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THE AVTHOVR
TO THE READER.

] prefent thee bere ( pions
Reader) with swelwe fignes
of Diuine Dredeffination, col-
leéled at [pare howres out of
the facred Scriptures and boly
Fathers 5 which for the belp of
memorie beare each one theiy
D‘cUicc?or Emprcfc in the
front. of them. T bis Mirrosr
if thou shals take da tyly into
zby Fands , to glaﬂé thy j}[f
therin , and di/lgeml)* marke
’iqw many o f 117([: [ignes thou
difeouer fint k)’ /e/f, whether

yor mone, one0r bt 4 fer,



To e Rraper,

thow wi'r be able (1f thou al-
teref? not thy wur_[f) 10 ginea
nere coreiTure inwhetber baoke
thy name be wristen , either of
Life, or Death ; which bockes
are for the prefent shus wop,
not 10 be opened , 1il the lof?
General day 5 when thafe , who
shal not be found recorded in
the booke of Life, shalbe caft
into that dreadfull loke of
Fyer : whereas thofe , whofe
names are regiftred in Heanen,
shalparticipate of a Loy, which
neither knowes aM eafure nor
an End,



Scrigs Signol'um.

HE frfl figne of Tred flinasion is Sin
Tiencmai light 5 which kcaves for it's
Deuice , a Lurming Torch. TLe Mcttois:
Thy Word is a Lanthorne to my fect,
and alicht vatomy paths, Plal 11§,

11°A rcadines to die. Th- Deu. 4
dead man's Scull 7l Motto : 1 dcfircto
be diflolued, and to be with Chritt,
Piilp. 1.

1. Frequentaticn of Sacraments.
Dew The Tix of the facrid Tuhaviff. The
Motto. He that cate i f 1112 Eread shal
Dot die, 1eh 6.

1L Contempt of werldly thinzs,
Yhe Dew A bare Alter difpo.ted of al Wy
nammss, The Motto ir ¢ 1 have for
Chiifts fake accounted thofe things da-

Magcable , which were beneficial to me,

Philyp 3.
V. Patierce ith niadfi of i
atier. widfi of long aff] &.om,
aTY c- glex‘x]x_c;./ Rofe trec.Th. Motto: You
ol (1:;,‘;},}0 weep now , for yoy shal
- Trequenting Ser

3 nting Sermops Deu. ¥
f::“{ 73, Werdis: The wife man sha)lt
reafc .;Aslv.xfdcmc by kearing. 740 1f
mes. deeds hﬁr‘\d ih o
;Z?fildfmnn 7h Dcu'./ iu;;n:rl:’:‘:
o hi);t;ft‘;ﬂ('dha!h comesitred the car;:.
¢ighboyr to bucry cue. ), 4,



Series Signorum,

VIIL Self contempt. The Tmprefe,
The Cypicflc trce. T-he Motto: Vinles you
become aslitle infants;you shal not enter
into the Kingdome of Heauen AMas 18,

1X. Loue of our eoemies. The Deu,
Twothwarted lances combind with an oline
wreath The Motto: Be not vanquished by
euil , but by good conquer euil. Kem. 12,

X. Deteltarion of our pafled finnes.
Deu. .4 Rod and fcourge. The Motto: I
wil come prefently to thee, and remoue
thy candleftick out of it’s place , vales
thou doc pennance. e Apec. 2.

X 1. Propenfion of our wil to Good.
The Denice, . 4n Anchore. The Morto : T
haucinciined any ba to fulsl thy iufti-
fications for euer, Pfal 118.

X1i. Moderation of our paffions,
or the viQoric of temptaticns. Tke Deu.
oA ftrunz Lute. The Motto: Thy defire
shal be fubie& vato thee, and thou shalt
maifterit. Gen. 4.

The Coronides of she Zodiake Isa shors
difr.onrft ofxbt]carcitic of she Predeflinate.



THE FIRST SIGNE

OF
PREDESTINATION,

AR SanInternall light, which
‘ %{ beares for its DEVICE a
o burning Tapor The

N MOTTO  Luceing pedibus

mess verbam tunm , ¢ lumen [emiris mese,

Thy word s alanthorne to my fecte,

&alightvntomy pathes, By this lighe

we behould fo clearly | the manifold

benefits ofAlmighty God,the vanitie
of theworld, the fhore durance of our
liues, the filthy neile of finne,& the yza
nishing shadowes of 4] carthly plea-
fures , as at the firft glimpes chereof,
oncas.hallpxcfcntly conceinean ardene
longing , 1o depart towards-hcaucn,
adcry out with ¢he Kingly Prophet,
Sitidit anima mpg & My foule hach



Y. Sig. 2 Tue Cuistian
thirlted after God that liuing foun-
tayne ; O when shall I come and ap-
peare before the face of God » Muli
dicunt,quss oficnder nebis bona2 There are
many demaund who shall shew vs any
good , O God the light of thy counte-
nance isimprefs't vpon vs,and we will
walke in the light of that countenan-
ce of thine,

The fisi Paragraph.

T His. light of reafon which our
moft bountifull Lord inderiuing
from his owne countenance , hath
placed in the better part of man, is as
it were, our inward Guide & Inftruc-
tour. This is that ligle which not one-
ly diftinguisheth vs from beafts , but
euen impofeth a kind of ncceﬂit{c
vpon vs,to become liketo God. This
light imprintedin the mind of man, is
a kind of perperuall exhortation,
whereby-we ate cuer and anonc ad-
monished,net do that 1o others, which we
would not baue others todoto s foras
we deale with others , foarcwe to



ZODPIAKE. .;‘Pu.l.
expect, that others shoul_d deale “_11(5 B
vs, qud menfurd menfi fucrites remetietur I'n: 6.
wobss ; for which caufe weare neither
by openforce, not couerg pradtices, to
violate others, either in pointof their
fubftance,or reputation. By this light
we both perceiue all created things,
and alfo God our Creator, (though
darkly veyled )in full and intire pof-
feffion of themall, moft perfect, ble(-
fed, eternali | aburdantly fuficing
himfelf, and euery thing, the begin-
ning, middle, andtheend , inhabitin
an inacceifabic light as liberall as he
isrichof works, and guifts , whom j¢
cofts no more to performe any thing,
then his barely willing it, who is a]l
mercy & goodnefle, and yet withall,

a molt holy, feuere, and incorrupti-
bleIudge,and one who farr aboye
all flarterie, befides he s all Tuftice
whofe forme, & dimenfion s bcyond’
all expreflion admirablc, whofe like
Was neucr feene | nor cap cuer fall
vnd;r humane conceite and jyng 1~
haticn, to whom 3] beauty 9] com-
wefle compared, are byy meere day k.

A



1.51. 4 THe CHISTIAN

nelle , and contemptible shaddowes,
and yet to this moft loucly and ex-
quifite beatic, nothing can be more
gratefull , then to be beloued of vs.
"The fame light difcouers befides vnto
vs , the wonderous works of our
maker, the interchangeable dominion
of the night and day , the Maiefticall
face of heauen , brightly shining with
fo many ftarry eyes, theimmeafurable
iourneyes of the Sunne , and Moone,
the flowrie bofome of the carth, the
feas dreadfuil Empire , the feuerall
nations of liuing things, the wonder-
full increafe of fceding vegetiues, all
which proceed from Ged without the
leaft exercife or labour of his hands,
but he made them all by willing onely
they should be made.

Moreouer this light of faith and
reafon, demonftrates, thar the fupre-
me felicitic of man , confift’s in his
conforming himfelf as neere as may
be to his makers refemblance, for
that which moft refembleth , is cuct
moft gratefull, and certainly nothing
can adde more to an Images perfec=



zoD1 AKE. SP"".
tion,then a neere ﬁmilitudc to thepat-
terne from whence itwas drawne,
Which happinefle at laft we sha‘ll ar-
riue vnto , bat inanother countrie, in
another world , in the land of the
liuing.Nandum apparwit quid erimus & .
It is not as yet appavet ( ‘aythS. Tobn)what | | ;.
vwe shall be only th:s we know,*hat when he
appeares we shali becomelike vnro by 5 in
that we shall beb:uld him truely as be s,
Fromthe thought of this, fecoded by
refulgent light , the willconcciuesan
incredible content , hope raifeth vp
it's felf , to a moft eminent heighe,
and the affeQion mounts vp, ali ¢~
flamed voto Almightie God; for what
can be more rauishing fivect vito a
foule, then to confiderit's felf , the
liuely Image of o infinite a beautic,
and haue the affurance thar it i moft
_dcarc toit’s refemblance.But this light
Is nct {o bountiful of ivs rayes o
cuery one, for whichreafon the royall
I?rophn » who well knew by expe-
lience, that all were nor participant
of this cenfolation, doth congraty-

latewith himfelf yforfo higha prero- 7f g8
A 3 '



2, S;;g.

Baruch.
4.

P2y,

(1 Tue ChrRisT1AN

gatiue, Signatis eff fupexnos lumen vulius
1ei Domine,O Lord ( [ayth be) the light of
thy countenance is impre[fed on ws, thon haft
ginen me ioy inmybart | not in the harts
of cothers but in mine owne , and of
fuch onely ( Ochou foueraigne good-
nefle ) whomthou haft predeftinated
to cucrlafting life. For this we will
gladly walkn this light of thy coun-
tenance, and reioyce in thy nameall
theday long, for being deliuered out
of darkenefle, and rendred capable of
vnderftanding cuery day more, and
more of thy holy will, and by adearer
and ftreighter bond of alliance ynited
vnto thee, Beati fumus 6 1fraél ¢re. O
Ifvael bow. bleffed ave we ( fayth the
Prophet) 10 haue thofe things manififed
vnto s, which are pleafing to Almighty
God. And Iob when all both in hea-
uen and earth did {eemetoconfpirca
gaintl him , yot remcnbiing of this
lighe , was pot a litle comforted.
SP.'emIebat lucerna eiss [uper caput mewm
. His lampe ( [ayih be ) did shine oser
my bead, and | did walke 1 darkenes by
the light thereof: W berfore yor (fay ththe
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Ecclefiaftike ) who feare the Lord, lene
bim , and your barts shall be inlighmed.
Lux vefira in tenebyis orietar ¢rc. Lour f[f‘"- 4
light shall shine forth in darkeneffe and "5
our Lord shall beflowe vpon you a perpetuall
reft, and replenish your Sonles with fplen=
dours. Whereas if you once {eparate
your {elues from God , you will be
inuolwd in Egyptian darkenefle on
cuery fide : Nam error ¢r tenebra pecca-
toribus , concreata funt : for errour, and
darkenefle are ioyntly created with
wicked men.

