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VENERATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

PART 1.

Devotion to the IBlessed WVirgin in @General.

CHAPTER 1.

Tiby tbe Mlessed Virgin i3 onored in tbe Catbolic
Church.

IT may surprise you somewhat, Christian reader, to
have the question asked: “ Why is the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, honored by the holy Catholic
Church, and loved and venerated by all her faithful
members ?”  Doubtless you yourself, from your early
years, since the hour when you first awoke from the un-
consciousness of infancy to the use of reason, have felt in
your inmost soul the existence and the necessity of such
devotion. From that time till the present, you have
known and practised it as something very dear to you
and very holy: as something very natural and easily un-
derstood. But it is useful for you to know the reasons
for this devotion, which is so manifold in itself, and seo

I3



14 Veneration of the Blessed Virgin.

universally practised in the Catholic Church. Thus you
will be in a better condition to explain the practice. Not
only to yourself, and for your own private edification and
sanctification, but to others likewise you may be able to
interpret and advocate it more intelligently, more zeal-
ously, and more profitably. For this veneration given to
Mary by us Catholics has been rejected by her enemies
as something superstitious and even idolatrous.

I. GOD HIMSELF, BY HIS OWN EXAMPLE, HAS
TAUGHT US TO HONOR MARY.

Once more, Christian reader, review in spirit the life of
our dear Queen of heaven, of this glorious Mother of
God. Could the Almighty God have done more for her
than He has done? Could He have shown to her greater
honor? Had He not from all eternity predestined her
and chosen her for the sublimest dignity? Did He not
make use of inspired prophecies and noble prototypes,
in order to awaken, centuries in advance, the respect of
men for her worth, as well as their ardent longings for
her appearance on earth? Did He not keep these de-
sires of the people alive until the very hour of her birth ?

At her entrance into the world, did He not show her a
most extraordinary mark of distinction, by preserving her,
alone among all mortals, from the stain of original sin?
Have not nature and grace seemed to vie one with the
other in order to adorn this noblest of all creatures with
the whole wealth of the loftiest prerogatives? Did not
Divine Providence, with holy care, watch over its cher-
ished ward, from her very first breath, in order to shield
her from all danger and to mould her into a perfect
model of every virtue? Was not this humble handmaid
of the Lord most reverently saluted in the name of the
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Most High, and declared full of grace, by a prince from
the heavenly court, the archangel Gabriel? And then
the honor of being selected to be the Mother of God!
The Eternal Father chose her to be the Mother, the
nurse, the preceptress, guide and guardian of the Saviour
of the world, of that Jesus before whom all knees are to
bend on the earth and under the earth.

And how did her Son reverence and honor her? Son
of the Eternal God as He was, did He not love, honor
and obey His Mother all through His life on earth?
Was He not ““subject ” to her? Did He not dwell be-
neath the same roof with her, eat at the same table, share
even her household duties and labors? Was it not out
of tender regard for her that He performed His first
miracle? When dying on the cross, did He not confide
her to the care of His best beloved disciple, St. John, in
order that this disciple might for the future serve and
guard her in the name of her departed Son?

Is not this enough, Christian reader? Then raise your
eyes still higher. With sentiments of mingled joy and
humility, dare to lift your eyes to the gentle maiden of
Nazareth, who now, henceforth, and forever, reigns glori-
ously and benignly on an exalted throne in heaven, as
the daughter of God the Father, the Mother of God the
Son, the spouse of the Holy Ghost, the temple of the
Holy Trinity, the Queen of all the angels and saints, the
celestial dispenser of graces, the protectress and advocate
of the holy Catholic Church, and of all men in need.
In this manner has an all-just God honored the Blessed
Virgin. He has bestowed this honored throne upon her
for all eternity. He has left to the world His own ex-
ample of rendering veneration to His blessed Mother.

How then can the unbeliever reproach you, Christian
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reader, with ignoraut superstition and even blasphemy to
God, because you are devoted with childlike love and
reverence to this favorite daughter of Heaven, because
in your devotional practices you make this sentiment
known, or because in your needs of body and soul you
have recourse to her?

2. MARY ON HER OWN ACCOUNT, MERITS OUR VEN-
ERATION.

To the extraordinary gifts of grace granted by God to
the Blessed Virgin, she corresponded most faithfully,
most humbly, most zealously. Most energetically did
she co-operate with each and every grace, in order thus
to sanctify herself. Aye, she corresponded with Heaven’s
graces most heroically, by suffering bravely and willingly
the seven-edged sword of grief foretold by Simeon. Thus
is her soul the holiest, the most like unto God, and more
than any other soul endowed with personal merits.

We are all called to perfection. Guided and assisted
by grace, we are to ascend, by our own individual efforts,
the ladder of Christian virtues. On the highest step of
this ladder stands the Queen of all saints, resplendent in
the beauty and brilliancy of her viitues. Tt is not reason-
able for the unbeliever to find fault with the Christian,
who, slowly and painfully climbing this ladder, and full
of admiration and confidence, lifts his eyes and hands
to her. She in her turn, willingly and lovingly holds out
her motherly arms to support and assist the struggling
Christian who would otherwise sink and fall back in
despondency.

In the great plan and work of the redemption of man-
kind, Mary was not merely an unconscious and neutral
agent, like the manger of Bethlehem, or the cross on
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Calvary. No, she gave her free assent and consent to
the same, pronouncing the ever-memorable fiat, * Be it
done according to Thy word.” To the Redeemer she
cheerfully supplied His sacred humanity, His precious
blood and sacred flesh, in order that He might form His
own body therefrom. Who dares to say that this living
ark of the New Covenant does not merit our love and
veneration ?

3. WE OWE TO MARY RESPECT AND LOVE.

What is there that mankind does not owe to the poor
young maiden of Nazareth? She is the pride, the orna-
ment, the crown of humanity. Out of love for us she
conquered the almost invincible repugnance of her humble
heart, and sacrificed her love of retirement and her quiet,
secluded life, to assume the manifold duties and trials of
a mother in a family. She it is who gave us our greatest
Good, the Saviour of the world, with whom and by whom
came to us hope, plenitude of grace, and salvation. It
was out of love, not only for her beloved Son, but also
for us that she stood beneath the cross three long hours
in indescribable anguish of soul. There it was that she
willingly and cheerfully took upon herself the duties, the
sorrows and the affections of a mother of all mankind.
And shall it not be permitted to us on our own part to
entertain for her a corresponding feeling of veneration,
gratitude and reciprocal love, such as grateful children
should entertain for the best of mothers and the most
generous of friends?

More abundant than the countless rays of the sun,
more enriching than its warming and fructifving light,
more beneficial and life-giving than the refreshing showers

to the parched earth, are the benefits and blessings which
2
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descend without interruption from the grace-throne of
the heavenly Quecn, upon the cold, infirm and languish-
ing hearts of men. Without intermission she watches
with a mother’s anxious eyes over the Catholic Church,
and over each one of its believing members. Her gentle
mother-heart throbs with unceasing desire to help and
forgive. Her very presence in heaven is a never-ending,
vigilant and effective personal intercession for her chil-
dren who dwell in this vale of tears. And the heretic
would forbid us to show grateful hearts for all these
valuable and countless benefits of salvation, or even to
try to repay them with confidence and veneration!

4. GOD TITMSELY SANCTIONS AND REWARDS
RESPECT FOR MARY.

The most high God has not enly given us Himself the
example of honoring the Blessed Virgin, but He proves
also in reality and in deed that a confident and reverential
fecling on the part of man towards His Mother is pleas-
ing to Himself.

Whence does it come that every truly Catholic heart
on this globe, has, during all ages of Christianity, turned
to the blessed Mother of God, in every necessity, in every
trial and tribulation of body and soul? It comes from
the universal experience, and the firmly admitted belief,
that our merciful God is always willing to hear, accept,
and grant our prayers, when they make their way to the
foot of His throne by the intervention of His blessed
Mother. Therefore, if our veneration of Mary and our
recourse to her were not in accordance with the wish and
will of God, He would not hear petitions brought to Him
in that manner. Those persons, therefore, who reject
veneration to God’s Mother as being displeasing to God,
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charge the majesty of God with the horrible imputation
that, by hearkening to our prayers when brought by Mary,
it justifies and encourages superstition and the deification
of creatures.

5. VENERATION TO MARY FURTHERS THE GLORY
OF GOD.

Self-appointed zealots for the glory of God pretend
that devotion to Mary is derogatory to the homage due
to God.

“ The heavens show forth the glory of God, and the
firmament declareth the work of His hands” (Ps.
xviii. 1). A very heaven was Mary, for she was the
dwelling-place of God. Hence “she declareth the glory
of God.” She is the firmament in which and from which
the divine Sun of Justice shone forth in the great mystery
of the Incarnation, Thus she shows forth the work of
her Creator’s hands. Mary is a shining mirror in which
all her own prerogatives, and every distinction bestowed
by us upon her, are reflected back on their origin, which
is God.

With prophetic foresight the simple handmaid of the
Lord foresaw and foretold her future position in Chris-
tian history : “Behold, from henceforth all generations
shall call me blessed.” Not to herself, however, nor to
her own merits, does she ascribe this glory, but to the
most high God. She says, “for He hath regarded the
humility of His handmaid: . . . He that is mighty hath
done great things to me: and holy is His name ” (Luke i.
48-49).

And why do we Catholics venerate so profoundly a
weak human creature? Because she is the Mother of
God. Because God has honored her with many graces
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and distinguished privileges. Because God has been
pleased to allow the greater benefits and graces to come
to us through her. To God then as the final object goes
all our own respect for the blessed Mother. But they
who despise the Mother Mary, do they really know how
to worship God properly? Does not the neglect which
they show to the Mother fall also upon the Son? If the
Saviour accepts as being done to Ilimself every good
deed that we do to the least among men, will He not
much more accept all the honor and love given to
His Mother as His own, and all the disrespect and cold-
ness shown to that beloved Mother as shown to Him
also ?

6. BOTH THE FRIENDS AND THE OPPONENTS OF
DEVOTION TO MARY STRENGTHEN US IN
THE SAME.

Just as the divine Son is set for the resurrection and
the fall of many, and as a sign of contradiction (Luke ii.
34), so has the blessed Mother had at all times devout
clients and mean enemies. And which of these two
parties has chosen the better part?

Search, Christian reader, through the history of Chris-
tendom, examine the lives of Christians: you will find
that in those ages, in those lands, and in those Christian
creeds, in which devotion to our blessed Lady exists and
flourishes, there, too, exist and flourish a firm faith, holy
love for God, pure morals, and Christian heroism. In a
word, virtue has ever flourished and does still flourish
where devotion to Mary is practised. In the pages of
this book, Christian reader, there will be presented to
your view an array of zealous clients of Mary, from differ-
ent periods of time, and under every variety of circum-
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stance. Study their lives, their deeds, their noble senti-
ments, and in every case you will be filled with esteem
and admiration for them. Were not the greatest saints
—those men who are really great in the eyes of God—were
they not zealous advocates and practisers of devotion to
Mary ?

What is the state of spiritual affairs among those so-
called Christians who erect no altar to the Blessed Virgin,
who know neither * Hail Mary,” nor the Rosary, nor any
other devotion to the Mother of God? Not only are
they deprived of much that is eucouraging, and conse-
quently beneficial and educating in these pious practices,
but they are also, if we may believe the testimony of
history, liable to fall into spiritual frigidity and infirmity.
They lack interior vigor and fruitfulness. They soon
come to resemble very much a family that is deprived of
the characteristic, gentle and fruitful influence of an
affectionate mother. Even in the Catholic Church itself
there have been times when, in certain places, perhaps
owing to scandals and other causes, foolish or wicked
individuals have inveighed loudly and zealously against
devotion to Mary and all its manifold outward manifesta-
tions, such as the holy Rosary, pious pilgrimages, con-
fraternities and others. But did true piety and sincere
worship to the one true God become more strong and
flourishing amid this opposition to the Mother of God?
Was the attendance at Mass more numerous and edify-
ing? Were the sacraments approached more regularly
and frequently ? You yourself, Christian reader, may be
able to answer this question. Among your own acquaint-
ances, have you not always found, if you have ever
ventured to form an opinion of them, that the best-living
Christians are always the most devout servants of Mary?
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And even yourself, dear Christian, at those periods in
your life, and in those conditions of your soul, when you
found most pleasure and happiness in serving God, in
treading in the path of His law and His love, was it not
at such times that you experienced the most zealous love
and respect for your blessed Mother, and were most
devoted to her service ?

Perhaps, dear Christian, these few reasons, which from
among countless others equally strong, I have brought
to your attention, may have the happy effect of encour-
aging you and urging you on anew to a still greater
practical devotion to your blessed Mother. They may
also serve you as weapons of defense against all those
who would seek to disturb you in those cherished prac-
tices of piety, and mock vou for honoring her whom God
Himself was pleased to honor.



CHAPTER I1I.

Mature of the Devotion to Mary, ag Taugbt and Prac=
tised in tbe Catbolic Cburch.

TuE Blessed Virgin Mary having been conceived, alone
among all other children of men, without the stain of
original sin, and having been chosen from among ali the
daughters of Adam to be made the Mother of God, she
assumes, in the economy of Christian salvation, a peculiar
and exalted position, belonging exclusively to herself.
To her, therefore, belongs a special and distinguished
veneration. In order, Christian reader, that you may
rightly understand this practice of Catholics, you will lay
well to heart : first, that Mary is not entitled to that degree
of homage or worship which belongs to God alone;
secondly, that she is entitled to the same veneration
which the Catholic Church gives to the other saints of
God ; thirdly, that to her, as being Queen of all the
saints, and just because of this exalted position, there
belong special modes of respect which those saints have
not in common with her.

I. ADORATION OR WORSHIP NOT TO BE GIVEN TO
THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

Infinitely exalted above all His creatures is the great
Creator. Compared with His infinite holiness, all human
excellence, even that of the Blessed Virgin itself, is full
of defects and imperfections. In presence of His infi-

23
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nitely glorious majesty, we must all bow down in our
humility and with heart-felt sighs exclaim, ¢ What is man
that Thou art mindful of him, or the son of man that
Thou visitest him?”” (Ps. viii. 5).

To Him, therefore alone, “to the King of ages, im-
mortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for
everandever. Amen.” (1 Tim.i 17). This honor, this
respect, this service, which we testify and give to God,
and to Him only, is what is termed worship or adoration,
and is described in theology by the word * latria.”

According to the teaching of that eminent theologian,
St. Thomas Aquinas, who is always *‘ the angelic doctor
of the Church,” adoration or worship is an act of virtue
and of respect for God, whereby, while adverting to and
recognizing the supreme dignity and the infinite majesty
of God, as well as acknowledging our own dependence
on Him, we wish to be subject to God, and avow this
subjection. The act of worship thus contains four things:
first, a recognition and an advertency of the created in-
tellect to the supreme excellence of God on the one side,
and a corresponding recognition of the unworthiness
of the creature, on the other; secondly, a practical
avowal that it is just and proper to offer to God rever-
ence and proofs of our homage, because His majesty is
so supremely exalted and His excellence so perfect, and
because the creature is in such a state of lowliness and
of dependence on Him ; thirdly, assent and consent, and
a perfectly voluntary submission of our will, by reason
of the infinite excellence of God and of His most sublime
perfections, to remain in our subjection to Him, and in
our dependence on Him; fourthly, a testimony and a
sign. by which we give to understand that we submit
ourselves of our own free will to God, and are willing to
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(%1

depend on Him in all circumstances and for all things.
The external act of adoration consists in bending the
knee, prostrations on the ground, or even acts purely in-
ternal and mental, but expressing the genuine act of
adoration from a creature to his Creator.

From all this, dear Christian reader, you may see
clearly that strict adoration is an act of religion which
belongs peculiarly and exclusively to God alone, because
He alone is the only eternal, independent, perfect Being,
Lord, Creator, and Upholder of all things, and in Him-
self is infinitely happy and blessed. For Mary, too, as
well as for every other creature, God is Lord, Creator,
Sustainer, and Comforter. The veneration, then, that
we bestow upon her, is founded upon the excellence
which she received from God, upon her election to the
motherhood o God, which was granted to her by the
Eternal Father, as well as upon her own merits, which
also she acquired by the help of God’s grace.

2. THE VENERATION GIVEN TO THE SAINTS IS
DUE ALSO TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

Although strict adoration belongs exclusively to the
Supreme Lord of the universe, proper and suitable venera-
tion, paid to the friends and servants of God, is not forbid-
den. On this point the Catechism of the Council of Trent
teaches: “ Were a king to prohibit, by proclamation, any
individual to assume the regal character or to accept the
honors due to the royal person, how unreasonable to infer
from such an edict a prohibition that suitable honor and
respect should be paid to his magistrates! . . . Holy
men who adored one God only are also said in Scripture
to have ‘adored,’ that is, supplicated and venerated, kings.
If then kings, by whose agency God governs the world
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are so highly honored, shall it be deemed unlawful to
honor those angelic spirits whom God has been pleased
to constitute His ministers, whose service He makes use
of, not only in the government of His Church, but also of
the universe, by whose invisible aid we are every day
delivered from the greatest dangers of soul and body?
Are they not, rather, worthy a veneration greater in propor-
tion as the dignity of these blessed spirits exceeds that of
kings? Another claim on our venerationis their love of us,
which, as the Scripture informs us (Dan. x. 13), prompts
them to pour out their prayers for those countries over
which they are placed by Providence, and for us, whose
guardians they are, and whose prayers and tears they pre-
sent before the throne of God (Tob. xii. 12 ; Apoc. viii. 3).”

“True, there is but one Mediator, Christ the Lord—
who alone has reconciled us through His blood (x Tim.
ii. §), and who, having accomplished our redemption,
and having once entered into the Holy of holies, ceases
not to intercede for us (Heb. ix. 12, vii. 25); but it by
no means follows that it is unlawful, therefore, to have
recourse to the intercession of the saints. 1f, because
we have one Mediator, Christ Jesus, it were unlawful to
ask the intercession of the saints, the Apostle would not
have recommended himself with so much earnestness to
the prayers of his brethren on earth. In Ilis capacity as
Mediator, the prayers of the living should derogate from
the glory and dignity of Christ not less than the interces-
sion of the saints in heaven.” (Cat. Council of Trent,
Part. I11., Chap. 2).

Such, Christian reader, is the Catholic doctrine in re-
gard to the veneration and invocation of the saints of
God. It is the same that has been taught by the Church
during all ages, and strenuously defended by her against
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all the attacks of her opponents. To the faithful it has
ever been an inexhaustible fountain of grace and an un-
failing source of consolation.

And shall not the saintly Mother of God be allowed to
enjoy a share of this veneration and invocation, which is
allowed to all the other saints and even counselled by the
Church? Once granted and believed that we may and
ought to venerate the saints of God, it necessarily fol-
lows that such veneration belongs in the first place to
those who have an undoubted right to stand first in their
ranks, and who were distinguished by the abundance of
graces which they received, by their intimate union with
God, by their spirit of self-sacrifice, and by their general
holiness of life. Christian reader, soar aloft on the wings
of truth, search throughout all the mansions of the
blessed, and find, if you can, any soul that stands nearer
to the throne of God, and stands there by a better right,
than the Virgin *“full of grace,” in whom the Lord hath done
great things. For He is mighty, and holy is His name,

Multiplied, varied, and untiring have been the efforts
made by the enemies of the Catholic Church and of
Mary, her Queen, to impugn our doctrine and to condemn
our pious practices on this point. But no heretic has
yet dared to advance the proposition that while men are
permitted to respect the memory of the saints and to
seek their aid, yet that the Blessed Virgin has not merited
and is not worthy of a share in this devotion.

3. TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN IS DUE A SPECIAL
DEVOTION.

To God alone is supreme worship due. To the saints
belongs veneration. But to the blessed Mother of God
we owe a special devotion, peculiarly her own.
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You must, dear Christian reader, find this truth one of
the easiest to be understood. Why should I seek to
prove it to you, from the personal holiness and extraor-
dinary dignity and excellence of the woman who was
chosen to be God’s Mother? From the countless array
of pious and learned Fathers of the Church who have
written on this subject, I shall cite but one, Isidore,
bishop of Thessalonica, who thus dilates on the superior-
ity of Mary over every other child of Adam: “I state
and assert in a few words, to the Blessed Virgin Mary
belong prerogatives that are inconceivable to the under-
standing and beyond the power of the human tongue to
express. She is superior to all other creatures. I may
say, without fear of uttering heresy, that she, more than
all the other wonders of nature combined, is calculated
to lead men to a knowledge of God’s power and glory.
And if from the beginning neither the angels nor the
firmament, nor the heavenly bodies, nor the earth, nor the
sea had been created, yet men would have attained to a
good and true knowledge of the attributes of God, by the
very appearance among them of this incomparable Virgin-
Mother. And indeed all those grand and beautiful
works of creation, even the sublimest and best endowed,
when compared with that Queen who gave birth to the
King of all, and thus brought to all the greatest good,
pale so much before her that we cannot comprehend
her exaltation. If, therefore, no other work of creation
were in existence, this brightest and purest Virgin would
be all-sufficient to give as much honor and as much praise
to the divine creative Majesty, as if all the rest of creation
were there. But I may also say that the other great
works in creation were brought into existence that it
might be made evident to what a high degree Mary was
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distinguished above them all; or to speak otherwise and
more truly, that other creatures might be present on
which God’s brilliant operations might be made manifest
through her.”

To such an extent is the venerable Virgin the wonder
of wonders, the miracle of miracles. Nothing that exists,
God alone excepted, is grander or more beautiful than
she.

Since, therefore, the Blessed Virgin excels all other
created beings, and is lifted up above the holiest—since
she it is who comes nearest to God—is it not just and
proper, Christian reader, that the respect shown to her by
men should bear some proportion to her exalted state
and position, to her transcendent virtues? Should not
our respect for her be proportioned to the benefit for
which, in a special manner, we are indebted to her? Was
it not she who gave us Our Saviour? Should not our de-
votion to her correspond to the graces, favors and bene-
fits of salvation? All these we have received from God
through her powerful intercession. In short, should not
this devotion to Mary form the fairest, most lovely and
loving, most interior and most blessed spiritual occupa-
tion of every Christian soul ?

Yes, all hail, O Mary! Be thou forever honored and
called blessed. Thou art full of grace, more saintly than
the saints, more glorious than the cherubim, more excel-
lent than any other creature. O, purest of Virgins, most
deserving art thou of all honor. Treasure of innocence,
jewel of sanctity, thou who surpasseth the nature of all
created things, lead us to God. By thy most powerful
intercession, so pleasing to God, and on account of thy
mother’s claims, so irresistible, lead us to thy Son, Our
Lord. Amen.



CHAPTER III
Origin of tbe ®evotion to Mary in tbe Catbolic Cburch.

In God’s Church devotion to Mary flourishes every-
where, grand, glorious and rich in Heaven’s blessings.
Among true Catholics, the festivals of Mary are days of
happiness and joy. The grandest temples rear aloft
their majestic propcrtions in her honor. Many confra-
ternities joyfully take upon themselves the pleasant duty
of practising Mary’s virtues and of diffusing this practice
among their fellow-men. The noblest works of the most
skilful artists have sprung forth out of an enthusiastic
love for the holy Virgin. But was it always thus in the
Catholic Church? This may be your inquiry, dear
Christian reader.

The enemies of Mary and of her devotion, declare
that these practices are but the unwholesome fruit of an
unsound and enthusiastic piety belonging to the dark
ages and that, by means of this idolatrous worship, and
by other senseless practices as reprehensible as this idol-
atrous worship of creatures, evangelical truth, and the
Church of Christ itself, which up to that time had been
kept pure and unchanged, became hidden and was fi-
nally lost under the tattered garment of error. Such is
the assertion which they make: on them rests the im-
possible task of proving it.

To us it is an easy and pleasant task to refute this
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false assertion. We have only to adduce proofs from his-
tory to show that devotion to Mary existed in the first and
purest ages of Christianity, and that it has grown and
flourished in the Church down to our own day.

I. MARY WAS HONORED DURING HER OWN LIFE-
TIME.

To convince you of this truth, dear Christian reader, it
is but necessary for me to remind you of only a few in-
cidents in the life of the holy Mother of God. Even
before her appearance on this earth, she was honored by
the glorious prophecies of the Old Testament uttered
concerning her, and more especially by the glorious pro-
totypes who prefigured her. Mary was honored and
revered by her own venerable parents, as an extraordi-
nary gift from Heaven and a pledge of divine grace.
Mary was honored by St. Joseph, who was obedient and
devoted to her, and was the witness of her holy life. Mary
was honored by the archangel Gabriel, who honored her
with a salutation from high Heaven and addressed her
with the honorable titles of *full of grace” and Mother
of God. Mary was honored by her cousin Elizabeth, as
“the Mother of the Lord.” Mary was honored by the
forerunner of Christ, St. John the Baptist, who leaped
in his mother’s womb at the presence of the Mother of
God. Mary was honored by the holy apostles, whose
life and soul and centre she was in the room at Jerusalem,
when they were awaiting the coming of the Holy Ghost.

Yes, this humble maiden of Nazareth herself, when
filled with the Holy Ghost and enlightened by His wis-
dom, gave of herself the most genuine testimony that till
the end of time she was to be the object of the special
praise and the blessings of generations. This truth she
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declared solemnly, when uttering the familiar words in the
inspired canticle of the Magnificat, * Behold, from hence-
forth all generations shall call me blessed.” (Luke i. 48.)

2. DEVOTION TO MARY IN THE FIRST CENTURIES
PROVED FROM MONUMENTS OF ANTIQUITY.

Glorious was the Blessed Virgin in her death. Her
assumption was no less glorious. At once in the hearts
of the mourning apostles and other believers, their
respect for the Mother of Jesus was augmented by
a sacred and profound longing to rejoin her in
heaven. During the days of her pilgrimage on earth
the humble spouse of God did not wish and would not
tolerate any show of reverence towards herself. But after
her translation it was but right and proper that she should
take her well-earned place on the altar of public venera-
tion.

Soon many churches were built in her honor. The
cathedral at Ephesus, in which was held in the year 431
the Third General Council of the Church, whose pious and
learned members in attendance defended so gloriously
the title and honor of Mary, was dedicated to that Queen
of heaven. (See page 45). In the beginning of the
fourth century Peter L. built a sanctuary to Mary at Alex-
andria. About the same time the Emperor Constantine
built another in Gaul. Rome possesses several ancient
churches sacred to Mary, among which St. Mary Major,
built under Pope Liberius, who died in 366, was the chief
and most sumptuous. Besides this, there are other famous
ones, among them the Church of St. Mary of the Martyrs,
which was the old Roman Pantheon and dedicated to all
the pagan deities; St. Mary’s beyond the Tiber, and St.
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Mary’s in the Broad Road. One of the most ancient of
the Roman churches dedicated to Mary is the St. Mary's
Connedin. It is quite probable that this venerable build-
ing was erected by Pope Dionysius somewhere between
the years 259 and 269. In the eighth century some
Greek Christians, flying from the persecutions of the
Iconoclasts, came to Rome, bringing with them a very
ancient and piously venerated picture of the Mother of
God, which they placed in that church. Pope Adrian
I. who died in 795, renovated this building and again de-
dicated it to the Blessed Virgin. The miraculous pic-
ture is still to be seen there, and together with many
other existing monuments is accepted as an ocular proof
that the Blessed Virgin was honored through pictures in
the early ages of Christianity, as well as by the churches
erected under her invocation.

Constantinople, too, the capital of the Eastern Empire
which was all dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, possessed
in very early times many churches consecrated to her.
The church built by the holy Empress Pulcheria (d. 453),
possessed in the time of the Emperor Leo I. a renowned
relic of the Blessed Virgin. This was a veil which had
belonged to her, and which was so highly esteemed that
it was customary for the inhabitants to carry it in solemn
procession in times of public calamity: as during the
siege of the city in 821 and at the time of the invasions
of the Russians in 865. Such religious processions are
known to have been regularly ordered as early as the
sixth century by the Emperor Mauritius, who died in 602.

When, during the pontificate of Leo III., the earth-
quake of the 26th of October, 740, was threatening the
city, a procession was formed under the invocation of the
Blessed Virgin. Ever since that date these processions in
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honor of Mary have been continued in the Church. The
example of St. Pulcheria was speedily followed by several
emperors, empresses, and private individuals, and there
arose in quick succession, throughout the city of Con-
stantinople, the renowned churches of St. Mary’s of the
Fountain, St. Mary’s in the Square and many others.
During an earthquake which happened in the reign of
Justinian I., who died in 565, one of these churches,
called Petula, was destroyed. Another was pulled down
in 693, by order of the erratic emperor, Justinian I11., who
used the material in the enlargement of his palace.

In the beginning of the sixth century the holy monk
and patriarch, Sabas, built in Palestine a temple in honor
of the Blessed Virgin. According to the testimony of
Evagrius, there stood in Antioch about that time several
churches sacred to Mary. Justinian I. founded one in
the holy city of Jerusalem itself and another in Carthage.
About the year 540 Bishop Injuriosus erected in Tours a
sumptuous church to Mary. Already in the eighth cen-
tury, Cologne, Mayence and Chur had their churches dedi-
cated to Mary. The Church of Our Lady, in Worms, was
one of the most ancient in Germany. The Cathedral of
Spire, which is mentioned in authentic documents as
early as 664, was dedicated to the Blessed Virgin and St.
Stephen. Among the places of pilgrimage consecrated
to the Blessed Virgin, you will find several, Christian
reader, whose existence dates back to the days of primi-
tive Christianity.