The 1. Paragrapl.

T Aliadixerunt in Inferno i, qui pec-
caserunt. This was the dijcouife of
Jianers in bell, and tell me what was Wis. 5.
their difcourle & holy fpirit, for it
will appeare no vayne nor idle
curiofitie to be inquifitie what the
daimned fay in hell, and for vs who
ac {o couetous of newes what
ls.don_e in this King's Pallace , in
this Princes Court, to heare wh;t is
d<?nc in hell, if it be not vngratefull
willmuch leffe bevnprofitable, ¢f; y
"~ O» Clipe-

i
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cially fince thefe are no vncertayne
humours , fuch as commonly pafle
currant in reporting newes ; What
therefore are the difcomrfes of the
Wis 5. damned ? Ergo errauimns, 2 via veritatss,
& luftitie , lumen non luxit nobis. T bere-
Jere we baue erved (faythey) from the
Wway el oy b andihe l:ohr of Infl:ce bath
wot shingd vpon vs. Therefore we haue
erted ? This isthe confequence,but
where is the antecedent to it2 Venit
& fruamur Gonis , qua funt 3 vinopreciofo,
<& vagwento nos impleamus, &5 nepratereas
#os flos réporis, coronemus nos Rofis , ante-
quam marcefjant;nullum pratum fir , quod
won pertranfear luxuria noflra.Come ( {ay
they ) andlet s enioy thofe commodities
which are ; let vs take our fill of pretious
wine and [weet perfumes , and let vs nes
loofe the flower of our time ,ler vs crovne
on [elues with rofes beforeshey fade away,
ler no meddow be vatrauers’d by s iio-
reonfneffe. What could kine or oxendo
more, then inuitc one another in this
manner vato the flowry meddowes?
Andthis is the antecedencethey putin
the werld , voto the confequencs
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whichthey makein Hell. What mlfg-
rabchogickisthis?thrc they made
their antecedence , there they should
haue added theconfequence, & when
they fayd, come let vs enioy thofe comme=
diries which are , they ought inftantly
to haue concluded : T hereiore we baue
erred, fince citherwe mult do pennan-
ce in this life, or burne for it in the
next , this is a place to repent our fcl-
ucs of our finnes, and not to make no
end of finning,, we are rather now te
think of Crolles then delights , here
we are put to fight , we il exfped
to triumph in another place. Therefore
you haueerred, itis a good,and true con-
fequéce; but all too late, and the lighe
of Luflice hath not shined wpon you, and
whatis thislight of Tuftice » If jt be
Tuftice, as Turifts affirme , to afford
euery one his right, then isit likewife
aparte of Tuftice | to feta right value,
and efteeme on things , whence ghat
light ofour Soule » whereby we dif~
ecrne what account we are to make
of thcu.r » Is deferuedly fliled ¢he liglit
of lutkice , ous vaderflanding | and
¥
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this isthat which the damned (o la-
mentthey were dcpn'ucd of, Toiudge
of pleafant wices , to crowne their
hca.dCS with choyce garlands,to pleafe
their palats with exquifite fare , and
pucfue their pleafure through euery
pleafant groue , none were more
exaltly skill'd then they ; bue thatall
thefe p'eafures were no wayes to be

referred voto eternall ones,they wil-
fully choofe for to be ignorant of.
They were fo addi@ed to their vaine,
and ignominious paftimes , as all the
ioyes of the Blefled feem’d of finall
moment, but compared to them,they
affected fo paffionately their delicious
wines, their banquets , Rofes, and
voluptuoufneffe, that they cuerdared
to contemne the felicitie of heauen, &
made no account of all eternitie in
comparifonof that liberty of finning
which they had; but this was a moft
vniuft efteeme of things , as the light
of vaderftanding cuidently declares,
which teaches vsto prize eternitie at
fo high a rate ,as for its fake alonc to
defpifc all other things. Therefore yod



TODIAKER nPar. 3.

Lése errd , the euent doth plainely
shew it , and ihe light of Tuflice hatb n:t
shone vpon you , now it is too apparaut.
Many fhcrye are, who whil’ft they ob-
ftinately follow their dcpraucd yvaycs,
refufe viterly to learne what tisto go
aright_,but are content to be (o miflead
by their wilfull and gratfull Igno-
rance, and fuchasthefewere you, o
yee mifcrable wretches , wherfore
now cric, and howle, foryou arelike
cuctlaftingly to fing no other note,
but,ergo ervanimus, therfore we hane erved,
iberfore the light of Luftice harh not shined
wpon v:, This is the dicty of the damned
foules, this the mournefull fong they
fhall figh forth for all eternitie.

The 3, ?4ngnpb.

OCbriﬁims, therfore take heed,

that you depriue not your felues

of this fame heauenly light, 4, Barw b

,I..c,rd beflow Ypon vs by w%mt . nnﬁ :: Lo

“eurenour eyes , for by theleaft o;

ofthis light of vndcrﬁanding ,gitn:\fiﬁ
*Rohard matter o apprehend , thag
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lib. 1.
('anf-[.
10:

Serm. 3
de Cir
[g 1/ %
Domini

we are not to make mere account of
men then God ; of riches then of con-
{cience , nor to fet more by humane
fauour, then deuine ; that no pleafu-
re what{oeuer, is to be prefer’d to hea-
uen , nor thefe inftable things vnto
cteenallones. And truely fayes Sainét
Chrifoltome. He can find nothing on
earth ro beflow bis affetion on , whe bath
butonce [auoured o celefliall ihings,

This light of vnderftanding our
good God was pleafed fhould fhine
moft plentifully on Sainét Auftins
foule, when being aduifed (fayes he) 1o
make reflzxion onmy felf , I entred intothe
inmoft of all my felf , and there [aw With
fuchan aye , as my foule affordedme , the
snuariable lizht of God , which whofoesicr
kaswes, doth knew eternity, @ I pcrccim_d
.y [elf 10 be o farre eftranged from thee, in
aa vncouth land ;and not m;ch vnlike
to this lizht of vndetltanding ', was
that ligh? of deuotion , of which S.
Bernurd {peaketh, Befeech for thy felf
(fayeshe) the light of dewstion 4 bright
[unniday, togither with 4 fabaoth M;Zf-
pufe of mind 5 where like an old foudicr
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priwileg’d withreft , for bis long fernice,
thonmay'ft paffe ewer all the labeurs of t.b)
life , without amylabour at all, in running
with a dilated havre the way of the com-
mandements of God , whenceit will arrine,
that ,what at firft thos vnderwentft with
force, and bitterneffe of mind | thow shalt
afterwardsperforme withmuchweemeffe,
andconfolation ; to which I'kewife the
royall Plalmift inuites vs , where he
fayes. Accedite ad eum | & slluminamini.
Taftand behould the fweernc (fe of our Loyd.
And this is the delightfull light of T/ 33
heart | that flame burning with the
very fpirit of pleafure , which God
makesvs cuery day more , and more
partakers of, and with propertion to
this lighe inkindled in oyr bofomes,
?O_d,who is incapable of 4| augmen-

ition , and euery wayes immenfe,

doth yet after 2 wonderous manpey
Feceue increafe himfelf,
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Thil, 1.

14 Tue CHRrRIsSTIAN

RGBT

THE SECOND SIGNE OF
Predeflination.

S areadinefle to dic , which is fi-

gnyfied by adead-mans {cull, with
thele words; Coartdor € diicbao defiderium
babens diffolui, ¢ effe cum Chrsfte; Lamin
denbtberwixirwo , baning 4 DESIRE
tobe diffolued | andbe with Chriff, Et vos
fimiles eftore bominibus expetlantibus De-
minum fuprm & ¢, and be you (faycsour
fauiour) like to men awayting their
Lord athis returne from fome Nup-
tiall feaft, that when he comes and
knockes, they may ftreight-wayes
open vnto him, Then fayth §. Grego-
ric, it isthat our Lord doth knock,
when by vifiting vs with any gricuous
ficknefle , he denounceth vnto vs
thatdeath is neere athand , and then
we readily open vnto him, when we
entestaine his fummons, withafrend-
ly welcome : That guiltie perfen

makes fmall haft to open the Iudge
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thedoore , who dares not iffue out ’
of his bodyes prifon to mecte with
bim, neither canhe withany fecuritie
behould his countenance, whom he
knowes he hath affronted in fuch
voworthy manner,whereas he, whom
his hopes and a&tions haue tender’d
fecure, will prefently open vots him
when he knocks, he will beglad , and
take it for an honour that he call’s
him , and be cheerefull cuen in the
mid'f} of teares, in confideration of his
furare recompence, Why thendo we 2. 5.
ot defire (with the Apoftle) to be
diffolued and be with Chrift » fecing
“tis cuery wayes bereer » then to liue
hete prolenging of our wofull ban.
nithment, I¢ is impoffible that he
thould die il » who hath liued wel]
neither on the contraric, that he Pi- 19
{hould die well > Who hath liged ill,

and what is our Jife » Which we are (o

fearfullto be deprived of » butafcene

of mockeries > 2 fea of inife

where , jn whye thip focl::c:ry:vs;
cr’x_:barkc our felues,, whether decked
With gould , flyer > and pretions
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ftones, or but fimple woodall’sone,
ther’s no auoyding of the fwelling
waues , of being often dafhed again(t
the oppofite rocks,& oftner grounded
on perilous flatts, and fholes. Happy is
he who hath paffed this dangerous
fea, happy he who is fafely landed
in the hauen , and hath no more
reafon to complaine, whochancesto
die beforche is well firucke inyeares,
then one for coming too foone to his
iournyes end. Why then fhould we
feare dcath which is bue the end of our
Jabours, thic beginning of ourrecoii-
pence. Itis the Tudgement of God
vpon al fleth, which nonein former
ages could eucr auoyd,nor euer willin
any enfuing times, all muft follow as
many as went before , and we arcall
borne on this condition ,for to tend
thither , where enery thing muft goe.
Deathisthe end of all, to many,a re-
medy, and cuery good man’s wiflh, as
being to the Predeftinate, no other,
then 2 deliurance from all payncand
gricfe, and the vtmoft bound beyond
which no harme of theirs canaduance
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apace, What madnefle then wercitit
vs , to oppofe our {clucs to {fuch an
ynierfall decree of Almighty Gods,
toxefufe to pay a tribute, thatis duely
exa@ed of cueryone , & pretendtoan
cxemption that is granted to none?
How much more {ublimeisthe Chri-
ftian Theology, whichteachethvsto
make lifethe fubic& of oui patience,
and death of our defises. The fwann if Slin.de
we will belicue Solinus, liues eucr mirat.
groaning and forrowfull , and only ™«nd-
Hings , and reioyces vpon the point
of death | and {o it becometh the ele@

to doe , who are to departe to the
fruition of an endleflc ioy. So did that

“.hxtc aged fwan holySimeon,welcome
lus.aproaching death with this me-
lodious fong. Nanc dimitris 8. New

o Lord , rhew difmiffet thy feruant hence ir:
peace,and why then thould we lament

;_vhcn this_ poore cottage of ours doth

all to ruine ) s if wewere ignorant

that when this howfe of earth

habitation here » decayes God, y?:l]i-
Prepare vs a better one in heauen, a

oule not made by b
. nands,but -
ingone, Yy ,0ut ancuer
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The firfl Paragiaph.