In the catacombs we find a great many pictures of the
Blessed Virgin, dating from the first ages of Christianity.
These catacombs, as you know, Christian reader, are im-
mense subterranean labyrinths in and around Rome, in
which, during times of persecution, the Christians took
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refuge, for the purpose of celebrating the divine mysteries,
and to entomb the bodies of the martyrs.

Christian reader, enter in spirit, and with holy rever-
ence, into one of these mysterious caverns. Let us
choose the catacomb of St. Priscilla. ‘This is a veritable
underground sanctuary dating certainly from the second
century of Christianity, and it may be from the first.
Let us pass in by the so-called Greek chapel. Here you
discover, on the roof, a well executed picture. Itis the
Blessed Virgin holding the divine Infant on her knees,
and in the act of accepting the offerings of the three wise
men of the East. What a touching and sublime memorial
of ancient faith! This self-same picture has been a sub-
ject for admiration among learned antiquarians and critical
artists, who wonder at the chaste grace and delicacy of ex-
pression which is not at all inferior to the best efforts of
the most renowned masters. But the believing Catholic
derives his chief pleasure and satisfaction from knowing
that, in these ancient pictures, he has before him an un-
deniable proof of the antiquity of the devotion to the
Blessed Virgin as practised in his Church. In a neigh-
boring vaulted cave is to be seen the oldest picture of the
Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin. Mary is seated on a
kind of throne, and the angel; without wings, and under
the appearance of a young man, stands before her, in the
act of announcing his mysterious message.

Not far from this last we find still another lovely picture
of the blessed Mother with her Child. She is clothed in
gracefully flowing undergarment and mantle, and wears’
on her head the light veil peculiar to virgins dedicated
to God. Above her shines the star of Bethlehem. An-
tiquarians assure us that this beautiful painting must
have been executed between the years of 5o and 1350,
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perhaps under the eyes and direction of the apostles
themselves.

Other pictures, equally ancient, represent the holy
Mother standing with hands uplifted, and absorbed in
prayer, as if for her beloved children in the Church. All
the pictures of the Madonna that have been discovered
up to the present time, and are known to belong to the
first centuries of Christianity, form quite a collectior.
How many prayers and sighs and supplications and holy
vows have been uttered before these images of the Mother
of God, from the oppressed and crushed hearts of our
forefathers in the faith, and carried up to the real original
Mother in heaven !

One other memorial from the catacombs in proof of
devotion to Mary, very early devotion, deserves to be
mentioned to the Christian reader. Fragments have been
found of about four hundred chalices, or round vessels, all
of one form, and all worked in gold. On the flat side of
each vessel the artist has fastened a leaf of gold, and en-
graved thereon, with a chisel, various figures and in-
scriptions. Inorder to preserve this work he placed over
it a covering of glass.

These drinking-cups were formerly used at the Christian
love-feasts, called aegapes, which were held at family
gatherings, and especially on the festivals of the saints.
The greater number of these glasses show a picture of
the blessed Mother in the attitude of prayer, and with
the annexed inscription of * Maria,” the Latin for Mary.
Sometimes the Blessed Virgin is distinguished and desig-
nated by a halo of glory about her head. In the begin-
ning, this halo surrounded the head of Jesus only. In the
third century we find it encircling the head of Mary, and
in the fifth and sixth centuries the images of all the saints,
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From these significant decorations of the drinking-cups
we may easily learn how devotion to Mary and the com-
memoration of the various mysteries of her life, held an
important place in the early Church, and also how the
primitive Christians loved to place Mary above all the
angels and saints as being Queen of them all.

From the inscriptions which adorn most of the graves
of the saints buried in the catacombs, we perceive that in
ancient Christendom it was a favorite custom to confer
the name of Mary on those who were baptized, whether
they were new-born infants or converts from paganism or
Judaism.



CHAPTER 1V,

Mbary’s Titles and bonors Defended in the First Ages of
Chbristianity.

In the daily office of the Blessed Virgin, our holy
Mother, the Church, utters these remarkable words,
“Virgin Mary, rejoice, for thou alone in the whole world
has cast down and broken all heresies.” Mary had al-
ready by anticipation cast down all the heresies of the
whole world, by giving to mankind, in the fruit of her
chaste womb, the Way, the Truth and the Life. She has
also destroyed heresy throughout the world and through-
out all time, by her supplications before the throne of
God, by her guidance and protection of Christ’s Church,
and by virtue of the support and defence which persons
exposed to heresy found in her protection.

The heretics of the early ages directed their poisoned
arrows almost exclusively against either the divinity or
the humanity of Christ or against the sacred person and
the work of the Son of Mary. But neither of these two
natures in Christ can be assailed, without at the same
time calling into question and imperilling, if not destroy-
ing, the peculiar maternity of Mary. She was and is the
mirror on which are reflected the shadows of the attacks
directed against the Son of God. Inasmuch as the
honors and the titles, the virginity, the maternity, the im-
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maculate conception, in short the entire exalted position
occupied by Mary in the great work of salvation and
sanctification, all remain unconquered among the assaults
of the enemy, and have become the common deposit of
Catholic faith, so, too, does she continue to be the victor
over darkness and falsehood—she who crushed the ser-
pent’s head. In addition to all this we possess from an-
tiquity of Christendom several proofs founded directly on
Scripture—written and traditional proofs of the faith
then held concerning the Blessed Virgin, concerning her
dignity as Virgin Mother, as well as of the consoling de-
votional practices founded on these high dignities.

I. THE APOSTLES' CREED.

How many times, Christian reader, in the course of
your life, you have recited with strong faith and believing
sentiments that clear, short and admirable confession of
our Catholic faith which we call the Apostles’ Creed, and
which, according to universal opinion, was composed
by the apostles themselves, or at least in the first days
of Christianity. In twelve short and comprehensive
articles, all easily understood, it expresses the chief sub-
lime truths of our religion. In this confession of our
Catholic faith, we acknowledge as divinely revealed and
undeniable truth that Jesus Christ was conceived of the
Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary. By this
same confession have all Christian generations, from the
time of the apostles to our day, all worshippers of Jesus
Christ, in every age, of every clime and of every tongue,
acknowledged the sublime dignity of Mary as Virgin
Mother of God and defended this article of faith against
all the hostile attacks of unbelievers.

As often, then, Christian reader, as you pronounce the
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third article of our creed or confession of faith, namely,
“ Who was conceived of the Holy Ghost and born of the
Virgin Mary,” confess heartily and with joyous faith the
sublime prerogatives of your holy protectress,

2. THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH.

There are whole libraries of comprehensive books
which contain the best written proofs and defences of
devotion to Mary, extracted with care and judgment from
the writings of the Church Fathers and commentators,
since the days of the apostles down to the latest times.
For you, Christian reader, it may suffice to cite here a few
of these Fathers.

St. Irenaeus, Martyr, archbishop of Lyons (d. zoz) and
a pupil of St. Polycarp, who was himself a disciple of the
apostles, undertook to controvert and defeat, in a very
learned and able book, all the attacks made against the
Catholic Church by the heretics of his time. With dog-
matic precision he pointed out in this book the excellence
and dignity of Mary, by contrasting her with our mother
Eve. He says, ‘““ As Eve, by the language of the angel
of darkness, was deceived and withdrew herself from
God by her disobedience, so was Mary informed and
advised by the words of an angel of light that she would
carry God in her womb, as a result of her obedience.
As the devil had persuaded Eve to abandon God, so did
the angel induce Mary to follow God. Thus she became
at once the mediatrix for Eve.

“ Again, as the whole human race had been subjected to
death by a virgin, for such was Eve before the Fall, it
was afterwards freed from death’s power by a virgin,
whose obedience neutralized the disobedience of Eve and
made it good. Finally, as the sin of the first man was
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cancelled by the sufferings of the Son of God, so did the
simplicity of the dove, or Mary, win the victory over the
malice of the serpent, in order that we might be liberated
from the bonds which had held us captive.”

St. Justin, surnamed the Philosopher, (d. 166) had
sounded the praises of the Blessed Virgin, even before
the time of St. Irenmus. He explains that well-known
passage in Holy Scripture, where a woman from the
crowd interrupts the Saviour in His teachings and work-
ing of miracles, by suddenly crying out, * Blessed is the
womb that bore Thee and the breasts that gave Thee
suck,” whereupon the Son of God, with apparent rebuke,
replied, “ Yea, rather, blessed are they who hear the
word of God and keep it” (Luke xi. 27, 28). This
doctor of the Church teaches and proves that Mary is the
one here praised by the Saviour as having kept the word
of God. He writes, “ The Saviour, when He uttered
the above words, did not deprive His Mother of her legi-
timate honor,but rather shows by what manner of the
maternal right she was the most blessed and happy. For
if he who hears the word of God and keeps it, is God’s
brother and sister and mother, Mary was one and did the
other. Therefore His own Mother was necessarily praised
and commended, for to hear the word of God and to
keep it is the sublime and infallible impulse of virtue and
of a pure heart which is entirely and always absorbed in
the contemplation of God. As God did not choose the
next best woman, but the very best, to be the Mother of
God, one who surpassed all other women in virtue, so did
He rightfully wish that His Mother should be declared
blessed because of the same virtues, on account of which
the honor of being chosen Virgin Mother was conferred
upon her.”
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That Christ never on any occasion behaved in a dis-
obedient, disrespectful or harsh manner towards His
parents, is clear from what St. Luke, the Evangelist, tes-
tifies of Him and them: He came down from Jerusalem
and was subject to them.

St. John Chrysostom, the holy and eloquent patri-
arch of Constantinople (d. 407), eulogizes in his sermons
Mary’s grand prerogatives, and stirs up devotion to her;
and awakens confidence in her with an enthusiasm and
power which were altogether peculiar to his own golden
heart and golden lips. Thus, once in the presence of an
immense congregation, he exclaimed, “It was not a
woman of wealth and grandeur that the Son of the living
God chose for His Mother, but a lowly virgin whose soul
was adorned with every virtue. For as the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary had preserved her virginity in the most stainless
and pure condition, she was made worthy to conceive, in
her chaste womb, Christ Our Lord. To this most holy
Virgin and Mother of God, then, let us have recourse and
become participators in the fruits of her powerful inter-
cession.

“Oh, all you who seek to preserve holy purity, fly to
this tender and chaste Mother of Our Lord and Master.

“ Verily, beloved brethren, the Blessed Virgin Mary was
a great wonder-work, for who, among all creatures, has been
found greater or more highly distinguished than she?
She alone, in sublime exaltation, towers aloft over heaven
and earth. What, or who, is more holy than she? Not
the prophets, not the angels, not the apostles, not the
martyrs, not cherubim and not seraphim. Indeed, among
all created beings, visible or invisible, none can be
found greater, purer or nore glorious. Would you know
how much higher the Blessed Virgin stands than all the
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heavenly powers? Behold! These stand before the
throne of God with fear and trembling, hiding their
faces; but Mary approaches the throne of God with
confidence and offers the human race to Him whom she
has brought forth. Through her, too, we also obtain
forgiveness for our sins.

‘ All hail, then, Virgin Mother. Thou art our heaven
and our throne; thou art the ornament, the honor, the
brightest jewel of our holy Church. Pray unremittingly
for us to Jesus, thy Son and Our Lord, in order that
through thee we may find mercy on the day of judgment.”

Christian reader, has any speaker or writer, even the
most enthusiastic among all the modern panegyrists of
Mary, ever dilated more beautifully, more fervently, more
eloquently, about our beloved Mother, than this renowned
teacher and doctor of the fourth century ?

However, on the other hand, the Catholic Church and
her divinely guided bishops, even in the first centuries,
placed the most cautious safeguards around her sacred
deposit of faith. Hence, in regard to the devotion to
Mary, she set forth the most exact bounds and used the
utmost vigilance in preventing excesses. Such a course
was made necessary lest the newly converted Christians,
who had been more or less accustomed to idolatry and
schooled in it from infancy, should be tempted to mistake
the pure and holy Virgin for some pagan goddess. Thus,
there arose in Arabia, in the fourth century, a sect com-
posed of women, called Collyriden, who actually ten-
dered divine honors to Mary and offered, in sacrifice to
her, a certain kind of peculiarly prepared bread. St.
Epiphanius, the bishop of Cyprus (d. g403), with great
zeal and holy enthusiasm set his face against this ill-
judged and exaggerated exaltation of the Blessed Virgin.
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How unfounded, then, Christian reader, is the reproach
made by heretics that the Catholic Church gives divine
homage to the Mother of God! In all ages her doctors
and writers have opposed most vigorously the sin of
idolatry. St. Epiphanius writes, “ In such devotion, that
is, the giving of divine honors to Mary, poisoned as it is
with idolatry, we cannot help discovering a devilish in-
vention. The body of Mary was the temple of holiness
itself, I admit, but she was not God. Chosen by God,
and highly exalted as she was, she is still a woman of
the same nature as any other, although the distinguished
prerogatives that have made her holy in body and soul
were extremely great. This being the case, how could
the treacherous poisonous serpent thus lead souls into
this error? By what hidden snares did he entrap them
and lead them into a labyrinth of superstition? Mary,
of course, is to be honored, but only to the Father, Son
and Holy Ghost is adoration to be offered. The com-
mand which God imposed so strictly on our first parents
not to eat of the fruit of the tree, did not mean that the
evil was in the tree itself, but merely that by occasion of
the tree disobedience would be committed.

“Therefore, let no one attempt to taste this new fruit of
error which has been produced by ill-judged and excess-
ive homage paid bythe thoughtless and ignorant to Mary.
Stately and beautiful as was the tree of Paradise, it was
not created that man should eat its fruit. Hence, too,
excellent, holy and exalted as Mary was and is, worthy of
our respect and love, yet we must not offer her the adora-
tion which belongs to God.”



CHAPTER V.,
fMdary, the Motber of God,—Tbhe Council of Epbesus.

To prove the extent and nature of the devotion to Mary
which was taught and practised in the early Church, we
have at our command not only copious writings of the
Fathers, and public professions of the faithful, but we
have also the history of the serious contests that were
maintained against the hellish enemy of truth and his
aiders and abettors among men, in their assaults on her
dignity and titles. Whenever these prerogatives of the
Blessed Virgin were assailed, the whole Catholic Church,
the whole Catholic world, was aroused, and every indi-
vidual Catholic heart took as earnest an interest in the
question as if it were a personal matter. With wonder
and holy joy, Christian reader, will you be filled on wit-
nessing the remarkable spectacle that I shall portray for
your edification, while describing truthfully the condem-
nation of the Nestorian heresy, pronounced by the
bishops assembled in the Council of Ephesus, in the year
431, and the brilliant victory obtained by the Blessed
Virgin in consequence of that sentence.

On the 24th of December, 427, the priest Nestorius
was chosen to be patriarch of Constantinople. He was an
eloquent speaker, and by his sermons had acquired a good
reputation. He also wore a semblance of piety, and led
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an austere and secluded life. But his eloquence and out-
ward show of virtue were poisoned by an unbounded pride
and self-esteem. Owing to his erroneous conception and
misunderstanding of the union between the divine and
the human natures in the one person of our divine Re-
deemer, Nestorius was led into the heretical opinion that
the Mother of Jesus should not and could not be styled
the Mother of God, but only Mother of Christ, or rather
Mother of the humanity of Christ! A recently ordained
priest, named Anastasius, was the first who dared to an-
nounce from the sacred precincts of the pulpit, to the
assembled faithful, this heretical proposition. Such an
unexpected and unheard-of attack on the teachings of the
Catholic faith, and on the title and the dignity of the
Mother of God, filled all hearts immediately with conster-
nation, alarm and indignant grief.

The reigning Pontiff, Pope Celestine, and St. Cyril, the
holy bishop of Alexandria, at once confronted this Nes-
torian heresy with great decision and zeal. There fol-
lowed a long series of discussions and of efforts to
undeceive and instruct, and to bring back to the truth,
the blinded patriarch of Constantinople and his few fol-
lowers. Butas all these well-intentioned attempts proved
unavailing, the Pope and the bishops resolved to con-
demn the bold, incipient heresy publicly in a general
council.

On the 22d of December, in the year 431, the Catholic
bishops met in the city of Ephesus. According to an
ancient tradition, it was in this city that the Blessed Vir-
gin passed the greater part of her life subsequent to the
Ascension of Our Lord. The city also contained in very
early times a church dedicated to her memory. Now the
whole city resounded with rejoicings in anticipation of
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the coming triumph of the Mother of God, and with songs
sung in her praise.

The venerable Fathers composing the council passed
the whole day in earnest discussion on this all-important
question. And what part did the believing and faithful
laity take in these events? All business was suspended,
the stores remained closed, the inhabitants seemed to
forget their cares and pleasures. From earliest morning
the crowd waited patiently before the closed doors of the
cathedral in which the prelates of the Church were hold-
ing their deliberations.

It was nightfall when the doors of the sacred edifice
were at last thrown open. A solemn silence pervaded
the multitude. A bishop stepped forth from the porch
and, in a solemn and earnest voice, pronounced the sen-
tence of condemnation on the unhappy Nestorius, on his
teachings and on his adherents. A very storm of exulta-
tion and joy seemed to burst forth at once from a thousand
hearts and as many throats. To the voices of the people
were added the joyous sounds of all the bells in the city.
Songs of thanksgiving to the Almighty God, and canticles
of praise to Mary, the humble handmaid of the Lord,
were heard in every street and house. In a few minutes
every street in the city was brilliantly illuminated. The
chief citizens of the place turned out to escort the bishops
to their respective lodgings.

Early the next morning the people came in great num-
bers to the church of the Blessed Virgin in which, during
the whole of the preceding night, hymns of praise and
thanksgiving had been kept up by pious persons. Prel-
ates, priests and people wished to unite in a grand and
heart-felt thanksgiving-celebration.

Then St. Cyril, the most renowned preacher of his
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time, ascended the pulpit in order to give suitable ex-
pressicn to the generai enthusiasm of the occasion enter-
tained towards the blessed and beloved Mother of God.
His words, Christian reader, are indeed the expression of
your joy and your fond enthusiasm for the Queen of
heaven.

Hence I will quote at least the introduction to St.
Cyril’s sermon. “ On your brows, dearest brethren, I see
written the joy with which, out of tender devotion to the
Mother of God, you have assembled in this holy place.
Although the difficulties, now overcome and settled for-
ever, have disturbed me grievously, yet the sight of so
many holy and venerable prelates dispels every cloud of
sadness. The time has now come when the beautiful
words of the Royal Psalmist are verified in our regard.
¢ Behold how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in harmony.” Praise, honor and glory be to
Thee forever, O holy and adorable Trinity, who hast as-
sembled us together in this temple sacred to the Blessed
Virgin. And thou, O Mary, Mother of God, be thou for-
ever blessed, for thou art the priceless jewel of the
universe, the sacred beacon-light which is never extin-
guished. Thou art the crown of chastity, the sceptre of
the true faith, the imperishable temple, the sacred dwell-
ing-place of Him no space can contain. Thou art at
once Mother and Virgin. In thy chaste womb thou hast
encompassed the Infinite and enclosed the Unfathomable.
Through thee is the Blessed Trinity adored and glorified ;
through thee are the heavens filled with happiness, the
angels and the archangels with joy; through thee are the
evil spirits dispersed, our fall repaired, and admission to
heaven laid open to men; by thy mediation the blind
heathen are led to the knowledge of truth, to faith and to
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the grace of holy Baptism; by thy aid is the holy Gospel
spread far and wide and the Church planted throughout
the length and the breadth of the known world.”

The whole Catholic world re-echoed again and again
with the joyful news from Ephesus. When the venerable
gray-haired Pope Celestine received the joyful news, he
burst into tears of gratitude to God, and with the prophet
Simeon in the Gospel, besought the Lord that He would
now dismiss His servant in peace, for his eyes had scen
the salvation which God had prepared for the world by
virtue of this triumph of faith and this victory of the
Mother of God.

In all Catholic hearts, throughout all ages, down to our
own day, this triumphant celebration at Ephesus has met
with corresponding sentiments that Mary is really the
Mother of God.

4



CHAPTER VI,
Christian Zrt in tbe Sexvice of the IBlessed Virgin.

It is the aim and duty of art to represent some sublime
thought or idea in a correspondingly beautiful external
form perceptible to the senses. The supernatural and
even the divine, the natural and the human, should all be
found harmoniously blending in every object of art.
Now, where does the human imagination discever an
object in which heavenly and earthly beauty are so
charmingly united and blended as in our blessed Virgin
Mother? Certainly Mary is a most fitting subject for
artistic representation, and certainly Christian art cannot
be accused of not having done its part faithfully to
glorify her.

Do not expect, Christian reader, that a full and com-
plete history of Christian art in the service of Mary will
be here presented. For such a purpose a whole library
of large volumes would not suffice. It will be all-
sufficient for our present purpose if we establish the fact
that a grand array of the finest artistic monuments owe
their existence to man’s devotion for the Blessed Virgin,
that Christian art, from earliest antiquity down to our
day, has contributed much to this devotion with enthusi-
astic fondness ; and that in the hearts of the most re-
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nowned artists there burned an ardent love to the Virgin
Mother of God.

1. CHRISTIAN ARCHITECTURE.

The chief idea associated with every Catholic temple
is that it is the dwelling-place of the most high God:
hence the name, House of God. The truest and most
striking type of a Christian church was the home of Mary
in Nazareth, where dwelt the Saviour in hidden humility
and in voluntary obedience to Mary and Joseph. The
same also represents the position which the benign
Mother of God holds in every Catholic house. She is
the fond and anxious mother, the dispenser of favors, the
heart of the family, the very queen in the domestic circle.

A grand cathedral, artistically built, whose tall and
graceful spires seem to pierce the heavens and to dis-
appear in the clear blue of the sky, presents to our eyes
a picture of the heavenly Jerusalem. And as in the land
of the blessed, all the elect throng about Mary, who is
their Mother and Queen, so do her children on earth,
harassed by their struggles and sufferings, take refuge
beneath the sheltering mantle of their good Mother, in
order to gain through her assistance the crown of victory.
Hence holy faith and generous, disinterested love have,
from the very beginning, erected glorious temples which
they dedicated to God under her invocation and to her
honor.

You have already read, dear Christian reader, on page
32 of this work, how even in the first centuries of
Christianity a number of beautiful churches were erected
out of love to the Blessed Virgin and in her honor. And
all the churches of holy pilgrimages, which will be still
further described to you, what are they but architectural
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monuments raising aloft their stately towers and altars in
honor of Mary? If you travel through those countries
in which our holy faith still flourishes, as, for example,
in France or Spain, you will encounter at almost every
step churches of the Blessed Virgin, fair, costly, highly
ornate, spacious, and perfect in artistic design. Then
travel through those lands where heresy, aided by tyran-
nical rulers, has almost trodden down the seed of the
ancient faith, which once shone forth in all its glory,
brilliancy and vigor—as, for instance, in England,
and in Protestant Germany: even there still exist in
venerable beauty, graceful ruins of what were once ma-
jestic temples dedicated to the Virgin Mother. Their
crumbling walls and broken arches are silent but positive
witnesses of the devotion to Mary which existed in the
hearts of the Catholic ancestors of the present Protestant
generations. These moss-covered stones, now so silent,
once resounded to solemn chant sung in Mary’s honor.
These crumbling niches once contained her venerated
statue. Where can you find a Catholic temple that does
not contain at least one altar dedicated to our blessed
Lady? In Catholic countries, how many chapels you
see even by the roadside, in the silent woods, on the
hill-top, in the valley, all proclaiming and testifying to
the traveller the devotion of the inhabitants to Mary,
while they themselves give praise and honor to the
blessed Mother of God.

As already hinted, all the Religious Orders were very
much devoted to Mary. Hence they dedicated to her, not
only themselves, but their churches and monasteries. And
what glorious piles many of the religious houses were
and are! Yet their handsomest ornament is the word
Mary, which so many of them bear over their stately
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portals. Although many of them have been desecrated
and turned to venal purposes, although their consecrated
walls have ceased to re-echo the praises once sung in
Mary’s honor, yet their very stones proclaim the devotion
to Mary that burned of yore in the hearts of the pious
inmates. The ruins themselves are monuments of the
admirable piety that flourished in the ages of faith.

Rightfully and truthfully, therefore, may we affirm that
many of the most sumptuous and graceful specimens of
ancient architecture were but the expression of Catholic
devotion to the Mother of the Incarnate Word.

2. SCULPTURE.

The art of the sculptor is still better adapted than even
architecture to present to our view ideal beauty. Itis
better calculated and has more power to lend outward
form and defined expression to the internal conception
and inspired thought of the true artist. But while pagan
sculpture in its artistic productions, presents to our senses
mostly sensuous beauty and that, too, nearly always in a
material and dangerous form, Christian sculpture brings
before us, in the most attractive and expressive form,
beauty born of heaven and sacred to heaven. There-
fore, for this department in art, is the Blessed Virgin an
unequalled, peerless and lovely subject. A single statue
of Mary must necessarily represent and express at once
dignity and humility, modesty and royal stateliness,
maidenhood and motherhood. From very early times
the most beautiful statues of the Mother of God were
formed out of the simple wood, out of rare marble and
even out of the precious metals, and the still more grace-
ful ivory. Every incident or mystery of her varied life,
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but more especially as a Mother with the divine Infantin
her arms, or as the Queen of Sorrows with her dead Son
reposing on her heart, has been represented in graceful
and touching form by thousands of Christian sculptors.
Where in all Christendom is the Catholic temple that
does not contain one or several of such statues? In the
city square, at the gurgling fountain, on the summit of
the monument, on the house front, in the humblest
home, and in the hollow of the lonely tree, in the rocky
grotto, and on the steep side of the frowning precipice,
during the ages of faith, a statue of the Blessed Virgin
used to look down upon the passing Christian with a
parent’s look of anxious affection and fond encourage-
ment.

Of a still more special and sublime significance are
those figures of the Blessed Virgin which have been so
highly favored by Heaven that they became known as
miraculous pictures or statues. Such figures have existed
from time immemorial in several sanctuaries, where they
have been the means of most extraordinary cures, both
of soul and body in behalf of multitudes who came
before them to pray in hope and faith. These miraculous
images, before which so many prayers have been heard
by Heaven, afford a striking and undeniable proof that
the Mother of God is pleased to make use of such
material means in order to grant the blessings sought
for by believing Christians. By them, in a most special
and effective manner, is the trusting soul of a believing
Christian vividly and forcibly reminded of the heavenly
original and filled with sentiments of contrition, faith and
confiding hope. The pious reader will find described in
the third part of this work many of the most renowned
and favored of these images which exist in many places
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that have long been frequented by devout pilgrims in
search of Mary’s powerful aid.

We confront an unexplored mystery of God’s mercy
and of Mary’s power when we attempt to discuss or to
explain miraculous images. We may well ask ourselves,
how 1is it that one image is favored by miracles more
than another? ’

May it not be, perhaps, that together with the divine
pleasure and decree of Heaven, the artist himself who
has produced the image has contributed to make the
work of his feeble hands miraculous by his strong senti-
ments of piety, his loving inspiration, his enthusiastic
devotion, his skill in contriving a piece of art so as to
arouse confidence and to awaken faith in the well-
disposed spectator?

Pious legend furnishes us with the most touching traits
from the lives of those devoted artists, who more for love
than gain have produced such favored images. These
men always endeavored first by holy meditation to form
in their own souls a just conception of the original, in
order afterwards to express outwardly, though in imper-
fect form, and in human lines and features, the idea which
filled their own souls. Touching and edifying is that
legend which relates how a pious and venerable artist
produced the world-renowned miraculous image of the
Blessed Virgin that graces the noble chapel of the mon-
astery of Marienburg.

The chivalric Order of Knights was especially favored
by Mary in its origin and protected by her during its illus-
trious career. It possessed, among its other sanctuaries,
a grand and imposing castle-monastery, with a beautiful
church, on the banks of the Rogat, not far from Danzig,
in Prussia. ‘This stronghold was the seat of the Grand
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Master, or Commander-in-Chief, of the whole Order. Both
castle and church being dedicated to the Blessed Virgin,
the place was known throughout Christendom as the seat
of the Knights at Marienburg.*

This name, but especially the devotion of the brave
knights to our blessed Lady, naturally required that the
chief and most prominent ornament of their temple should
be a fine statue of Mary.

To an artist of noble birth, and gray with vears and
honors, was intrusted the duty of producing such a statue.
Those who knew him found it difficult to decide whether
he excelled in piety or artistic skill. The Grand Master
of the Order required at this artist’s hands a large and
handsome statue of the Madonna, which was to be worth
its own weight in gold. The artist, on his side, asked no
other condition than that he should be allowed as much time
as he deemed necessary in order to render the work as per-
fect as possible, as near as possible to the conception
which he held in his own mind. Even several years might
be necessary.

He did not proceed at once to execute his work. For
many a long day he prayed earnestly to the Blessed Vir-
gin that she would enable him to produce a figure worthy
of her dignity and sanctity. After much prayer and med-
itation he found, as it were, engraven on his soul an ex-
quisite image of his patroness, which he determined to
embody in marble.