W Hofoeuer lyes in a hard | and
paynefull bed, makeslittle dif-
ficultie torifc a any time, only the
fecke excufes and delayes , who Iy
lazing in their fofteft downe, and are
vowilling to forgoe their warmer
oeftes, Is thy life irkfome to thee;
I truft thenthou wilt not beforry to
ﬁaﬂ'c to a better one ; haft thou thy
cart’s content ? in my opinion then
’tis high time forthee, to clofevpthy
dayes , before thy profperity ouer-
whelme thee ( asit hath many more)
with fome difalt’rous ruine at the laft;
Wherefore { fayes Tertullian ) we are
no wayes to feare that whieh fecureth
vs from all other feares, God deliuers
that man from a long torment , to
whom he allowes but ashort tearme
of life, which confidcration madethe
holy Martyr§ (yprian, when the Em-
perour Valerian pronounced this
Sentence againft him : We command
that Thracins Cyprian be executed by the
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;to lift vp his hands and ey

{Z’ oI:fauten ,and Ec’hcrcfully anfweare,
Ged be euer prayfed , who vouchfaferb to L de
deliver me frem the fetters of this bady of h’”
mie. S. Ambrofe could not but won- —
derat fome , who whenthey were to
die, would rather expet till they
were thruft out by force , then 1eaus
their bodyes prifon willingly , and
what is there inthis world, and life
fayes he, but firife, with anger , luft,
and gluttonic, and the like, Of the
fame opinion was S, Chryfoftome y,, .,
whea hie demaunds: O man what csft <4 Coiof.
thou fay ? Thou ast inuitedto a king.
dome, tothe kingdome of the Sonne
of God, &art thoufo ftupid to ftand
shrugging at it like a ]a;y ﬂuggard,
and doubt whether thoy fhouldft ac-
ceptof itor no? If thoy wer't daily to
expofe thy felf for fuch a fortuneto 2
thoufand deathes, oughteftthoy nog
fo encounter with them ] } And
whil't thereis nothing, thou would'it
Bot attenpt o gainefomcpe(ty Prin.
cedome on the carth | wilt thoy flot
outdare athoufand words, v ilt thoy
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notleape into the fire , to becomea
ioynt~inheritour with the only Sane
of God? Nay outofa too inordinate
loue vnto this body of thine, thon
do’ft euen lament , and weepe for to
be taken hence, and cling’@t votothe
poere commoditics of this prefent
life; canit be that death should appea-
re vato thee fuch 2 honid thing
Without doubt the negligence , and
pleafurc , thou liv'ft inis the caufe
thereof , for thofe who liue'in mife-
tic, defire nothing more then to be
freed ; from the thrall of luing | and
fly away to reft. My thinks we can
be compared to nothing more fitly,
thento birdsflaggish yong ones,who
by their good wills would neuerleaue
their ncftes, and yet the longer they
abide in them, the more faynt, and
vnwildy they become , and with

ood reafon 1 compare this prefent
life to fuch a neft , whofe belt ma-
terialls are ftraw , and duft, for (hew
me your moft magnificent Pallaces,
and ecuen thofe Courts of Frinces
which fhine the brightcft with bur-
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nish't Gould ; and pretious ftones, o
and 1 will account them nothing fu-
periourto the {wallowes neft , fince
at the firlt approach of winter you
thal behould them all come drop-
ping downe.

Eucen (o (S, Chryfoflome thew genle
den Ovatour ) cuen {oit is, at laft they
mult all fall indeed, and we for com-
pany, and for the moft part they are
the {afeft who get fooncftdowne. In
which regard the Wifeman congratu-
lates with the Tuft, that he was raui-
shed away before malice had infe&ed
his vnderltanding , and the Angels fo
fharpely reprehéded him, who fheyed
fuch vawillingne(fe o die ; You AW
feard b2 fuffer ( fayd he ) and will mu'; :
part, what shall I do vwish o 2 HQ-
hath no faith ef the fatare Rycfu. :
tion, who makes no fpeed to a bruc.
lrllf'_e[.1 Ifhour‘goufc threatned s ;rt::c[:

10¢, should we 1
fcntly 2 Ifour shi;:;ti;nt;lcmy%u’ oy
altormy § L mudd Tt of

tmy Sea, should bejn dgu,
making wracke would dungerof
gingwishes be a]] feton ;lot o oo
and: In this
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world we heare the fearfall cracks of
ruinescuery where, the dreadfflroa-
ringofftormes & tempefltes oneuery
fide,and why then do we not feeke to
make for land? W by do we notretire
our {elues voto our heauenly Father
for our fecuritie , where all our deare
friends expet our coming , fecure of
theirowne fafety , folicicous of ours?
O happy dead,who dicin our Lord, in
that they reft in his bofomeasif they
dyed , andin that dilightfull flumber,
do dieno otherwife, thenif they went
to reft. So S. Stewen in the mid’ft of
fuch a violent fhower of ftones , of
A#. 7. fach a noyfe and murmure of thofe
which ftoned him , did notwithftand-
ing fall a fleepe in our Lord , asthe
o it fcripture teftifyeth Tkhe like omr
Sauiour himfelf affirming of Lazar#,
Deut.34 whom helow'd fowcll , Lagarus am:-
cus nofler doymit ; fo Msyfes the holy
feruant of Almightie God at his ap-
pointment dyed , and euen as atendet
motherkifles her child that’s fieeping
in her armes, and with dearecmbraces
layeshimdowne toreft, (o there wants
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not fome who affirme, that paffage of
feripture to beare fuch a fenfe as if
God fhould haue taken Laxsrus , ll‘fc
afleeping infant in his armes , andin
mid'ft of his tender kiffes, and jmbra-
cements , lay"d him downe in
Abraham’sbofore, as ina bed toreft, [ 126,
forfo , cum dederit diletts fiss fommum, -
ecce biereditas Domini 5 when be hath layd
bu belowed to fleep | behould ( he bew
ftow’son him ) his inheritance; chrice
happic are fuch dead as thefe , of
whom the fpirit can fay; from hencefovth
Bow they veft from theiy labeurs | for-their .
workes follow them , no otherwife then Api.g
feruants do their Lord, children their
Parents, Noblemen their Princes, and
attend vpon them egen o the very
:ﬁronc of GOd-Tflcy viher, & condug

cm vito God’s {upreameft Court,
wh.crc heuer any artendants voder
Shfu' l::mk and digx_xitic are admiteed
n;w °[°Cll$l' thenjs predeftinated ¢o

taure hath | o5 |

- nowing thae ¢h
“anariue yneo j¢ by o

noother way,And
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fuchaone who s alwayes prepared to
dic, will keepe himfelf in appetite by
fuchlike difcourfes as thefe.

The 2, Parag.

W Hy should I feare to die 2 tis but

to go the way which my fathers
went before, nay more, the common
beaten roade of cuery thing , what
priuiledge is this, which I alone of
all others doe pretend vnto, when I
do shunne to die2 Had I not better
do thar willingly , which I muft do
whether I wilor no? fincethe perfor-
mance is light of that which is wil-
lingly vndertaken , and neceflitie
giues place where our will becomesa
partie. Rather why should I not im-
brace that willingly , by benefit of
which T shall ccafe to be*mortall,
which I haue vnwillingly been fo
long, I receiued my body vpon no
other condition , then to reftore it
back agayne, and am to rcﬁqrc it for
noother end then to refumcitagayne

to my morc commoditic. 1 baue
beenc
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been detayned hicherto from be-
houlding, of my God, onely by the
tardinefle of my death, whichisbut
the forerunser of thatbetter life, and
that day which{o many and in fcare
of, asthelaft of all theitlife , is bue
the birth day of an eternall one; and
Itakeit nowayes heauily , that the
Sunne fetts vpon me here , fince 1
cxpet the dawning of a lightagaine;
which oeaer fhall be obfeured b yany
gloowy night. O how gladly fhall
Timbrace that day , which {hall af
figneme my habitation , and replant
meinaParadife,deliver’d from hence
and loofned from thofe bonds which
@ﬂayn'd mehere fo long 2 I am nog
ignorant thar I fland guiltie, and
conuiGed of many crimes , bue thy
merey o my God, is an Ocean ,and 3
boundide fea : into which death
gl;”?c[n_o readier to Precipitate me

» Ot thisturfe of carch | whereon ¢

Iand, thealto commic my fcifyaro
}}m ,"fﬂ bofome of deare afea . 26
Aahle:tapcriod toallt! '

_ ¢ mifesies of
By mortall life, o God that dca?h
B
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would mend i'ts pace; It can nener
come (o fodainely {o at vpawares, as
not to find me ready , anddefirous to
gooto reft, 1 am ot fuchan Enemy
ofrepofle,to be forry when a holy
day comes , which may bring with
it a ccation from troubles,and aflic-
tions, but will rather reioyce for fo
good an oportunitie , of fhutting vp
this wretched fhopp of life, fraught
with fo many and innumerable mife-
rycs ; to f{hake off the heauy yoke
of death , and fortune, and begin
withaday which fhall neues end in
night, O whathappy tidings willic
be to heare,that my king call’s forme
out of this prifon wherel ai, and
rankes me in aftate of higher digni-
tic. Openbut thecage vnto 2 bird,
and there will be no need tochafeit
outbut it will fiy out of #s owne
accord: Euen fo 1 will willingly iffuc
forth into thole afure playncs , as
onc who long fince , haue beene
cuer clovd with life , teuching the
place, or howreof my dcat}‘l » 1 am
nothing  folicitous , let him who
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made me difpofc of me as he pleafe,
his will fhall be both the rule of life,
and deach tome, neither can 1 expe@
any thingof him , who is a.ll gOOC_i-
neffe, but the beft. And isic not in
the potters hands, as well to frame
the veffell on his a@iue wheele . as to
new mouldit, ific feeme good vnto
him : Tam a veffell of that ‘grcar pot-
ters making,and what reafon haue 1
to-complayne, if he who made me
pleaie to vomake me , of to fpeake
more propeslic , to make me new
againe , and rendes mehappy , who
was miferable before? Is he pleas’d
to hauc me live ? then ] will liue
as long asit pleafes him: thac Ihould
die 3 I will not defjee to haue my
death ref] piteda moments i pace; both
my beginning . andending are who-
ly d‘P'f"ding onis hely will, Whe.
ore 1 willnot onely embrace willin-
gly,bue allo gladly whatfgayer he

Mibs Viyere Chrifius e

il ’ Pbﬂ. l:
sfor Yntome 19 Liue 35 Cbriﬂ )

iodiei:g.tyne Ioucthee om
1€ 45 £y ne, » 0y moft
wiable God , and defice yetto loue
By
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thee more ardently ; O that my heare
might wholy melt awayin the flame
of {uch a loue , fince nothing can
make me happy beflide thy f(elf. And
when, and where. O my God, {hall
Itake my flighchence vnto thee 2 I
will follow thee , o moft louing Fa-
ther , and ac neerer diftance thou
fhalt callme , the more readily I will
abey thy call.

The 3.Parag,

His feeling he hath of death;

who defises to be tranfported
voto heaugn, and live with Chrift,
neither is this fuch an vacouth thing,
for as a Phifitian (fayes Theop.)when
he perceiues his patient to haue an
auerfion from the food and Phifick
which he doth prelcribe, doth firlt
take an afay ofthemhim felf, w© in-
courage his patient to anappetite; fo
Chrift vouchfafed to taft firft of
deach himfelf, that Chriftians mighc
haue no horrour of dying after him,

And whythen deareChyiftid though
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thou bee'lt of natare neucr fo timo-
rous at the apprehenfion of death,
wilt thou not put onfucha refoln-
tion, asthat which 1haue fet before
thineeyes , and withan affured and
vodanted mind, burft forth into thefe
exclamations ? Calicem [alutarem accs- TR
},[gm y € nomen Domini inuocabo. | *
Will receine the [auing chalice , and
1nuoke the name of our lord. 1 cannot

deny buttisa bitter one, yet it is no

other then that which my Saviour
drunke of vato my health , vpon his
bloody Croffe , and left to me to
pledge, 1tig no other then thar farall
cupot death , which Chrift dranke

out of his owne free ele®ion , and all
othcr.s muft drink of ineuitable ne-
ceflitie, and whythen fhould I alone

refufe it 3 All whofe lives haue 2 be.
ginmng , muft likewife have an end

but' to begin aftefh a life anajn’
which neuer fhall haue end, Wﬁat ;

vayne feare then is this that flace)” .

me ? wh s

what 2 filly penfiuenefle ¢h
;Cm.pts. ny conﬂancy 2 Calicem "
“ditmihi Pater , ¢re, ang fhall ’]
B3

Heny
not
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drink of the Chalice , which my fa-
ther hath preséted me withall, which
Chrift him(elf hach drunke of to me,
and fill'd me out againe, am I a mot-
tall man, and fhall 1 not learne to die?
Alexander lying once dangeroufly
ﬁ.ckc, fome of his friends more fo-
licitous then needed for his health,
aduifed himto beware of Philip his
Phifitian , as one who had 2 defigne
to poyfonhim, The king the nextti-
me the Phifitian vificed him , with a
porion he had preparedto adminifter
yntohim , did mo more but receiue
the potionin ene hand , and reach
him out in the other the letter to
read, conteyning the aduice which
his friend had given him, and whil't
he prepared himf(clf to drink it off,
he ftedfaitly regarded the Phifitians
face , tonote whether inthereading
thercof Le mighe difcouer any fignes
of gayltinefle,but perceining the ino-
cencie of the man, from the conftan-
cicof his countenance , witlLout ary
moredelay he dranke it vp. In this
mannet receiving that cupp which
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Chrift my onely Phifitian & Sauiour
hath ordeyn’d , and prefented me
withall , tocaft me into a profound,
and quiez fleepe, T will faften my eves
vpon my Phifitian whitft 1 drink it
off, 1 will ftedfaftly regard the coun-
tenance of my crucifyed Lotd , whe-
tein 1 fhall read wricten inliuely Cha-
raCters , the countenance of thac fifi-
nite loue he beares me , and with a
conftant and vnapaled mind ‘will 1
drisk it vp 1 which will conferre (o
much the more of health,the more af-
{c&icnately 1 fhall welcomeit, and
thus (deare Chri{%ian) dcdth when ;t
ariucs, will ealely be overcorne, if be.
ore it ariues , we arme our felues
againft the feare ofi, by often reuol-
ving it io our memoryes,

B 4
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S EREEA

THE THIRD SIGNE
of Predeflination,

IS the frequent vfc of thekoly Sa-
cramens of Céfeflion and Cdmu-
nion, which is expreft by the Gol-
den PIX ofthe Sacred Eucharift,the
- words; #ic eft Panis de celo defeendens,
¢ fi quisex1plo manducauerss non mo-
riaiur. Ttisf{ayd ofthe ancient Chiis
ftians,chat they perfcuered in the do-
&rine of the Apoltles,and comma.
nion of breaking bread, and it hath
Leen pioufly obferued, that with
proportion , as this cuftume grew
cold in the primitine Church, (o ctheyr
feruour of fpirit, the fyrc of Charity,
and counfequently a'l (an&ity decayed.
Itis wonderfull how the diucll be-
flirs him Lere , and whart plots the
crafiy Enemyhath on foote, to diucrt
as many as is poflible from the fre-
quent vfe of the holy Eucharift. What
barrs deth he not fet in our way,
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what pretentions, what impediments
doth he not deuifc to hinder vs’Now
he fuggefts vntovs doubts inpomt_ of
faith which when he fees vs wich
a kind of horrour toreie& , he then
perfwads vs to abftavne for reveren.
cefake , or wouldmake vs belicue,
that wee fhould find the more guf?
in it the more fcldome wee frequent
it. 1f this do rot take, he propofes
to our imitation the exemple of fome
(otherwife gaod Chriftians ) who
1n this are nothing (oaffiduallas they
quphs , then he ohic@s what men
will fay, and what offence they may
conceiue therat, now he will vefter
youwithaworld of bufipefle | rc-vw
flore you with plenty of ftrange co-
gitations, and (crupels of confcicnce,
and'now agamne feg you at murual
1arres with others, whilfi he blowes
the coales of hate and diffention, He
renders ones minde dry ard arice
an.d' foak@ out of it 3] goft of
.fpmu}al'. r.h:ngs, and othecstronkle
B i ot sthing i
~ZIE 2 AIome vnto it then to put

v
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imfelfein way of preparation to the
holy Sacraments : In a third, if he can
preuaile no other way, he mufters
vp whole troups of extrauagant
thoughts, that foatlealt he may.cx-
clude him from this facred banquer.
Some other there are agayne w?lom
he deceaues vader I know not what
religious pretext, and perfwads them
at leaft todiffesr it, though not to
omitt it quite :and thus the wicked
impoftour. coignesa thow(and fallc
pretences, and {hifts,, to differr from
day 10 day the frequentation ofthe
holy Sacraments , and heapes delay
vpon delay, addes purpofle to purpole
apoints-this day,then the next whilft
in the meane tyme both weeks,
months & yeares are pafled ouer by vs
without repayring vntoout maker,
vnlefle itbe very rarely , and then to,
enly of force, and necefliric.

The firft Parag,

2
L. 34. ET ceperunt omnes [imul extufares

and chey béganall togrcule them
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fctues. Thishad bought a tarme,rh‘vs
a yoke of oxen,that other was newiy
marryed , {o that none is at leafure to
repaire to Chrilt, but cxamine thefe
excufes, and for all theyr fayre gloile,
you wil find themn meere fcncclclfe_
ones, for what were it, for onc o
vs , forafhort howers {pace to leauc
his cares at his farme, his oxen in the
ftable, and his wife ai home , and
apply our feluesto that which foneer-
ly concerneth our Saluvation ; It wec
were requelted <o prune a vinvard,
or to till the ground, we mighe with
good reafon chooferather to fleepe at
home , then worke a broad : Bur
when we are inuited to 2 banquere,
to be guefls of our Saviour Chritt,
where onr food is to be no other then
himfelfe | to excafe our felues, and
l":f”r‘”"gmﬂlewcsa moit rulticall
behauiour, and {peaksvs eyther cx-
treamly nndd , or impndent, We

fhould appeare right Adams offprir g,
if we {hun'd God Almighzys Gighr,
when he were angry