Accordingly he sought far and wide for a piece of the
purest and most unblemished stone that could be pro-
cured, and then, with further prayer, he set to work with
hammer and chisel. At almost every stroke of his ham-

* The town which gradually grew up about the monastery is still
called Marienburg.
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mer he would sing and pray, saying in simple but earnest

language :
Dearest Virgin! Mother mild!
Guide the chisel of thy child.

Gradually and quietly the image of Mary began to re-
veal itself in the lifeless block of marble. Her beauteous
features came forth one by one; her soft and flowing hair
appeared ; her gracefully flowing garments in many a fold,
and on her arm rested the divine Infant. Still the
sculptor pursued his work, ever praying:

Dearest Virgin! Mother mild!
Guide the chisel of thy child.

At length, when a year or more had passed by, the
abbot of the Order came to inspect the progress or the
completion of the work. He was delighted and aston-
ished at the expression of dignity and loveliness that
beamed from every feature. He marvelled at the soft
and graceful folds of the drapery and at the life-like-
ness of the Virgin’s hair. In his eagerness he inquired
of the artist when the statue would be ready to set up in
the church. “Not for many long days yet,” he replied
with enthusiasm. “Oh, if T could but make it the same
as the image within my heart!”” So he went on working
for months, and even years, each day rendering his work
more and more perfect. Nor did he cease at the same
time to pray:

Dearest Virgin! Mother mild!
Guide the chisel of thy child.

But at last, one day, in an ecstasy of delight, he cried
out: “It is finished!” He then threw himself on his
knees and greeted the original of his work with a fervent
% Hail Mary.”
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He felt that the time had come when he was to be sep
arated from the beloved image of his blessed Lady. It
seemed as if his very heart was to be torn from his body.
But his prayers to Mary became still more frequent and
fervent as he knelt before the beautiful figure, which
he had wrought in a two-fold sense both from the cold
stone and from his own burning heart. There it stoodin
all its fair proportions, on the little altar of his studio,
while he prayed:

Dearest Virgin! Mother mild!

It seemed to look down upon him with a smile of appro-
bation and gratitude. At this kindly expression of asseat
the aged sculptor but prayed the more fervently, while
his heart beat high with gladness. Then he sank slowly
to the ground, his tired arms fell lifeless at his side, and
his aching head rested on the altar step where stood his
newly finished statue. When his friends came in the
morning they found him dead. To the pious artist, first
of all, had this work of his own hand become a miracu-
lous image of Mary. For, while he worked, his gentle
soul had been prepared to meet its God and to see in
heaven the original, the sublime original, of his beloved
statue that was henceforth to be the medium of many
blessings to future generations. Pilgrims came in eager
throngs to see the statue that had been brought into such
life-like form by the combined aid of art and prayer. All
found, by their own experience, that the Blessed Virgin
had indeed heard the artist’s prayer.

3. PAINTING.

In its representations painting enjoys a wider range
than sculpture. By the power of color, and of light and
shade, the painter’s pencil succeeds in rendering its sub-
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ject softer, gentler and more expressive than the stony
marble, even under the chisel of the most artistic sculp-
tor. The gentler the subject in the picture, the plainer
does this attribute of painting become. Now, the ten-
derest and most amiable of all subjects whether as
regards external beauty of form or internal purity of
soul, is the Virgin Mother, especially when contemplated
in her sacred relations to her divine Son, Jesus Christ.
Although high and noble art has done much to honor and
glorify our blessed Lady, she herself and the special lofty
enthusiasm that she has awakened in the soul of the
artist have contributed far more to refine and elevate art
and bring it to a sublime degree of perfection. This is
true more especially of painting. Through all the degrees
of its beauteous development, and in all the different
schools, whether Italian, Spanish, French or German,
we find that the pictures of the Blessed Virgin form
the first and fairest masterpieces. When we contemplate
the pictures of an Angelico Fiesole, of a Michael Angelo,
of a Perugino, of a Murillo, of a Holbein, of a Van Dyke
and many others, we can hardly withstand a conviction
that these artists must have adopted superhuman forms
for their models, or else that a superhuma. agency must
have guided their creative pencils. Indeed, pious legend
assures us that such was the case with Brother Bartholo-
mew della Porta, a renowned painter belonging to the
Dominican Order.

Blessed Bonsilius, the first among the seven founders of
the Order of the Servants of Mary, began in 1254 the
erection of a monastery and a church in honor of the
Blessed Virgin. In the latter was to be placed a large
and handsome painting of the Annunciation. For the
execution of this work an humble monk was chosen. This



60 Veneration of the Blessed Virgin.

was Brother Bartholomew, who, in the opinion of many
of the best judges of art, was second in the art of painting
only to Rafael himself. The humble but enthusiastic
artist went to work, painted the complete figure of the
angel, and also the figure of the Blessed Virgin, except
the face. This last part of his subject he was afraid to
touch, believing, in his humility, that he was unworthy and
incompetent to give expression to the heavenly mildness
and purity, the supernatural beauty and lovableness of the
immaculate maiden of Nazareth. Time and time again
he would seize his brush and as often would he lay it
aside. At last he came to the conclusion that he could
not finish his picture. Once again he resolved to gather
his thoughts carefully together and to strive in fervent
prayer and contemplation to call up before his mind a
becoming model of the Virgin’s countenance. While he
prayed he fell into 2 gentle slumber. When he awoke,
his wondering eyes discovered on his painting a beautiful
face, every feature of which seemed to beam with life
and beauty. “A miracle! A miracle!” cried out the
astonished Brother Bartholomew. Attracted by his cries,
Father Bonsilius and several other monks hastened to
the spot. Their joy and wonder knew no bounds as they
gazed at the almost divine face of the painting. One and
all said : ¢ Surely thisis not the work of any human hand.
Only an angel could paint such features.” This same is
the famous painting that is honored to this day in the beau-
tiful Church of the Annunciation in Florence, and to visit
which thousands of pious pilgrims come year after year.

Yet one more there was who understood still better
than Brother Bartholomew how to paint the image of the
Madonna. This was Rafael Sanzio, perhaps the most
renowned of all painters.
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Rafael was born on the 6th of April, 1483, at Urbino
in Italy. When a boy of eight years he executed some
original pictures, under the direction of his father, who
was also a very good artist. When but twenty years of
age he executed the beautiful painting of the Espousals
of Mary and Joseph. The more famous of Rafael’s sub-
sequent pictures of the Blessed Virgin are known as the
Madonna of the Veil, Madonna di Foligno, Madonna
della Sedia, and the Sistine Madonna. The most ex-
quisite of all his productions is his painting called the
Sistine Madonna, which is kept in the gallery at Dresden,
where it excites the wonder and admiration of thousands
of daily visitors. The Blessed Virgin is represented in a
cloud of glory, holding her divine Infant in her arms.
The saintly Pope Sixtus and St. Barbara are seen kneel-
ing in prayerful reverence before them.

Every painting of the Blessed Virgin and of the Holy
Family executed by Rafael, carries plainly the impress of
a soul inflamed with love for human nature. In his
pictures of the Madonna and Child especially, the beauty
of each is so noble and pure, the expression so free from
every trace of earthly feeling and human passion, and the
grouping so harmonious, while such heavenly inspiration
is breathed forth from the canvas, that the whole seems
to be the conception of an angelic mind and the produc-
tion of a creative hand, and impresses us forcibly as an
unapproachable and immutable ideal. On this subject
Rafael himself speaks as follows to the Count of Casti-
glione : “ When painting our blessed Lady I keep con-
stantly before my mind a certain fixed ideal that exists in
the very depths of my soul.”

Rafael lived to be but thirty-seven years old. He died
on Good Friday, the 6th of April, 1520, which was also
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his birthday. In accordance with his own wish a statue
of the Blessed Virgin, sculptured in marble, has been set
up over the altar that covers his last resting-place. What
more fitting memorial could adorn the tomb of the artist
who, by his pious skill and holy industry, contributed so
effectually to the honor of the Blessed Mother? Even
in our own day the art of painting continues to promote
honor and love for the handmaid of the Lord. Who
has not seen and loved, for instance, the sweet and tender
Madonnas executed by the artistic hand of a Desch-
wanden ?

4. MUSIC.

How eminently fitting it is that music, the most fascin-
ating of all the arts, should dedicate its purest and most
delicate strains to the honor of Mary Immaculate. Her
sublimely chaste character, firing the pure and noble
heart of the truly Catholic artist, must necessarily have
aroused his brain to the composition of the loftiest
harmony and melody. Music stirs and sways the deepest
feelings of our nature, gives expression to thoughts and
sentiments which words could not express. Hence, in
all ages and among all nations, music and song have
been used as powerful assistants to devotion in all public
worship. What subject of our holy religion is better cal-
culated to awaken lofty aspirations in a God-loving soul
deeply imbued with divine faith, or to overflow the heart
with profound sentiments of joy, sympathy, hope, grati-
tude, and admiration and childish confidence than the
infant figure of the Son of God reclining on the Maiden
Mother’s sacred heart, or the graceful form of that same
heroic Mother standing in patient sorrow beneath the
cross of her dying Son? Hence it is that those strains
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of music are the grandest and the most inspiring which
sing the glories of the God made man of His chosen
Virgin Mother. Hardly any artist in Christian music can
be found who, while consecrating his talent in that divine
art to the service of the Catholic Church, has not also con-
tributed his share to the glorification of the Blessed Virgin.

In ail ages, and in all languages, our blessed Lady
has been celebrated in sacred song. ‘T'o-day the devout
client loves to gather up and reproduce and put in last-
ing form those poetical and musical effusions of antiquity
and the Middle Ages as so many precious, bright and
sparkling gems. As it would not be possible to give, in
this place, even a brief history of the music and hymns
that have been dedicated to Mary, I select a few examples
from the poets and composers of the German nation.

The glorious canticle of the ¢ Magnificat,” which Mary
herself had sung under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
was chanted in her praise and memory by the faithful in
the very earliest ages of the Catholic Church. According
as the different festivals were established in her honor,
songs and hymns were gradually composed which were
appropriate to the mystery or event commemorated.
From time immemorial have there been such hymns, re-
sponsories, anthems, antiphons and even whole Masses
devoted to the celebration of Mary’s prerogatives and
virtues. At the time when Germany was converted to
Christianity, a large number of canticles in praise of the
Blessed Virgin were in use throughout the Church.

St. Rotker, a Benedictine monk of St. Gall’s, who died
in gr3, sang the glories of the ever blessed Mother of
God in seven beautiful canticles which for centuries were
sung devoutly in every German church and German
home. These hymns were remarkable for the intense
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devotion that breathed in every word and note. What
pious simplicity is expressed in his hymn on the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin, “O Mary, born of David's royal
race.” How sublime and solemn his hymn on the
Assumption, ‘‘ With the glorious Queen of heaven an-
gelic choirs rejoice 1

In the same age, Tutilo and other fellow-monks of
Rotker composed and sang devout hymns of invocation
to Mary.

The venerable Herman the Cripple, who died in 1054,
and concerning whose composition of the * Salve, Regina,”
or “ Hail, holy Queen,” we shall speak farther on, com-
posed several other hymns on Mary Immaculate. Of
these the beautiful ¢ Alma Redemptoris,” like the * Salve,
Regina,” is to-day used in the public service of the
Church,

A poem in prose, beginning with the words * All hail,
bright Star of the Sea,” composed by a contemporary
monk of South Germany, of whom we know ounly his
religious name, Henry, enjoyed such a lasting popularity
and favor among the clergy that a writer, in quite recent
times, tells us that it possessed more musical merit than
“ six hundred cartloads of the productions of other
composers.”

The German people have had hymns in Lonor of the
Blessed Virgin, and have sung them, certainly, for the
last eight hundred years. When St. Bernard preached
the Crusades in the German Countries, he and his com-
panions were niuch pleased and edified with the simple
hymns then in use among the people. When the gallant
German knights went forth to the Crusades against the
enemies of the Holy Land, or when private citizens set
out on pilgrimages to Jerusalem or Rome, their journeys
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were always gladdened by the hearty songs and music of
the meistersingers and the minnesingers who sang the
praises of the Blessed Virgin. Once, when Count Henry
of Rapperswyl, surnamed the Wanderer, was returning
home from a pilgrimage in the Holy Land, his ship was
overtaken by a dreadful storm in the Mediterranean Sea,
and was threatened with speedy destruction. As he stood
looking out upon the angry biliows, he and his crew
sang together with deep devotion, “Gentle Star of
Ocean,” etc. At the same time he registered a vow to
Heaven that if he should escape out of the storm, he
would build a monastery in gratitude to the Blessed
Virgin. He fulfilled his vow. In the year 1227 he pur-
chased from the count of Ryburg the town and sur-
rounding country of Wettingen, Switzerland, where he
founded a Cistercian abbey under the invocation of
# Mary, Star of the Sea.”

But music has created in honor of Mary not only
popular hymns, but also lofty classical compositions that
only a high musical culture can appreciate. Who can
listen to the * Ave Maria ” of Leonardo Leo, the “ Salve,
Regina,” and “ Stabat Mater ”’ of John Baptiste Jesi, sur-
named Pergolese, to the “ Salve, Regina’’ of Hasse, and
to the countless renderings of the glorious compositions
to which the “ Magnificat” has been set, without feeling
himself moved to the very depths of his inmost soul and
aroused to the most exalted devotion ?

Furthermore many of the best and most eminent
artists in music and song, besides doing honor to Mary
by their beautiful compositions, have also paid to her the
tribute of loving hearts, namely, a sincere practical imita-
tion of her virtues. One of the most renowned of sacred
composers was Christopher Gluck, born at Weidenwung

5
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in Upper Palatine, July the 2d, r7r4. Like many other
musicians Gluck had learned the first principles of his
profession in the sacred precincts of an abbey church.
The pure, fresh voice of the youth, as it floated through
the long aisles of the sacred edifice, his natural and
easy rendering of the most difficult passages, charmed the
souls of the worshippers into ecstatic devotion.

One day the youthful Christopher was leaving the
church after having chanted a hymn with most wonderful
effect, when he was met at the door by a venerable, gray-
haired monk who said to him, ‘“ Alas! I have nothing
better to offer to my youthful chorister in return for the
exquisite pleasure he has afforded me by his singing, than
this poor rosary. Take it, however, and keep it in
remembrance of old Father Anselm. Promise me, also,
to recite your prayers upon it every evening in honor of
the Queen of the angelic choirs. The practice will
bring you prosperity.” Christopher accepted the simple
but precious token and promised, with sincere and pious
emotion, to say his Rosary every day.