v bur o avovd
fm thus, when oy of his orea
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mercy he behoulds vs with fo gra-
clouseneye , when he calles , and
loningly inuites vs to his table , fo
richly furnifhed with all celeftiall ra-
rityes, is the part of brure beafts and
notof men, But to fer off our excufe
witha fayrer colour , we pretend
nothing dithoneft, orlcile becoming
vs, as theft , adultery , orthe like,
bue excufe our offence and negli-
gence with as fayre pretences as can
be imagined.For what harme is there
fay you , in matrimony, and the foli-
citude of our domefticall affayres, in
buving castel, purchafing of land:
and what good can there be in thefe,
when once they auert vs from the
foueraignft good of all , from our
fouls faiuations : We are{o to cherifh
our bodyes as our {founles receane no
d:criment the while, {o to purchafe
land, as notto dcprine our fciues of
Heauaen ; when we ateinuited to this
great (upper, we ought prgfeml{lto
go, layinga fide the carc ot allother
things , no thought of ourfafmcs,
our 0Xen, Of OUL Wilcs, N0 @FE?EQE
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ofany bufincfle ought tointerrupt vs
then , when we entertaine difcourfe,
atthis royall banquct with the'kmg
of Angells,but allo many many times,
we become fo impudent as not to be
afhamd’ toanf{were flacly | non poffum
Yemre > 1 cannot come , and what
is thatbut to fay , 1will not come; Oh
deare Chriftians , is shis the way
thinke youto obraine his fauour? ;-
ferable as we are, and to none more
iniurious theo to our felues » whatis
this but to fly from the fyre , whea
we freezefor cold , to abufe our Phifi-
fan when wely defperatly fick | the
more needing his helpe, theleilc fene
fible weare of our owae infirmitie,
and to haue e (weet and delicious
mannain loathing, whilft we' paffio-
natly long after Garlicke and onyons,
God formerly Ognified ving the
people of Ifracll by Moy fcs,thar thcy
fhould gather manna cuery day, ex.
cepe the Sabzoth, op which the
wereappoyited o r; ke therr reft,
t‘hns }_101 “ Sacrament 15 our mannj, by
Blinic degrees more exccllony they
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theirs which we may take our fill of
during our terme of life , till the Sa-
baoth of death inuite vs to our reft.
But whatdo we the while, but imi-
tare our firfl parent, for as he ( fays
Gerlon ) not cating of the tree of life
whilft he might , was afterwards
ioftly punifhed in being debard to
cate of jr, wehen he defiredit 2 Sowe
behaue our felues (o faftidioufly} as
we will not appreach vnzo this holy
refe@ion, whillt we may, bur whiift
we gladly accept of the leaft inuita-
tic toan others bord,we neucr come
to this of our Sautour,but very rarely
and much againft our will’s. Weare
negligent in nothing fomuchasinthe
point of our Saluation, in this weare
only careles , ip other things we arc
vigilant enough. For this refpedt
God (in thefe words fends vs to
Prow.6. {chole vntotbc Aut, V{de ad formicam
=TT o piger, o difte fapiensiam. Go o thow
wg gard ynto the ant and learne wisdome
of ;t. This little Creaturce cantg!l only
byinftin&t of nature , thar winter 1S
no fi fcafonto make prouifien in,and
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therfore it prouids its felfe of foode in
the fummer , which it hoords vp till
then , how farr more diligent ought
we to be thenthey,fince our Sauiour
commending vnto vs this food of im_~
mortalicy , doth affirinethat, s7 guis
manducauerit ex boc pane “viuet inctere
num, If any shall eaie of this bread he
shall liue eternally :- Wherfore thofe
who are predeftinated to this eternal!
life, newer ceafe to make vrouifion of
this vitall food , againft the winter
ofenfuing death , and this was his

ntent who bequeath’d this Sacra-
mentvnto vs, not onlyto be ador'd,
but alfo to nourifh vs » and as we
mayntaine our bodyes health |, b
duly receauing of onr corporall food |
whoortherwife by that patural] heate
which is predominane in vs fhonld
be confum‘daway » {o Lkwife the
_foule by repayring often to this food
Is confera’din life | which otherwife
;_vouldf be diﬁtoyfi by the impure
“7:'; ?Su’s Concnprc.cncc; Hence i
3t Saine Innocentiys (, carcfully

nonthes vs , 10 1ake heede Jeaft
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by differring too 16g the reccaving of
this holy Sacramét, we might incurre
the danger of afpiricuall death..And
Saint Hilarion to the fame cffe@, itis
to be feard’ (fayes he)leaft thofe whe
farre abfent thé felues frem the body
of Chrift, be likwife farreeftranged
from theyr {aluation;For who {ocuer
abftains from (ynning , ceafeth notto
communicate , but thisis that which
we defire , this is but our common
impediment, we rather choofe to
abltaine from holy communion , then
from finne , and will [ooner leane of
to frequent thig table , then our
lewd behauiouf. Euen this way
which of all others our faviour
inented as the moft fweet and fh-
cacious,we cinot be broug'm to cot-
re& our manners, & amend our liues.
We. beliend’ the lying ferpent af_ﬁr-
ming tovs, we fliould bccom'c like
to God ,and yet hardly credit our
{auiour the truth it felfe, who affures
g5 that by cating of this food ,; we
fhall be changed into him , Que man=
ducat meam carnem C- babut mewm [4ny
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gwinem in me manes € efo in es, Out
Saaiour Chrilt appoints vs to te-
ecane this Sacrament in memory of
his death , and who can doubt buthe
commends withallthe oftenfrequen-
ting it, yet we who on the one fide
cannotbut approne his ordinarion as
molt inft, onthe other tranfgrefle it
by our tardy reoceauing it; Allthe
holy fathers commend moft ezrnefily
vato vs the frequent vfe of this holy
mylterie,and we attribute much vnto
tiieir counfaile and auchorityes, but
WOIC ¥Oto our owne wvitlous incling.
tions; we hane many Saine-like and
Loly men for guides , we fee 1he
Jizhts of their good examples , but
vl oot follow them,
The fecond Parag,

IF asoftenas one receaved the Bd.

Sacrament he fhould improue by
fome great fome of mony his tem po-
12ll eftate, there were noneed 1o .
fuade any o frequent ic oft, none but

wonld be fenfible etugh of fuch
folden  reafons , nay, rwould be
twher requifite to take fome ordes ¢o



3542 Tue CurYsTrAN
reprefle the mulkitude of communi-
cants,then to inuét motiucs toincite
themforto come. Mifcrable blind-
nes ' we fee gold, and are taken
with it , and we dilpife the hidden
treafures of the Eucharift, only be-
caule we doe vot confider them, And
winat is all che gold in the world, bue
alittleduft, compardto this peerles
Icwell , which no lining creawre
can value toits worth 2 This facred
Eucharilt hath power toabolifh ve-
niallinns , prote€ts vs from mortall
ones, it encruates the vitious propen-
fions of the mind , enlightens out
voderftandizg, excitares our wil, fe-
reneth our confcience , armes vs
againft the affaults of the Encmie,
inables vs to with{tand aduerfity , de-
fends vs from falling in profperity,
and aarcfully dire@s not 1o faile in
going right. This holy Sacrament
gives vs a pledge of futare glory and
withall, begetsin vs a contemp¥ of
death, and adefire of heauen, the mo-
deration of our paffions, ahorrour 0
finne, aloue of vertue, anentire ¥
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ory oucr our (elues , and pe_tfcuc-
race in good, Bur you wil fay
perhaps my mind is {o arrid , vaine,
tepid, an defild, as T euen trcmbl.c
to repayre vntoit. This exculationis
eyther cuill ornoneatall , the more
of thefe imperfeQions thou difcoue-
reft inthy felfe, the more necellary
itis thou fhouldft frequent this holy
Sacrament. s thy mind polluted?
make haft then vnto this Sacrainent,
waich is the verie fountaine of puri-
ty. Att thou ill difpofd 2 it is a foue-
raigne remedie , an approued antido-
te againft all che difeafes of the mind,
Arcthoua hungry:behouldihe bread
of Angells, Art thoy benum*d with
cold2 make fpeed yugo it,it is an ardée
fire, Dothine encmies moleft thee >
take courage,this Arfenall wil furnifh
thee with all foges of wcapons to de.
fend thy felfe, Art thou forrow fy[
andalficteds this j that wine whic},

ects the hares of men. Doft thog
¢ ofren dainties >

where 10 be found, by, here in thig

Quet,, the repaft of kings, Dop
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thou lorg to bein heaven ? here thy
chargesaredefrayd , here thou wile
be fornifht with farr better provifion
for thy iourney , then Eliss was tra-
uailing towards mount Horeb, 1f che
very touch of our faviours garment
could ftop a bloody fluxe , what di-
feafe’is there, which the rouch of his
facred body cannot cure 7 Bat I am
vnworthy you wil replyagaine,who
approach too often to this facred
communion which 1 can neuer recea-
ne with reverence enough. Deare
Chriftians fos hisbleffed fake) let vs
not intitle our want of reverence to
our flouthfullnes , belicue S. Thomas

Par. 3. that AngelicalldoGour , melsus off ex

g 80 4. amore accedere quam ex timore abfiinere.

10.4d 3. it is better to repaire vnto it out of

lib. 5.de |01 chen to abftaine for fearc , and

Sacra. : . N wvord

c. 4. lib. S. Ambrofe interpreting thefe words

4. de ofour Sauiour panem noffrum quotidis-

Sacra. nums danobis bodse,of theB,Sacrament;

cap 6. TIfic be our dayly bread (fayshe) why
is it a yeare before you receauc It , xa-
ther why doe you ot reccauc that

dayly , whichdayly wil profit you,
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Kue {0 as you may worthily receaueic
cuctieday , for he whois voworthy
to receaue it euery day, wil not be
worthy toreceaucic once aycare.And
inanother place if our Sauiours bleod
(fays he ) as oftenasit s fhed is {hied
for the remiffion of finnes, I oaght
allwaiesto be receauing,that allwaies
my fiones may be remitted mie, and it
behoues me who euer finne, tc be euer
prouiding me of aremedie. Gennadius
Mar[dienfis fay's , I ncyther prayle ..
nordif] pra{fc the cuﬂom); ofcofnrni.:- L. &
nicating eucrie day, but this I would Ecclef,
aduife and caunfaile al} ro communi- cap. 3.
catc cuery Sunday, allwaies prouided
thatwecome with no determinare

will of finning any more , which

kind of preparation is more eafil y
pt_efcribed » then the riddance of our
mind of all affc Qi 1o any vitiou{nes,

thac s, neaer therafrer to offend God

more , for certainly he {hould thew

himfelfe veryvogratefalltowards hig

waker , who would uo at leaft have

aw1llfor his fake neucr ro flaire hig

@n(tience withany' finne, for (oq.
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ching fuchas thofe,the Maifter of the
fealt with good rcafon proles’d, dico
Yobis q-0d nemo Virorum iliorum guﬂd-
bit cenam mean. | {ay vnto you , that
none of tnofe men fhall taft of my
fupper. Butalaso lord, arethey not
the telfe fame men w.orcfufed toraft
of thy {upper,and colt chounow de-
cree it in punitumér of their offence?
Eucn (oitls , thar which they defre,
is their owne rarment N and what
wickednes they volunrarily imbrace,
is nothing e¢ls but their owne pu-
pifhment. Samaria being opprefied
with chemifery of a greuous famine,
the Proph. Elizcus foretold that fhor-
tly they fhould fee the price of corne
incredibly abated ; wherupon one of
the Satrapiin deriding his Prophecy,
51 nubes Krcgmmiﬁmg frumenti pluant
nunquid sdeo farina tam Vilis eripretijt
If the cloudes , faid he, fhould be
grear with corne and raine it downe
vpon vs, yet it would neuer be fold
at foc vile aprice; to whom Elizeus
anfwered : Thou shalt fee 8 with thy
oWne eyes bus shale not eai of it and fo
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so.came o pafle , This is right the
panifhment of many in thefe dayes,
they fee plenty of chis heauenly bread
but ncuce talt of. Thou beholdit,
otepid Chriftian , this facred bread
clcuated in time of holy mafle, but
fhalt not talt of 1t | thou feeft it in
the ftreers caried for the confolation
of the fick , bat fhalt not ralt of it,
thou {ecit them commuuicating in
eucry Church where thou com’t of
this bioly food, but fhalt not taft of it,
Thou art excludcd from this table
for noe other reafon , but becaufe
thou cxcludell chy felfe, '

Thethird Paragraph.