Christopher soon after went abroad into public life,
His career, though prosperous in the main, was also
attended with many perils and a few disappointments.
Wherever he went, in Italy, Vienna, London, or at the
splendid court of Queen Marie Antoinette in Versailles
and Paris, he carried with him the precious gift of old
Father Anselm and never failed to keep his promise of
using it. On the 15th of November, 1787, a sudden
stroke of apoplexy brought his brilliant professional [ife
to a sad and unlooked-for end. When his friends came
to his room they found the cold, stiff fingers of the dead
musician clutching the now worn-out rosary, the never-
forgotten gift of the old friar.
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Mozart, who died on the gth of December, 1791, and
Haydn, who died on the 31st of May, 1809, both grand
princes in the realms of music, revered and honored the
Blessed Virgin, as well by their sublimely artistic com-
positions as by their humble and fervent prayers, es-
pecially the prayers of the holy Rosary. This last de-
votion Mozart practised every day. He would often
retire quietly from the most brilliant and fashionable
gatherings of admiring friends in order to say his Rosary
in some peaceful and remote corner of the house. On
the occasion of the grand success of the presentation of
his operatic symphony in Paris, Mozart gave expres-
sion to his feelings of joy and gratitude by reciting his
beads.

Finally, in more modern times, and even in our own day,
fair, fresh garlands of musical flowers have been woven
by artistic hands and laid at the feet of the Queen of
men and angels. Who has ever listened to the sweet
hymns of Father Lambillotte without feeling his heart
raised towards the heavenly courts where Mary reigns as
Queen? How many thousands of her friends and ser-
vants love to hear, and perhaps to sing, the simple
melodies of Aiblinger, and find therein hope and con-
solation !

5. POETRY.

Poetry has perhaps profited more by the divine gift of
Christianity than any other department of the liberal arts.
The hymns composed by Christian poets are veritable
masterpieces. They contain flights of soul never before
known to man. In theirlines are to be found a ravishing
and joyous appreciation of God’s infinite beauty and
mercy, and happy, comforting certainty of man’s hope
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for a uture eternity hitherto dark and doubtful. More
tender and sweet, if not as sublime and grave, are the
tuneful numbers of the poet when he sings of the beauty,
dignity and purity of Mary, of her maternal love, her
maternal joys, or her maternal sorrows.

St. Ep'.rem the Syrian, who died in 318, St. Gregory
of Nazianzen, who died in 390, and St. John Damascene,
who died in 754, enriched the Church in Eastern lands
with a wealth of religious canticles, in nearly all of which
Mary's praises are sung in harmonious numbers. In the
Church of Western Europe, Pope St. Damasus, who died
in 384, St. Ambrose, who died in 397, St. Augustine, and
more especially Venantius Fortunatus, bishop of Poitiers,
with many other poet-saints, have sung the praises of the
Blessed Virgin in the sweetest and tenderest of cadences.
From the twelfth to the fourteenth century the rich,
broad field of devotion to Mary was fairly covered with
the flowers of religious poetry. Her whole life was sung
in verse by Werner von Tegernsee, a gifted poet of
nature who, after wearing for many years the habit of
St. Benedict, died in 1197. The wandering bards,
Rumsland and Walther von der Vogelweide, from 1190
to 1230 sang Mary’s praises in poems that continued to
live among the people long after the death of the com-
posers. Conrad von Wurzburg, who died about the year
1287, constructed from the gems of Mary’s virtues and
prerogatives a canticle of praise containing two thousand
verses, called it the Golden Crown, and laid it at Our
Lady’s feet.

Of the productions of the fifteenth century, suffice it to
mention the sweet and devotional hymn of St. Casimir,
who died in 1483. To-day it is well known, and is sung
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by thousands of Mary’s votaries all over Christendom.
It begins,
Daily, daily, sing to Mary,
Sing, my soul, her praises due;
All her feasts, her actions, worship,
With the heart's devotion true. i

Although the devastating storm of the so-called Refor-
mation in the sixteenth century shattered the delicate
lyre of many a devout poet, there was no want of classical
compositions in honor of the Blessed Virgin, even at that
dismal time or since then.

There were the poems of Lopez de Vega, Calderon,
James Balde, and, since the days of Chaucer, such gifted
souls as Thomas Moore, Mrs. Browning, Longfellow,
Aubrey de Vere, Father Faber, Coventry Patmore, Dante
Rossetti, have sung her praises in our mother tongue.
From day to day the firmament of devotion to the
Blessed Virgin isilluminated by many a bright and spark-
ling poetic ray which, while revealing her virtues and
excellence, awakens hope and confidence and new piety
in the stormy heart of the troubled Christian pilgrim.

Thus, ever since the earliest dawn of Christianity, the
Virgin Mother of Jesus has been celebrated in song as
well as in every other department of Christian art. The
boundless treasury of her graces, the inexhaustible well-
spring of her virtues, and the boundless ocean of her
influence in heaven, have been thus portrayed, to the
souls of men, in most fascinating and attractive modes.

Happy are you, Christian reader, if, in the possession
of a good conscience, you have a pledge that you will
one day stand face to face with all these joys and glories
in the kingdom where Mary is Queen. Thus may it be.



CHAPTER VII
Devotion to the Blessed Virgin in Mottb Emerica.

I. NEW CONQUESTS.—NEW WEAPONS.

IN America, as in every other quarter of the globe,
devotion to Mary is contemporary with Christianity.

The ship in which Christopher Columbus set out in
search of a new world was named St. Mary of the Con-
ception. The naval charts by which the vessel was
guided, had been drawn by Paul Toscanelli in the obser-
vatory of the grand dome of St. Mary’s Church in
Florence. The last portion of the Old World on which
the hardy navigators looked when they bade it fare-
well, was the island of St. Mary’s, one of the Azores
group. During the voyage the “ Salve, Regina ” was sung
every evening by all on board. We may get some idea
of the thoughts and aspirations that prevailed in the
manly breast of Columbus, from the peculiar anagram
which, according to the custom of that time, he used
when signing his official papers, and which, also, he
wished to be adopted by his son Diego and all other
descendants in his line. It consists of the initial letter
of his office of admiral, a dignity which he esteemed as
coming from God, surrounded by the initial letters of the

70
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names of the three persons in the Holy Family: Jesus,
Mary and Joseph.*

S. 8. S
A.
X M YV

He named the island on which he first landed San Sal-
vador, or Holy Saviour, in honor of the Son. The sec-
ond he named Conception, in honor of the Mother. In
his last will and testament he enjoined upon his son and
heir to build a church in a suitable place on the island of
Hispaniola. It was to be sacred to the Immaculate Con-
ception, and to have a hospital attached that was to be
conducted on the plan followed in the best institutions of
the kind in Spain and Italy.

Champlain, who was the greatest and noblest among
all those who followed Columbus across the ocean, and
who founded the city of Quebec, gave the name and title
of the Immaculate Conception to the first chapel built by
himself in Canada in the year 1615.

In the year 1653 the Jesuits placed under the special
patronage of the Blessed Virgin their united missions,
which they had established amid untold hardships and
difficulties. Their converts were so true and devoted to
Mary that they were often scornfuily reproached by their
unconverted countrymen with having become * Mary-
ites.” In the missions among the Iroquois, where the
utmost labor and vigilance were required to guard the con-
verts, and the Fathers themselves even, the same state of
things existed. In 1671 Father Rasseire wrote: “ He who
fancies that a whole tribe of Indians can be converted at

*In those times I or J, for Joseph, was frequently written Y.
X is the Greek initial of ypioroc, or Christ.
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once, or that they embrace the faith by thousands, or even
by hundreds, will certainly be disappointed. Canada is
far from being a land of roses. To convert even one, the
missionary must often travel a long distance over a path
strewn with briars and thistles.”

In the following year, when the celebrated Father
Marquette set out to explore the course of the Mississippi
river, he placed his undertaking under the protection of
the Blessed Virgin Immaculate. He states in his letters
that, “If the Blessed Virgin favor and assist our project
of finding the mouth of this grand river, we shall name it
the Conception, as well also as the first mission which we
may be able to establish among the natives on its banks,
as I have already done among the tribes of the Illinois.”
This last was at Raskasia, where to-day, after nearly a
hundred and fifty years, the church bears the name of
the Immaculate Conception. The two first churches at
Three Rivers and at Mobile, in Alabama, were dedicated
to the Immaculate Conception.

Devotion to Mary was a necessary of life to the con-
verted Huron and Iroquois Indians. They wore their
rosaries either about the neck or on the arm. When
they would visit the Dutch Protestant settlement at
Albany for the purpose of selling skins and other wares,
they wore their rosaries publicly on their necks, and in-
deed were much shocked at the looseness of morals to be
seen among the white traders. One of the Dutch burgh-
ers having, one day, reproached an Indian woman with
worshipping a creature, received the following reply, ¢ Do
you think that you can convince me that the Mother of
Jesus is not deserving of respect?” By her answer the
woman showed that she could distinguish where her op-
ponent got things confused. When the converts would
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return from their daily labor, they would repair to the
chapel together to say their Rosary. Every Sunday they
devoted the afternoon hours to the devotions of the vari-
ous confraternities, especially that of the Holy Family.

Concerning Catharine Tehgahkwita, who died in the
odor of sanctity, and at whose grave many miracles were
wrought, it is related that she could not speak of the
Blessed Virgin without being overcome with pious
emotion. She knew by heart all the litanies of the
Blessed Virgin and used to recite them all devoutly,
especially at night after the general night prayers. She
carried her rosary about her always and told over her
beads several times a day. On Saturdays and the ordi-
nary festivals of the Blessed Virgin she practised severe
self-denials, and in various ways sought to imitate the
virtues of the Blessed Mother. On the grander feast-
days she would redouble her zeal, inventing ways and
means to make new sacrifices to God and to repeat
others often made before. Had it not been for this child-
like, confiding devotion to the Virgin of virgins, Catha-
rine would not have persevered for twenty years in a life
of such purity and innocence, amid heathenish and un-
governable wickedness.

We have seen two different classes of heroes appear
on the scene of the New World. Some came with sword
and cannon; all those who wielded the sword have long
since perished by the sword, and their conquests have
melted away. Others came with the cross and the
rosary; of these many met a martyr’s death, and others
died of hunger and exposure in the wilderness. Yet this
did not deter others from following in their footsteps and
sacrificing themselves for the same holy cause. Their
time of greatest peril was during the time that the Prot-
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estant colonies were at war with the savages, while the
missionaries were warring against paganism. They were
driven out of Virginia and the Carolinas. The mission
on St. Mary’s Bay was destroyed. When the intrepid
Fathers could not return, they went to plant the faith
amid other difficulties and dangers.

When the shepherds were driven off, Mary would take
care of the destitute flocks. Thus, for example, the
Indian chief of the Peorias carried about his neck a
crucifix and a medal of the Blessed Virgin. IHe had
heard that Mary is the “help of Christians.” One day
an Indian belonging to the hostile tribe of the Foxes
lay in ambush for this pious man, and had already
levelled his gun to fire. The other had his musket with
him, but it was unloaded. In this moment of danger he
called upon Mary for help. The gun of his enemy
missed fire five times. The good Indian now over-
powered his assailant with bodily strength, took him pris-
oner, led him in triumph to his tribe, to whom he explained
who it was that stood by him in his hour of danger and
delivered his enemy into his hands. Hence the captive
was not subjected to the cruelty usually practised upon
prisoners.

But it is one who plants, and another who gives the in-
crease. The prevailing race of white people was to come
from Great Britain. Beside her Protestant colonists,
England sent also a band of Catholic settlers, who came
to their wild, new home under the guardianship of the
Blessed Virgin. Two vessels, the Ark and the Dove,
brought them over. Who is notreminded by these names
of the Ark of the Covenant, and of the chosen one of
God, whom the heavenly Bridegroom called His dove?
The Catholic pilgrims set sail, under the guidance of the
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¢ Star of the Sea,” on the 22d of November, 1633. The
gracious Mother of God bade them welcome to their new
homes. It was on the festival of the Annunciation, which
in England is better known as “ Lady Day in Spring,” that
the Maryland Fathers landed on St. Clement’s, now called
Blackstone, Island, in the Chesapeake Bay. Father
White celebrated Mass, and then the standard of man’s
salvation was raised aloft to proclaim the glad tidings of
the Gospel, and as a sign that the land was taken posses-
sion of in the name of the King of kings and of His
blessed Mother. They named their settlement St. Mary’s,
and that land of refuge was afterwards persecuted Mary-
land.

2. MARY’S MISSIONARIES.

Again it was a ¢ Lady Day,” on which the first bishop
of the United States, Dr. John Carroll, received episco-
pal consecration. On “Lady Day in Harvest,” in the
year 1790, the ceremony was performed by Right Rev.
Dr. Charles Walmsley, vicar apostolic of London, and
bishop of Rama & partibus infidelium. The scene of the
consecration of the first chief pastor of the incipient
American Church, which had just been set free by the
war of Independence, was the sumptuous chapel of Lal-
worth Castle in England. The preacher, on the occasion,
was the celebrated Jesuit, Father Plowden.

It was on the 7th of December, the eve of the festival
of the Immaculate Conception, in that same year, that
the newly consecrated prelate arrived in Baltimore, his
future episcopal city. In his inaugural sermon to his
assembled people, he urged devotion to the Blessed
Virgin, as the best means for bishop and people to lessen
present evils, to meet future difficulties, to establish relig-
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ious life on a secure and permanent foundation, and
thus to enable them to fulfil all their duties.

Eleven months later Bishop Carroll assembled his
twenty-two priests in the first diocesan synod. The
decrees of this meeting have been confirmed and renewed
by all subsequent ecclesiastical councils, and have made
the groundwork of the complete discipline of the Church
in the United States. Of the statutes adopted at that
synod, the nineteenth reads as follows: “¥rom the
beginning of our episcopate we were most desirous of
choosing the Blessed Virgin Mary as the principal
patroness of our diocese, that, through her intercession,
faith, piety towards God, and purity of morals might
flourish and be more and more augmented among the
faithful committed to our care, Having been con-
secrated the first bishop of Baltimore on the feast of
the Assumption of the same Blessed Virgin Mary, led by
a most ardent devotion to honor so great a patroness, we,
in the first place, exhort our venerable brethren them-
selves to venerate the most Blessed Virgin with the
tenderest devotion, and to recommend the same devotion
frequently and earnestly to the faithful committed to their
care, that all may feel that they have in her patronage a
powerful protection. We further decree that the Sunday
within the octave of the Assumption, or the feast itself,
if it fall on a Sunday, shall be celebrated as the principal
feast of our diocese, upon which day the faithful are to
be earnestly recommended to receive devoutly the Sacra-
ments of Penance and the Eucharist. And for the in-
crease of the piety of the faithful we shall humbly petition
the Holy See to grant them the choicest spiritual favors.”