Sforthe Predeftinated to be de-
Aprived long of this bread of life,
thiey like true fonnes of God inter-
Preticasa figne of their fachers high
difpleafure, & indignation, farre they
are from pegleting any occafion of
recetuing it for they are not ignorant
with how great and fatherly a pro-
uidence Almi ghty Godhath prouided
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for euery feuerall creature their pro-
per food,Eagles pray on lefler fowle,
the Whale devoures the leffer fifly the
Lyoos other fauage beafts , Horfcs
and more domeftik catcell feed vpen
oates and haye, and for man; biead
growing on the earthis ordeined for
food of fuch as haue no higher am-
bitionbuttobe fonnes of men ; but
for thofe who afpire to become
fonnes of God, this bread de{cending
from heauen is their chicfeft fufte-
nance; this ccleftiall bread,this bread
of the fonnes of God , this bread of
Angels,with an ardent defire,with an
humb!le affe@ion, with a tender re-
uerence they receiue moft frequently,
and rather choofe out of piety to in-
curre the note of prefumptionby de-
claring themfclues children , then
of encmyes , out ofa too faulty bath-
falnes. During which banquet , if
our Blefled Sauiour fhould addreflehis
fpeach in this manner, to any of the
number of predeftinate : Confider fe-
rioufly what L haue fuffered for the

loue of thee thoume ; (t wel countthe
thosnes
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thornes,my head pierced but cift ne-
uer number thofe torments 1 haue [u-
ftayned for cheein euery part of me
befides; my body was all goard wich
bloody whipps and nailes; but how
much my heart bath fuffered is be-
yond expreflion. It was little lefle
thenadeacthl fuffered for thee eucn
inthe garden -when the anigu {h of

my mind drew as much blood from
me,as the fouldiers afterwards in my
flagellation ; And now confider.with

thy felfe, what myne cnemies -
&ed on me, when euen my beft
freinds (pared me not; thou knoweft
vponhow harda bed I was concent

for thy'fzke to render vpmy ghoft,

and my loe (that thou maif koow
what an ardent oge ¢ was ) would
refolue on no death 1o dye for thee,

but the moft bitter and ignominioys
ofall,when it findin g none more big-

ter and ignominious then the Croffe,

made choyce of ¢, And thus behoid

w I haue dyed for thee ,
ene ftill teady ro dye

for ¢h
oufand tymes, vy e

herfore te]] nic,
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what wilt chou fuffer for me againe,
if thou defireft chat my loue to thee
fhould be perpetaall 2 chou mull loue
me againe who haue foe loued thee,
Formy part1 haue loued chee voto
death , euep vnro the death of the
Crofle, it refts that thou declare how
farr thou wile extend thy loue forme
againe.Who nowallof that happy cs-
pany wil not prefently answere him
al bathedin affe&ionate tearcs , cuen
vnto the deach , 6 my moft louing
Lord , euen vnto the Crofle it felf,
foit be thy diuinc plealure my loue
fhal extend it felf ; And who shal
graunt vpto me that happines to dy
for thee o Iefus my fweeteft lefus'er
whoaml , that I should be thought
worthy for todye for thee ! O what
a loue was this of thine my deareft
life , that thou wouldeft fuffer chus
that thou wouldeft dye thus for me,
without any the lealt merit or defert
of mine; fach fighes as thefe , fuch
moft chaft afpirations vlc commonly
to be the table talk at this facredhan-
quet, and chisa foule becomes IGti-
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matly vnited with Almighty Cod.
For which reafon we place this
frequency of Communion (prouided
that our affe@ions be fincere, at leaft
though otherwife not fo inflamed
as we could wish) among the princi-
pal fignes of Predeftination. But alas
there are but toto many. Chriftians
yet , who whatfecueris delinerd to
them by way of fermon, or of writen
bookes : ate fo dead a fleepe in the
Lethargy of theyr deboyfht tiues , as
n?y:her the examples of the more
pious fort , nor admonitions of holy
faints , can Rirre them vp to 2 more
frequent vfe of this holy Sactameng
O Chriftians what gocks of yc;:.
what deadly cold'is thacwhich frcc:
fes vp your hms,thatthusyou auovd
the comfortable beames of this al,
ol s alo-
ecring Sunne?Do you not perceiue
tharthisis nothing els then the mee
ratagems of your enemy, who cndt
eauours al he can toexting,uish h :
Yyin vs the fire of this divinef} e
the end that bej 0. loue o
; at being 4] 1hig fi
with this pernicions old g oz
cold, of mind,

2
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we may live no otherwife then if we
were wholy dead, perishinthe filth
and fordidnes of finne , and nener
arive tothe kingdome of the living,
But thofe who loue our Sauiout
Ghrift with conftant affe@ions , are
delighted with nothing more thenin
often repairing to him, for as Caffio-
dorus faith admirably wel, 7naudita
eff diletlio que amicam amas ¢~ prafen-
tiam cina non amat. It is fuch an affe~
&ion as was nener heard of , that one
fhiouldJoue his freind , and not be de-
lighted in his company.

B RENTEE

THE FOVRTH SIGNE OF
Predeflination.

§ anintirerewpnciation of al we hase,
I which hathforits DEVICE:a
bare Altar di(poilcd of its ornaments,
withthisMOT. Quamib: fuerii: Lucra
bate arbitrasws fum propier Chriffi detrs-
menta: [ hase for Chrafls [ake acconnied
tho e things domageable,wbich were bee
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wScialtome. Our Sauiour proclaims
aloud ; Qwinen renuntiat & c. whofoe-
uer renounceth not al he {lands pof-
feft of , cannot be my difciple , He
commaunds to relinquish al-he coun-
fels vs to difpoflefle our felues of
eucry thing, and who then who hach
any Chriltian blood in him , but wil
put on this refolution, 1 had racher
become poore then Gods Enemy , I
had rather be deprived of al my {gb-
ftance then of his holy grace.

Pouerty hath made many marcha.
nts.not of {pices , Draperyes, or fuch
commodityes, but of heauen , simile
eff regnum celorums homini negotiators
& ¢. The kingdome of heanen ( Jast bour
Sauionr ) s like & Mapihans trautiling
in queft of richeff pearles | wh, /Muing
found ine more preisons then althe re 3
Soes andfelles al that be barh 44 purchy
;‘, A?d luch a Marchant as this is fo
oy Ao oy e e

witha
s ok o
wding oud, by th: sarch,
ofa lewel of fuch jhe[{imabkie pili:[:
C;
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He but receiues abil ofexchmgcof
our Sauiour Chrift vpon the delive-
1y cf (Hofefleighc commodityes, the
payment of which wil render him
happy aboue meafure, he hath the
whole kingdome of heauen mor-
gaged vnro him vpon the ventare of
a {mal [ummnc of Gold; and purchafes
himfelf a mighty kingdome, not
oncly with.leaning a few ackers of
land, but alfo by his preparation of
mind of leaving it, Theowner (faith
S. Chriloftome) of fuch a pearle,
though it lye conceald in (eme {inal
cabinet,and al be ignorant of his trea-
furc , is not ignorant himfelf how
richaman he is. We come into the
world to trafique , and nocto fpend
ourtimein idlenes , neyther is there
any one fo poore and needy whohath
not fufficient to aduance his fortune
by this marchandife ( fince as Sain@
Auften faith, God onely requires our
felues , and cares not but in regard of
our felues , for any thing wehaue)
nor any onc fo.rich & wealthy, who
in prudence can think muchodepatt
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with al he hath , to purchafe fuchan
incftimable gemme,Yet this isa kind
of "aﬂ-‘]qug , which exa&es not
fo much of 'vs ,-to depart from our
goeds as ro be ready when occafion
fhal be offered to depart from them,
it confifts net fomuchin depriving vs
of our fubflance, as in bringing vs to
this refolution : rather to fpare our
(oules , then money, when need re-
quires, to becomea begger , rather
th:0an enemy of God., It firr mece
becomes vs,to be prodigal of onr mo-
nyesto faue our foules , (eyrher in
fieely beftowing it , or bearing pa-
ticntly the loffe therof ) then to be
prodigal of our foules and faue oy
money. And this we auouchto bea
figne of Predeftination , which not
onely by the light of Chriftian faith,
butenen of realon it feife doth mani-
feltly appeare. T

The firft Puragrah,
S'T'”PM hauiug 1ot togaiher with

aid Country his yife and childgen
Cy ’
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and elcaping himfelf, the only , but
happy remainder of the publique
rune, was demaunded of Demetrins
whether he hiad loft all he had or noc;
to whome he anfwered , he had loft
not hing at alb; for omniamea mecam
{wne, 1 cary with me, faich hee,alithe
goods 3 have : The like Bias ( in the
like mifchance ) afirmed of himfelf,
tzat he carryed his fubftance not on
his fhoulders but in his- breaft , not
where mens eyes might fee it , bat
where their minds might iudge of ir.
This contempt of earthly chings
which in Heathens was® accounted
the figne of a great {piric , in Chri-
ftians is an aflured figne of Predeflis
nation to cternall life; and heis a va-
liant fou!dier 1n deede of Iefus Chritt,
whoafter fome mighey loff¢ js 1o fa_Y
omnia,mmmﬂ.?.:r,pom , I beare all my
siches along with me; my:God isall.