In this same sentiment and spirit Archbishop Carroll
wrote and preached for five-and-twenty years. It has
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pleased Providence to so guide his co-laborers and suc-
cessors that one and all of them worked and strengthened
in the same spirit. Among these we mention in the first
place, the originator of the American Provincial Council,
Dr. John England, first bishop of Charleston. This prel-
ate, so famous for his extraordinary learning and elo-
quence, as displayed in his writings and sermons, as well as
for his piety and pastoral activity, had been early dedi-
cated to Mary by his mother in Ireland. When he was
but a student in Carlow College he made a promise to
devote his life, under the protection of the Queen of
heaven, to the foreign missions. After having devoted
two-and-twenty years to the fulfilment of this promise,
founding the Church in North Carolina, South Carolina
and Georgia, erecting several religious houses, and saving
innumerable souls, he said to the priests who knelt about
his death-bed, on the 1oth of April, 1842, “I recom-
mend my poor diocese to your patron saints, and above
all to her to whom our divine Lord entrusted His chil-
dren, in the person of the beloved disciple, when He said,
¢ Woman, behold thy son ; son, behold thy mother.””

In the life of the first bishop of Cincinnati, Right Rev.
Edward Fenwick, we find the same trait of character.
He used to attribute his very existence to the prayers of
the Blessed Virgin. During his sojourn at Bornheim in
Flanders, where he was educated and became an orna-
ment of the Dominican monastery, he was taken prisoner
and condemned to death by the soldiers of the French
revolutionary army. He had recourse to his virginal
patroness, and became indebted to her for his liberation.

The same love for Mary was ever manifested in the
life of Right Rev. Benedict Joseph Fenwick, the first
bishop of Boston. It was his custom to perform every
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day appointed acts of devotion to the Blessed Virgin.
When so completely broken down by sickness, after a
long, laborious and meritorious life, that he could not
himself go through these pious exercises, he deputed
others to perform them for him. On the day of his death,
the person whom he had enjoined to say the three “ Hail,
Marys” which he had imposed upon himself the obliga-
tion of saying every day, in reparation for the indignities
cast upon the honor of the Blessed Virgin by unbelievers,
happened to omit them. The dying bishop, who to the
attendants seemed unconscious of everything around
him, noticed the omission and requested to have the
three  Hail, Marys” recited.

The Right Rev. John Dubois, founder and first presi-
dent of that training-school of bishops, Mount St. Mary’s
at Emmittsburg, and afterwards bishop of New York,
attributed all his prosperity in life to the Blessed Virgin.

One of his pupils thus writes of him, *“ Having it at
heart, above all things else, to implant and foster piety in
the hearts of the young, he strove chiefly to impart his
own tender love and devotion for the Mother of God, to
the souls entrusted to his care. To her he dedicated his
church, his seminary, his college, the woods, the spring,
the very mountain itself. Everything about him was
sacred to Mary. To her honor were his life and labors
devoted. He taught us in the most impressive manner,
both by word and example, to honor the sublime virtues
and prerogatives of our blessed Lady, to love that purest
and tenderest of mothers, and to have confidence in the
powerful intercession of so faithful an advocate. O,
Mary! Immaculate Queen of heaven, gracious pat-
roness of our beloved mountain, may we never cease to
reduce these salutary lessons to a devout practice.”
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An equally zealous reverer of Mary was Right Rev.
Simon Gabriel Bruté, first bishop of Vincennes. It was
his custom during his long and laborious missions to re-
cite every day the Psalter of the Blessed Virgin. During
his last hours of life, devotion to her was the subject that
occupied his expiring brain and heart.

Similar traits of love and devotion for Mary might be
adduced from the lives of all the bishops and priests of
our country. It was certainly the expression of popular
sentiment, that the Sixth Provincial Council of Baltimore,
on the 1oth of May, 1846, resolved unanimously and
heartily to request the Holy See to give its gracious ap-
proval to the action of the Council choosing the Blessed
Virgin Mary, conceived without sin, as the patroness of
the United States, and also to grant permission to cele-
brate in this country, for the sake of the Catholic laity,
the festival on the Sunday following the 8th of December,
and to allow the title, “ Immaculate Conception,” to be
inserted in the prayer and preface of the Mass and in the
litany of Loretto.

When, a few years later, the question of defining the
dogma of the Immaculate Conception was pending, the
American bishops exhibited a special desire to see this
crown of glory placed on the brow of Mary. All of them
who could possibly do so, were present in Rome at the
solemn definition of the mystery, on the 8th of Decem-
ber, 1854.

At the Second Plenary Council of Baltimore, a decree
was passed to make the festival of the Immaculate Con-
ception a holy day of obligation. We need not wonder
at this decree, for the council was solemnly opened on
the feast of the holy Rosary, 1866. Each session was
begun with a “ Hail, Mary,” and was closed with the
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prayer, * We fly to thy patronage,” etc. The seal of the
president, the most reverend archbishop of Baltimore,
bore the image of the Madonna with the legend, “ Auspice,
Maria,” that is to say, * Under the auspices of Mary.”

3. MARY’'S SANCTUARIES.

It needs no proof to show that the Catholic laity
of the United States are in unison with their beloved
hierarchy in devotion to Mary. The long list of
churches dedicated to God under her invocation, is
proof abundant. According to the Catholic Directory of
1896, there are no less than 1024, under the following
titles : St. Mary’s, 387; lmmaculate Conception, 234 ;
Assumption B. V. M,; 79; Annunciation B. V. M., 29;
Holy Rosary, 42z ; Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 26; St.
Mary, Star of the Sea, 19; Our Lady of Lourdes, 17;
Nativity B. V.M., 16; Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 15,
Our Lady of Sorrows, 19 ; Notre Dame des Victoires, 11;
Notre Dame, 11; Our Lady of Seven Dolors, 10; Visita-
tion B. V. M,, 10; Our Lady of the Angels, 9; Our Lady,
Help of Christians, 9; Our Lady of Good Counsel, 7;
Our Lady of Guadalupe, 6 ; Our Lady of Mercy, 5; St.
Mary, Mother of God, 5; St. Mary of the Lake, 4; Im-
maculate Heart of Mary, 4; Our Lady of the Lake, 3;
Sacred Heart of Mary, 3; Holy Name of Mary, 3; St
Mary’s of the Visitation, 3; Our Lady of Refuge, 3;
Holy Mary of the Snow, z; St. Mary’s of Perpetual
Help, 2; Our Lady of Good Hope, z; Our Lady’s, z;
Purification B. V. M., z; Our Lady of Loretto, z; Pres-
entation B. V. M., z; Our Lady of Grace, 2; Our Lady
of the Valley, 2 ; Our Lady of Cyentochowa, 1; Mother
of Divine Grace, 1; Blessed Virgin, 1; Our Lady of the
Presentation, 1; Qur Lady of Consolation, 1; St. Mary’s
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of the River, 1; Ave Maria, 1; Humility of Mary, 1;
Holy Maternity B. V. M., 1; St. Mary’s of the Scapular,
1; St. Mary’s of the Mount, 1; Our Lady of the Isles,1;
St. Mary’s of the Quapaws, ¥; Our Lady of the Springs,
1; Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 1; Our Lady of the
Gulf, 1 ; Our Lady, Queen of Heaven, 1 ; and Church of
the Madonna, 1.

Whatever may be the names of Catholic churches we find
that every one of them contains an altar of the Blessed
Virgin, or, at least, some memorial shrine, if only a statue
or even a picture. In the greater number of these
churches, the high altar displays the grouping of the Cru-
cifixion, the altar on the gospel side shows the image of
Mary, and that on the epistle side the figure of St.
Joseph. It is moreover a general custom in some dio-
ceses, prescribed by express law, to commence the Sunday
morning services with the Rosary and litany of the
Blessed Virgin. In every congregation her festivals are
solemnized with special joy and numerous reception of
the sacraments. The May devotions, and all others
of a similar character, are observed by young and old.
The sodalities are usually placed affectionately under her
guardianship. The Confraternities of the Rosary and
Scapular are everywhere established. Sodalities are a
matter of course in all our colleges and seminaries and
are to be found in many other communities. The priest
may feel assured that he will obtain from the faithful,
generous people in his care, all he asks for the honor and
in the name of Mary. It is owing to that same name,
therefore, that so many schools, colleges, orphan asylums,
hospitals and convents enjoy not only the protection of
the Blessed Virgin, but also the favor and support of the

Catholic laity.
6
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More especially do the religious communities, the
Orders and Congregations, rival each other in love and
-reverence for the blessed Mother. All the regular
houses, no matter whence they derive their origin, what
name they bear, what object they aim at, are nurseries
and homes of devotion to Mary. All members of what-
soever Order consider themselves, above all things else
as children of that ever Blessed Virgin to whom they are
indebted for the grace of their vocation and of persever-
ance in it.

4. DEVOTION TO MARY IN CANADA.

What has been said here in general terms of the United
States,may also be said and asserted with truth of Canada,
or the British American possessions. Canada was always
a truly Catholic land, having inherited from -the eldest
daughter of the Church, from whom she is descended,
all the treasures of Catholic tradition, a deposit which
she has carefully guarded and preserved amid trials and
persecutions to the present day. As we shall say in some
of the subsequent chapters, Divine Providence has shown
itself more visibly here in directing the colonization of these
people and in guiding their religious destinies, than any-
where else. Hence devotion to Our Lady is as necessary
an element of religious life to the clergy and laity of
Canada as it is to France, their motherland. Champlain,
the Moses of these exiles, was a child of Mary and the
builder of her first sanctuary in New France.

When the Franciscan missionaries dedicated their
monastery in Quebec, on the 2z5th of May, 1621, they
gave to it the same name that their saintly founder loved
so tenderly in his convent. They named it “ Our Lady
of the Angels.”
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Francis de Laval de Montmorency, first bishop of
Quebec, wore on his coat of arms the image of Mary Im-
maculate, side by side with St. Louis, king of France.
Nowhere has Mary had more dutiful sons than the Jesuit
missionaries in Canada such as the illustrious martyrs
Brebeuf, Jogues, Bressani, Chaumonot, Lallemant, and
their companions. Nowhere else has any Congregation
of men so perfectly maintained the spirit of their founder,
as have the Sulpicians of Canada that of their venerable
Olier, who to such a degree looked upon his own house as
a place sacred to Mary, that he had her name written on
the furniture! And if most of the Indian tribes whom
these missionaries converted have become extinct, yet
many of them, thousands of them, are to-day in heaven
with that Mother whom these holy men taught them to love.
Canada, though now for more than a century in the hands
of an heretical power, has not lost its faith, its ancient
blessings, its institutions, or its monuments.

5. DEVOTION TO MARY IN MEXICO.

To the south of the United States we see the colonies
of Spain, a nation that was second to none other in love
for Mary. Spain did not exterminate the natives upon
whose lands she planted her colonies. She converted and
civilized them. Though the great work is as yet incomplete,
it is well deserving of grateful and generous recognition.
The honor belongs mainly to the sons of St. Francis and
of St. Dominic, for through their heroic efforts Mexico, as
well as Central America and South America, was rescued
from paganism and won over as a spiritual conquest to
the faith.

On the 1st of September, 1513, the valiant Spaniard,
Vasco Nuiiez de Balboa, with 190 men and 6oo Indian
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carriers, set out from the colonial station of Antigua for
the purpose of discovering a new ocean which, the natives
said, was not far distant to the westward. A banner in-
scribed with an image of the Blessed Virgin was borne at
the head of the advancing column. Thus were the greatest
difficulties and hardships easily overcome. On the z5th
of September Balboa saw, from an eminence on which he
stood, the Pacific Ocean extending away into unknown
distance, full of grandeur and majesty. Throwing him-
self on his knees he thanked God and the Queen for that
discovery and the magnificent prospect. But a few
days more of travel and the goal would be reached. On
reaching the coast the hardy explorers sang a hymn of
thanksgiving to “ Mary, Star of the Sea.” Balboa, witha
standard of Mary in one hand and a sword in the other,
plunged up to his waist in the waters of the Pacific and
took solemn possession of the ocean, which he named the
South Sea.

Five years later Ferdinand Cortez received from Ve-
lasquez, at that time governor of Cuba, a commission to
conquer the empire of Mexico for the Spanish crown.
Cortez, accompanied by several missionaries, landed on
the 4th of March,1519, on the Mexican coast and stormed
and took the city of Tabasco, and gave it the name of
Our Lady of Victory. He persuaded his soldiers to burn
their ships, that retreat might be made hopeless and that
their courage during the conquest might be the greater.
Under the patronage of the Blessed Virgin the expedi-
tion, so prosperously begun, was continued, and wherever
a heathen temple was found it was transformed into a
Christian church; the idols were destroyed and the cru-
cifix, or an image of Mary replaced them.

Thus it was that in olden time St. Dominic himseif
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made use of the Rosary, and of devotion to Mary, to open
the eyes and soften the hearts of the heretics and to bring
down the blessings of Heaven on his missionary labors.
So in this case did his zealous sons rival the sons of St.
Francis in their efforts to diffuse that devotion more
widely and to render it more firm and lasting. Without
these measures Mexico would never have become a
Catholic land and a Protestant emissary would not have
been able to observe the good works of a Zumarraga, a
Las Casas, a Martin of Valencia, a Motolinia and a
Betanzos. He would not have been able to say of the
achievements of those Spanish Religious of the sixteenth
century, what Mr. W. Kirby, a missionary of the English
High Church wrote in terms of lamentation, from Mac-
kenzie, in the year 1862, concerning the labors of the
Oblate Fathers among the Copperhead and Esquimaux
Indians : ““ We must acknowledge that these priests pos-
sess to a high degree the confidence and the love of the
Indians, and are devoted heart and soul to their work.
But, sad to say, their zeal drowns all regard for truth and
they make use of all manner of means to attain their
ends. Little else is heard or seen except devotion to
Mary.”

Indeed, John Zumarraga, the first bishop of Mexico
in a letter addressed in June, 1531, to the Chapter of his
Order in Toulouse, writes, *“ We are laboring constantly
for the conversion of the Indians, and the grace of God
grants very favorable results to our efforts. The Fran-
ciscan Fathers have already baptized a million of pagans.
Five hundred heathen temples have already been de-
stroyed and more than twenty thousand idols have been
burned. And what is still more wonderful is the fact
that in this city, where formerly the hearts of twenty
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thousand children of both sexes were offered every year
in horrible sacrifice to the devil, the Religious have so
far succeeded in abolishing these awful rites that all
men’s hearts are turned towards the one true God and
know no other sacrifice than prayer, praise and the pure
sacrifice of the atonement.