Icisreported of s. Francis of Afi-
fum tha with incredible delight he
pafled ouer whole nights togcarl}cr
in the onely confideration , and with
oftca rcpeating of theie fower fhore
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word, Deusmeus ¢ emni4 : my _GOJ anl
4], The exiple of which admirable S,
we oughall to imitate and to glor-y
with him in all our neceffityes 1a
fayielg, Deus meus go- omnia:Let others
feeke afrer what oiher things the
pleafe, let thebe taken & delighced
with what elsthey-wil , T feeke for
God alone;God is onely my defire | all
my delight , 0 Deus meus ¢ omnsa, 1
freely refigneto others all fhare in he.
noursandall my part in what foeuer
pleafures and delights | glue me my
God, and I fhall hage every th'mg. I
{orrender whole worlds toothers, &
enuy thé not their mountaing ofgold,
& pretious ftones; I care-gor for their
.exquxﬁtede]ights 3my Godis vito me
1 place of all. There isnothing fo
geod,nothing fodelicious of foe faire
whith the chiefeft and fupremeft
good doth not {urpaffe both forgood
faire, & delicious by infipire dcgrecs;
"Alas how man
flame my breaf}:
res , for the meft
» What 2 tide of ya,
v

0 Deus meys Cromnia
~

d(.m'cs do often jj;

with whar {cuerall §

Part doe I bugpe
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tious fancies do cary my hart a wav,

M“-U-.infomu«h as like (l);,e fryit.iquc youil-:
nthe ghafpell, (ometimes 1 am drag-
ged intothe warter ., {ometimes into
the fire,and what are allthefe-hings
wh:ch 1purfue with fo much eager-
nes, but vaine, fading, and for the
moft part infameus , fuch we neuer
haue any long aflarance of,but cyther
thcy foone dyc vato their owaer, or
he muft-dyc to them. O my God,
my loue , and my all, what is it that
1 can poffibly defire whole want thou
canft not abonndantly fupply: O God
are thou not all voto me 2 my drink,
my food, my reft, myioy , my plea-
fure , the hgjght of all my honour, O
God thon art all and mare then all to
mie. For though 1 feed on thole viands
which noft take my appetite ; refrefh
me with .hat drink which beft reli-
fhes my ralt cnioy thar pleafure
which moft affe@s my .mind , yet
whaz isall chis_feeding , this ‘refres
{hing, this joy.to me? Deus mess O
omyra. Ahone refrcﬂling'of(hinc, one
enioying of chee, is tabe rcfrcfhediny
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deed isto enioy the quintcﬂ'cncc.ot
eucry good., But.inthc_mcan whllc:
labour oppreffeth., greife aﬂl:c'tc_-.th,
cares diftra& vs , our riches deminih,
our freinds for{ake vs , our liges con=
fome away ,and we become the {ub-~
ject of othcrsinivries and fcorne: No-
shing of a!l this touches my feare(faysihe
holy Apoftle ) neytherdoe 1 make my-43.30.
life morepretious then myfelf , fo that 1
may confummatemy courfe,neyther can
allthefe , though: they:altogeather
rulh vpon me any waies indomage
e, if Godthat {oucraigne good va.
dertake but the defence of me, Dews
msus ¢ omnia, Thou art-vnto me o
my good God, o goednes it felf , reft
in my labours, pleafure in my zreife,
fecurity in my cares , and the only
tueriches in my poucrty, Thou are
ny ftrong Bulwark againfl -ali the
forious aflaults of men, thoy are oy
rcfuge whatfoener el oprcfles me
and finally chou art af] viito me wha;
focuer 1 can wifly for | .of defs
sboundance whi 2 re. All

whichis por God | will

¥cafiibut a5 mecey bcggaxy.thrfom



Sig.3.60 Tur CHRYsTYIAN
fore then doc wee fecke to quench
ourthirft with thefe muddy Rreames,
when we haue foe criftall 2 fountain-
head as this where we may drink our
fills2 In having God we hauveall what
foruer we can defire, If pouerty afflid
any one, if fortune frowne vpon him,
as his ioy may belefle , foe certainly
will be his greife ; when fortune can
challenge nothing of im as its owne,
nor death bereaue him of any thing
thatis another mans.

Thefecond Paragrap,

NEythcr doth this peore man

yealdro him in felicity , who
being rich in his pofleflions , is yet
conrented with npothing that he
hath, fince he keeps his riches in his
Coffers notin his hart , and would
neuer pine away for forrow ﬂ}opld
helooleitall, for, sine dolore amistitsur
1nirquid fine amore p(js’idcmr > que “wero
ardenter diligimms babura, grdwl:_rﬁ//?t-
yamss eblata, we loofe that withoue

greifc (faith Saint Gregory ) which
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without affeGtion we enjoyed ﬂfld
onely figh greiuoufly to depare with
that , which we loued tenderly
whillt we wete poffefled of But that
good which can onely render others
foe,nonecanbe poflelt or bereav’d
of againft his will. Neyther is any
thing to be accounted good of which
we may euer be deprived of Goe then
Sathan - and counterfaic thy felf 2
meffinger, the family of moft patient
Iobis not loe wholy extinguifhed
yet, as there remaine none of chat
linage who can renounce all they
haue. Runne therfore and cry as loud
asthou wilt, tell fuch an one- Y’ haue
loft all you had, y' are wholy impo-
utithed ; beare what 25 anf{were he
will gi'UC,Niﬁ ego sliam, fortafSis ;llq me
perdidiffer, 1£1 hfd not Io};t it,ﬁ‘perhaps
it would haye prou’d che loffe of me;
I am byt foe much the lighter togoe
Snmyway towards heauen; God in
¢ bue perillons

len , hath beft prouided for 4
fecucity, wherfore | will

not
{h\as o 101T¢! hich ot acconne

______ od intended
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for a benefirt, And why fhouldIto
noend and in vaine affli& my felf for
it 21 knew when I poffefled it I.muft
forgoe it once , and now I amthe
more mine owne , when 1 can fay
that is mine owne noec more. Doft
thou heate this o Chriftian2 and thou
to, doft thou heare this o thou
hellifh fiend ? Thisdifcourfe, this
fecling haue they of their riches who
arc predeflinazed ro euerlalting life 5
neyther can they euer loofe foe much
as not to retaine thisliberty to fay; It
is noe lofle we {uftaine, but onely a
gain’full kind of ttade , where fora
litele expence, we purchafe our felues
vnualuable wealth, we buy heaué for
afmallportié ofground wetread vpo.

DS DRI

THE FIFT SIGNE oF
P:'dfj’inauon.

S patience ih midft of l_ong affit«
I&ion fignified by the pricky rofe
tree , with the word Beati gui nunc
s piaridbivs, youac befed whe
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weep now for you fhal laugh. Abr?-
ham obie&ed to the rich Glouton in
his torments , Recordare fi's n‘mid reces
piffs bonain Vua tua, Lalarus [imiliter
mala, nunc tu cruciarn, latatur Laarust
Remember fonne how thon hall re-
ceiued good in thy life , and Lazaruos
alfo euil , now thou arc tormented
whillt Lazarus reioyces. In thy life-
time, thou didit reicyge and Lazarus,
foffered , now Lazarus teioyces
whillt thou art tormented , thus by
thciuﬁiudgmcm of God the courfes
of things do vary ; weare eyther to
fuffer here in this wortld , or. afrer-
wardsin thar other , which we are
notacquainted with ; wherfore we
are prudently to make out. Ele@ion
of oneof them, fince they imply a ne-
ceﬂigywhxch noman can avoyd, S,
Chrifoftome faith , 1f thoy feelt any

oncﬁaddi&cd tovertu
preft with any calamity, you may v
_ Ys) y wel
account himhappy , in that wh:
fatisfies in 'thispﬁfc bl he

. » for th
which he hath cémmin(::d " hcc l{;:{hc's
Yeward prepared for bimin the ey,

eand withaldp.

bimip the nexe,

i
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Itisimpofiblechat he who enter-
prifech to fight againft the vices of
the time, {l:onld norincure great per-
fecution ; It mis-befeems the Cham-
pion of Godto attend vato his plea-
fures ; thofe who prefentedthemfel-
uesin thelifts , came not with cheir
flomacks ouer-charged with mear;
and whacare thefe prefent things,but
fomany liftcs to fight in , fo many
combates, warres, oppreflures, and
hard exigents. There is another time
afligned vs toreft,in chis weare to ex-
peét nothing bat turmoyles , and ad-
verficyes, There is none (o fimple whé
he is armed and preparedtothe com-
bate tolooke for eaft; why didft thou
enter the lift, if that be thy pretence?
why did’t thou vndertake to wagca
wearte againﬁ nature :md VO]"PIUOUS'
nes: Neyther let it affli@ thee that
others live in peace whilft thou art
fiercely affaulied with remypratids, for
what were that but to condemnethe

holy Apofile of imprudence , whp

dddacebi. thus exhorteth vs :.omne gandmm exi-

Jumate fratres mei cim i» tnidrionss
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Varias incideritis, Deare brethren effeeme

it 4] your 10y when you .f/ul fal into (wn-

éry temptations, Thete is no man more

wnhappy then he who neuer expe-

rienced any aduerfity , for itisan eui-
dent figne that God reie®s him as 2
faint-harted and effeminate fouldier,
The fight againlt aduerfity is oncly
worthy tobe prefented on honour's
Theater. Therfore it is an affured
token of our future beatitude , to re.
ioyce in eur fufferings, and enen then
when we are baited with euils on
caery fide , to lifc vp a cheerefal and
erccted mind toheauen | though our
teares in the meane time rumg trick-
lingdowne our cheeles,Ogr Staiour
C.Ihri-ﬁ wel knew that we were oncly
nchjxq our fofferings thay we had no

v
+Giide 10y except the hoEc of our fuu-
¢ confident]
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moane and fhrink a fide out of pure
feare at encry blow 2 not haning ap-
peehenfion enough to difcerne that it
is the fatherly and healch-reftoring
hand of God , whicli launceth vs,
wheras no child bur hath diferetion
enough , to know that the gashes
which furgeons make are our cu-
res , and fieft ouertures of our re-
couery. And fo in like manner God
onely launces vs, to cure vs and reco-
wer vs and no wayes to deprive vsof
our lines,as Sain& Peter witnefleth, 5
quid pasiamini proprer iuflitiam beats,
1f.yau fuffer any thing for iuftice
fake (faith he ) youare happy in it;
for it isa fingular graceifany of ycu
fuffer, and that vniultly any tribula-
tion for the confcience of God,
otherwife what wereit to {ufferiniu-
ries when you doeamifle? but ifyou
tolerate them patiently for dor_ng
well,you will become gratious with
Almighty God. To which effe&t S.
Gregory likewife faich : 1t oftgn hap-
penechthat the ele@ who a;c.dxrc&ed
enthe.way.of etcrnall felcity , are
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fubic& here topespetuall adaerficics,
in being difpifed by euery one and
accounted vnworthy of all worldly
favour ; whilft in the meane time
their vertues fett them c?f moit
brightly in the eyes of their fecret
Tudge, and they {hine moft glorioufly
in the merits of their liues, they refus
fednot to be difpifed , whilit they
feare tobe honoured,, they extenuate
their bodies with continency, whillt
intheir (oulesthey fingularly encreafe
in their dile@ion, they alwayesinure
theic mindesto paticnce,and teioyce
with an ereGted mind as often a5 they
fuffer iniories for iultice fake,

The ﬁrﬂ Pdrdg.