“The children of the best families we have gathered into
our seminary. There, to the number of five hundred or
more, they learn to read, write, sing, and to assist at
divine service. These innocent children are very devout
at prayer, go often to confession, receive Holy Com-
munion with great fervor, and impart to their parents
the instructions they have received from us. At mid-
night they leave their beds to recite alternately the
office of the Blessed Virgin, a devotion of which they are
remarkably fond. The same thing may be said of the
Religious Order of Females, who have more than a thou-
sand girls under their direction.”

The Rosary was the text-book of the converts. In it
they found a constant reminder of the principal mysteries
and doctrines of Christianity.

The lives of the missionaries were not without evi-
dences that Mary did not let their efforts go unrewarded
and their prayers unheard. For themselves and their
spiritual children they found in Mary success in their
labors, protection in danger, and freedom from evils of
soul and body. An example of this was that wonderful
Dominic Mary of the Annunciation, who more than
once, when unable to overtake alive the sick persons to
whom he had been called to administer the sacraments
of the dying, awoke them from death to life by caliling on
the aid of the Blessed Virgin.

Under Mary’s protection and in her name they built
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their churches, monasteries, schools and hospitals.
Many of the churches have since become famous pilgrim
resorts and to-day are frequented by throngs of devout
servants of Mary. Thus arose in very early times in
those countries, Our Beloved Lady of Guadalupe, the
Loretto of the New World, where the Blessed Virgin, on
the 12th of December, 1531, appeared to an Indian,
and again twice afterwards, and enjoined upon him the
establishment of that shrine as a place of comfort and
consolation for his people. Then there is Our Lady of
Remedy, at Montezuma, where one of Cortez’s soldiers
built a chapel for an image of Mary before which he had
prayed in a thousand dangers; and again Our Lady of
the Lagos, in the mountains of Zacatecas, where even
yet every year, on the feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, the greatest and largest gathering of the people
takes place.



PART IL

The Blessed Virgin Honored in Cbhurch
Festivals.

CHAPTER 1.
Tbe Festivals of the Church.

I. THE SABBATH DAY.

ArmicaTy Gop Himself has ordained by word and ex-
ample that one day in every week should be exclusively
consecrated to Himself : by example, when He rested after
the sublime and miraculous creation of the world and
blessed the seventh day; by word, when He gave to the
chosen people the divine commandment, “ Remember
that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. Six days shalt
thou labor and shalt do all thy works, but on the seventh
day is the Sabbath of the Lord, thy God. Thou shaltdo
no work on it, thou nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor
thy man servant, nor thy maid servant, nor thy beast, nor
the stranger that is within thy gates, for in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth and the sea and all things

that are in them and rested on the seventh day, there-
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fore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and sanctified it ”
(Exodus xx. 8-11).

You are fully aware, Christian reader, that observance
of this day so sacred to the Lord, was changed from
Saturday to Sunday, the first day of the week. This
change took its rise from the pious desire on the part of
the Church and of the faithful to dedicate to God the
first part of the week rather than the last part, and more-
over the day of rest should be the memorial day of the
glorious Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ, which
took place on Sunday. Christian reader, examine your-
self here earnestly and sincerely in order to discover
whether to the best of your power you have complied
with and discharged this duty of sanctifying the day of
the Lord, by piously hearing Mass and the word of God
and by other spiritual work, as well as by refraining
from servile work and from all forbidden amusements
and pleasures. Are you solicitous, also, that those who
depend upon you observe with equal exactness the
Lord’s day? You would indeed give but little joy to
your dear Mother Mary if you pretended to observe her
festivals, yet offended her divine Son, the Almighty God,
on His day.

2. CATHOLIC FESTIVALS.

Sunday, however, was not sufficient to satisfy the zeal
of the Church or the piety of the faithful. Even in the
days of the apostles there were festival days and festival
seasons on which, although they were of Jewish origin, im-
portant events in the great work of redemption had taken
place. And why should not those days be sanctified ?
Should not the events and the truths which had such an
important bearing on all mankind for all time—rich, too,
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as they were in blessings such as the Birth, Passion and
Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ—should not they
live in the grateful memories of the redeemed and be for-
ever glorified by a suitable festival day?

But it is not alone the sacrifices in the life of our blessed
Redeemer that deserve our admiration and imitation.
Similar sacrifices have been practised to a wonderful de-
gree by weak men. Should not such examples of grace
and of love for God be held up to men for their imita-
tion ? Should they not be utilized in order to strengthen
those who are struggling in the battle of life? To en-
courage and stimulate those who are weary and de-
spondent? To lead men to glorify God and to -save
their souls as these models have done ?

There exists a sacred and intimate bond of union be-
tween all those souls which are united in the love
and grace of Jesus Christ. This doctrine of the Catholic
Church is called the communion of saints. Christian
reader, what comforting prospect this truth opens up before
the ravished eyes of your soul! You are not alone or un-
aided in your spiritual life. You belong not only to the
holy Catholic Church with its wealth of grace and truth,
you are moreover a companion of God and a member of
His household. You are a member of that one great com-
munity which is diffused not only throughout all lands on
this earth, but also through the kingdom of the Church
suffering in purgatory, and the Church triumphant in
heaven. The rich merits of the saints constitute a
common property among all the children of God. And
you, too, Christian reader, have a share therein. Nay,
more, not only the merits of the saints are ours, but we
enjoy intercession and protection. Is it not, therefore
proper and useful to honor in Christ, the Lord, these our
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perfected brethren and sisters in Christ, the Lord, in
order more certainly to become sharers in their merits,
protection and intercession, and to rouse ourselves?

And now, Christian reader, what place does the ever
Blessed Virgin Mother of God occupy in this communion
of saints? And what corresponding place should she
occupy in the calendar of the Church festivals?



CHAPTER II.

The Festivals of the Wlessed UVirgin in tbe Catbolic
Cburch.

I. THE CONSTELLATION OF FESTIVALS.

IN majestic but mild and gentle beauty the moon sails
in the firmament: what this fair luminary is to our eyes,
in the starry world, such is the Queen of heaven in the
firmament of the Catholic Church. Although, like the
moon, she does not shine by her own light, or diffuse her
own warmth, or display her own mild beauty, she is,
nevertheless, a safe guiding light along the dark and
dangerous paths of our earthly pilgrimage, for she, too,
has come forth from the hand of an Almighty and All-
Wise Creator. In this manner does this humble hand-
maid of the Lord preside over the very heart and soul of
our holy Church. She is the bright and beautiful re-
flection of the divine Son of justice. She is the willing
and obedient co-operatrix in the regeneration and re-
demption of mankind, the seat and dispenser of divine
grace.

This high position, these high prerogatives and the
universal and trusting veneration of the entire believing
world, obtain expression in the copious and abundant
garland of festivals and seasons which, in the course
of the year, adorns ecclesiastical life in beautiful and
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significant succession. How sublimely inventive was
that sentiment of faith and of simple love which prompted
the Church and the Catholic people generally to establish
such feasts! Not only the prominent and important
events of her life gave occasion and supplied the sub-
jects for such festivals, but also seemingly insignificant
circumstances, yes, even miraculous occurrences, extraor-
dinary favors which the Church itself, or some part
thereof, enjoyed in the course of her long career, and
were obtained through Mary’s intercessinn, gave rise to
many such festivals. Finally, different countries, dif-
ferent Religious Orders, different confraternities, various
favored places have their special festivals of the Mother
of God.

2. MARY'S FEASTS ADVANCE THE GLORY OF GOD.

But do not so many days of festival and commemora-
tion of Mary become a superstition? Do they not de-
tract from the glory of God? Mary herself has said in
the “ Magnuificat,” when speaking of the dignity of the
Mother of God, “The Lord, who is mighty hath done
great things in me.” Since, therefore, God has been
pleased to do great things in His creature, on that very
account we solemnize the fact and thus give all the glory
for His doings to His creature. For the same reason all
the glory of the celebration of the feast is reflected back
to God, and thus we may term a Lady Day also the
Lord’s Day. As Christ, the Lord, during His earthly
career gathered about Him all who were burdened and
heavily laden in order to comfort them, so in all time
does He assemble, on these feasts, around His altars
and His priests the faithful who are in spiritual need, in
order to instruct the ignorant, to grant pardon to the
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penitent, to give courage to the despondent and to give
grace and life to all.

Moreover, how and in what manner are the feasts of
Mary solemnized ? On every feast of the Blessed Virgin,
which is of obligation, every true Christian refrains
strictly from servile work, assists at holy Mass and the
preaching of the word of God, and performs other acts of
devotion. Again, a zealous client of Mary will piously
choose these days to reconcile himself to God by a
worthy reception of the sacraments, will fortify his soul
with the Bread of angels and also endeavor to gain in-
dulgences for himself or for the suffering souls in purga-
tory. Now these are all salutary practices which the fes-
tivals of Mary have in common with Sunday and other
festivals of the Lord; they are practices which tend to
the glory of God and the sanctification of the soul. Yes,
we may affirm that such festivals are bulwarks to the
sanctification of the Sundays, for as the true clients of
Mary are also the most conscientious Christians, they
will sanctify in a special manner the days appointed by
God to be keptholy. This they will do not only because it
is their duty so to act as Christians, but also because they
know and believe that by so doing they prepare for their
good Mother as great a happiness as if they performed
special devotions in her individual honor. Moreover the
regular weekly recurrence of Sunday affords them a
pleasant opportunity to honor the ever Blessed Virgin.
Finally the godless materialistic tendency of the times
attacks first the festivals and then the Sundays. As
long, therefore, as these festivals are conscientiously
observed the Sundays will berespected. Even in our own
days we cannot shut our eyes to the sad truth that as the
holy days fall away or are suppressed, the sanctification
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of the Lord’s day is sadly diminished or is disappearing
altogether.

But, Christian reader, it is not the question how many
and how beautiful are the feasts of the Blessed Virgin
and how piously you observe them. Everything depends
on your keeping them according to the wishes of your
glorious Queen, and in the spirit of the holy Catholic
Church.



CHAPTER IIL

Dow Wie $bould keep tbe Festivals of the WBlessed
Virgin.

WrtH what dispositions, Christian reader, should you
observe the name feast of your beloved Mother? 1n the
first place, you must love the feast and rejoice in it and
prepare yourself for it in order to surprise your beloved
Mother by a small but suitable offering. Secondly, you
should pass the day in grateful remembrance of her
maternal love. Finally, you should close the day by
making a holy resolution and promise to be more faithful
in the future in discharging towards her your filial duties,
In some such manner you should celebrate every festival
of your glorious Mother.

I. PREPARATION.

In order to at least prepare themselves for the better
observance of the festivals of the Mother of God, in order
to observe them more strictly, and thus to secure richer
and more abundant graces, the children of Mary, from
time immemorial, practised a very suitable and edifying
devotion, called a novena, or nine days’ devotion. This
devotion consists in sanctifying in a special manner, by
prayer and other pious works, the nine days which pre-

cede any feast of the Blessed Virgin. The number of
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these days is fixed at the figure nine, in order to imitate
the example of the Blessed Virgin herself and of the
apostles, who shut themselves, during nine days of retreat,
in an upper room in Jerusalem in order to prepare them-
selves for the coming of the Holy Ghost.

For the five principal festivals of the Blessed Virgin
there are many suitable novenas authorized by the Church
authorities, which are in general use. To every pious
Christian, who, alone or in union with others, whether in
the church or in a private dwelling, performs any one of
these novenas on a festival of the Blessed Virgin, Pope
Pius VII. has granted an indulgence of three hundred
days. To all those who perform these exercises on each
of the nine days and then receive the sacraments on the
festival, or on any day within the octave, and pray
according to the intention of the Holy Father, he grants
a plenary indulgence, which indulgence may also be
applied to the poor suffering souis in purgatory. In
times of great perplexity, and in great calamities, these
devotions have very often brought great relief. Do not,
especially when you stand in need of some special
grace, omit to merit such grace by performing one of
these novenas. Whenever, and in whatever form, you
perform these devotions, observe the following points,
which you will find useful to yourself and pleasing to the
beloved Mother of God :

1. On each morning of the nine days offer up, through
an act of pure intention and through the sacred and
immaculate heart of Mary, your prayers and other good
works of the day.

2. If possible, during the novena, assist every day at
holy Mass, there and then to lay your petitions before the
divine Son.

7
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3. During these days watch carefully over your thoughts,
words and works, in order that no stain of sin may taint
them.

4. Fulfil with the closest precision and utmost care all
the duties of your state of life; also during the day per-
form some work of mercy, practise some mortification of
the senses, some internal act of self-denial, some act of
patience.

5. Often, when at work, raise your heart to Mary, and
in sighs make known to her your wants. The purer your
heart is, and the greater your confidence, the sooner may
you look for an answer to your petition and for the result
of your devotion.

6. If your daily avocations, or the state of your health,
will not permit you to fast till midday on the eve of the
festival, at least abstain from some delicacy in eating and
drinking.

7. On the festival day itself you should receive, after
due preparation and with much devotion, the Holy Sacra-
ment of the altar. Then you should once again dedicate
yourself to your blessed Mother.

Unprecedented conversions and many other blessings
are the frequent result of these novenas, or nine days of
devotion to the Blessed Virgin. How pleasing to her
these devotions are may be inferred from a vision granted
to St. Gertrude. She saw one day a great number of
souls gathered together and nestling with an appearance
of unhesitating confidence under the mantle of the Blessed
Virgin, who seemed to look down upon them with moth-
erly tenderness. Then the saint seemed to hear a voice,
which said: “These are those souls, who in past times
used to prepare themselves for a proper celebration of the
feast of the Assumption.”
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2. ON THE FESTIVAL DAY.

To you, Christian reader, as a child of Mary, every
feast of the Blessed Virgin should be in every sense a day
of the Mother of God, that is to say, a day consecrated
entirely to the Mother of God. In the morning awake
with a joyful heart and meditate on the mystery com-
memorated on the day. Then utter thanks to God for
having spared you to see this feast of your blessed
Mother. Awake in your soul sentiments of love for the
mystery of the day and rejoice at the honor and the glory
which are to-day rendered to the blessed Mother through-
out the Catholic world. Unite yourself to this spirit and
present these lofty sentiments to the Queen of heaven as
a festal gift at her feet.

When the day is a holy day of obligation, you will of
course keep it strictly by refraining from unnecessary
servile work and by hearing holy Mass; but you can gain
the greatest of grace by going to confession and holy
communion.

If, dear reader, you are a Christian young woman, and
the custom prevails in your parish church that young girls
in special uniforms, with wreaths and white dresses, carry
out processions in honor of the Blessed Virgin, be sure
not to lose the merit of these pious exercises. No petty
vanity should be your motive for taking part in these
processions. You should be actuated by a conscientious
and justifiable pride in thus publicly acknowledging your-
self to be a child of Mary. Youshould always cherish in
your heart a firm determination to make yourself ever
more and more worthy of this uniform and of this honor-
able society by a conscientious imitation of the Virgin
Queen in her purity of heart.