Tisnotthe wone of the eternal
prouidence to nourifh a verruous
perfonin delights, bu it tries,hardgs,
and apts him, to it peculiar ends. Yer
0¢ a5 in the meane w hile it aflureg
i, Cums tran erss per 4945tecum erp.
Wheathou thaly Palleby waters .,

Will be with thee , and the_ flouds
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fhall not ouerwhelme thee ; when
thou walkeft in fire thou fhalt not
burne , neyther fhal the flames
fcoreh thee ; for foe God vies to
drench vsboth in water and fire, but
fuffers vs neyther to be burnt nor
fwallowed vp,he makes triall of vs
both in freezing cold, and glowing
heat , but for thofe whome he hath
predeftinated to enerlafling life, he
neyther permitts the fire to confume
them, not waters drowne them | for
God # fasthfull ( faith the Apoftle )
who willnot (uffer you to be rem.
pted aboue that which you areable,
but will make your profitof tempta-
tion that you may be able to {ufteine.
Blofius doch treat excellent well
of this figne of Predcftination, where
he affirmes that there is noe more in-
fallible figne of dinine ele@ion then
when a man vndergoes affliGtion
or what els aduerfity, not onely wi-
thout repugnance,bue with parience,
and due fubmiffion , fince nothig,
faith he,, is more profitable for him
shento (uffer ; And this s che incfli-
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mable iew ell of thacring, with which
God efpoules tohimfelfa pious foule;
whole prerogatiue is foe great as
§. Chiifoltome doth folemnly affire
me, Nibil effe melisis quam male pai pro=
prer Deum. That noching is better
then to fuffer enil for Almighty God.
Forthen theele@ may well be faid
todrink of the torrent in the way, for Pflios:
which their beads shall be exalied s F
atterwards euen to heauen, Now
they ate preffed downe and trodden
vnder foot,, that afterwards like pal-
mes they may rife the higher for it,
Itisaverity whichGod would hage
vs throughly penetrate , thar (he
good which we alpire to, is infinjre,
and of difficile acce(le » and therfore
not to be atrained 1o » but by much
paincand labour, in conformity (o marcs:
which that holy. Anchogite faid ex. )
cellent well,that God well knowin
our imbecillity doth, vfe to beftow
noe remark e favour vponany ope
whqmc. he hath not et apted for
the receitng ofiz | by fome of other

Ptudent Calamity, Soe Moy(es had
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noc fooner;forfaken the court of
Pharao by the exprefle commaund of
God himfeif , but prefently both
pouerty , ignominy , and contempt
with the extreme danger of his life
by the procurement of the king;And
laftly his flight and banifhment did
ali confpire to work his diftruion,
We may perceiue faith S. Gregory
thole whome "God ele@s by therx
pious ations , and bitter {uffrings;
whome likewifle may be gatheted
how rigoroufly our iuft ludge will
punifh the reprebate , at the latter
day , when heis foe fcuere now te-
wards thofe , whome he affe@eth
moft. Wherfore thofe Chriftians
doe much deceiue themfeiues who
1nagincto goe whole (asit were) to
heauen, without being well bruifed
before, for let them buttake a gene-
rall view.of all, and they will find,
that the richer men arein vertuc,the
more they are ftored with tribula-
tions,and that thofc commonly who
pioft abound in wealth, and arcthe
gsear.oﬁ fauorits of fortyne,ate thofe
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who moft excell in wickednes. Such
bealks as are defigned for the fham-
bles, we {ee ate {uffred freely 1o grafe
in thebeft paltures, whillt others are
tired out with toyle and labour; euen
foe thofe who are predeftinated to
heaen , and pot Tuffer’d at liberey
to difport themfclues , but are
alwayes with affli&ions , infomuch
as the fame Blofius truly affirmes from
the autority of another holy perfon,
Quemcungue Dews potsorsbus donss exor -
nare (ublimiterg; transformare decrewst,
eum nonblande ¢ molliser Lanare s fed
totum in mare amdrisudini immﬂgerz
confuewrt. That whzn God once de-
crees toaduance 2 man o any emij-
nent degree ( of perfe@ion ) and
endow him with his richeft fauours,
he vfes por.only todipp him lightly
m, but eyen to 'Plunge him inte
awhole (ea of bircernefle,

The fecond Plrdgrdfb_

T He Do&rineof Hippocrates and
Galen js, o preferue and cherilh
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our felues ; to hate and abnegate our
{elues is the do&rine of Chiift. In
fomuch as all thofe who hauc euer
autained to celeftiall beatitude may
appropriate to themfelues that faying
of Themiftocles, Perieramus mifs pery-
femns, we hah perifhed iftwehad net
erifhed.Many haue beene preferued
bybeing loft , and without doubt as
many had beene as vn happily loft, if
God by their hapy lofle had po pre-
preuented it, Andfo S. Paule when
othersimagined him vierly robelof,
began then firft of al tothink thathe
had found himfelfe. Placet mibi in in-
firmitasibws ¢c, 1 amdeli ghted ( faith
he ) in my infirmities, in contumes
lyes, and neceffityes, in my diﬁr‘cf-
fes,and perfecutions for Chrift,feing
§ amthen (moft) potent, whenlam
(mott) infirme ;and S. Bernard asif
he were tired with feeking out Al-
mighty God, Circumire Domine poffum
calum o~ terram > mare & aridam ¢
nufquam te inueniam nifi in Croce o ik
dormis b1 pajes, ibs eubas in meride : 1

may circuit heauen and carth ( faith
he)o
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he ) o Lord, the fea , and the dry
land, and yet find thee no where
but ofi the Croffe , there thou fleep-
eft, there thoufeedeft, there thou
repofeltthee at noone-day. Wh.ﬂ'-
fore let vsfollow our Lord like
dutifull feruants,and auoyd cternall
torments, by the compendious way
of our thort fufferance heere. Acha-
nafius being condemned to bani-
fhinent by Iulian the Apoftata, and
perceining the Chriftians of Ale-
Xandriato weepe bitrerly ‘at his de-
parture,bad thembe of good com-
fore, for ( {xid he ) thisis but alictje
cloud which will pe blowen ouer
prefently, and truly all that feemes
moft terrible in this mortal] life, is
butas a houering cloude » that will
foone be diffipated and changed
into etermall ferenity, The ancieng
had their Apelles o induﬁrious, as

€ neuer omitred day, wherein he

had not drawpe fome line; (o in Jike

manner, all Chriftjans who would

ue C“”’P_lal'ly,ollght todefire thay

Do day migh Pafle withoue fuch
D
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clouds as thefe,whercin theymighe
fuffer fomewhat for Ged almighties
fake, The  heauens appeared to
holy Tob,not onely cloudy but cuen
as obdurate as iron , and yet (as
Tertullian fayes ) he. refifted the
enemy with as great variety of pa-
ticnce, as heof calamities affavlted
him, in fo much , as ncither all his
fubftance made a prey vnto the
enemy , nor all his children oppreflt
in one .vniucrfall ruine , nor.laftly
his bodyes intolerable infirmities,
could ary wayes remoue him from
his paticnce : Oh ! what a trophee
did God ere@ of that man , to his
enemyes fhame ! whata glorious
Qtandard ef him did he aduance!
when at the report o” each ope of
his heauv loffes , he anf{wered no-
thing elfe, but, God be thanked , a
faying in which God reioyced , and
che divell was confounded vetetly;a
faying for which he mcriscd to‘h_auc
alldoubly reftored to him againc:
thercfore we may conclude, that in
(uffcring , wedocbut ( asiswere)
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by great iourne’ys make towaras
our heauesly country.

The 3. Paraph.
"A Movwc thole many wayes
Awhich leadro heauen, there is
none mote fure, nor dire@,then the
king’s high way,thecrofle, per mal-
tas tribulationes oporset mos mirare in
regnum Des And euen as the fourna-
ce tryes the potters veflels , fo are
inft men proued by aduerfity ; but
wemuft know that ftraw doth ¢6-
fumein that fornace, where gold
is purified : and whilft the one
conuerted into aflics , the other g
burnifhed from iv’s droffe. This for.
nace isthe world, in which the juft
are gold, tribulation is the fire,
and the Gold-fmith Almighry
God: now if gold had fenfe and
{peech,without doubr it would fay,
let.the wor keman difpofe of me
he pleate,, I will endure whercl‘t
ver he places e, and e the ravy
buene as much ag j will

2

» W ith
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_them wizhoatchis marke of Prede-
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intent wholy to confume me, 1 hall
but becomethe more refined for it,
whilltit fhall vanith away in filthy
{moke : whercfore marke well all
you, whoare gold,allyou, who are
but {traw, inthat very fire in which
the ftraw blazes away to nothing,
the gold becomes more bright :and
fo the wicked blafphemes, and ac-
cufes Godfor feading him thefame
affli&ion,for whichthe patient man
doth glorify him the more,and they
encreafe in ftrengthin the midft of
aducrfityes,as fiers wax greater,the
more the winde doth blow,and be-
come more forcible by that, which
threatens wholy to extinguifh
them,

T itatd Viriws.
Crefat adyerfis agitata Virtus

Eckonme vp all the iuﬁ. men
R from the beginning of the
world, and you fhall find none of

Xaation, Gl pfo'te.i them, Aniﬁmnd
e Worshy of bim. Abraham was
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varioufly afflicted and perplext : lo-
feph fold by his owne brethren :
Dauid moft vanaturally per fecared
by his fonne:1{aias fawed a funder
in the midft.Ezechias dragg’d vpon
craggy rockes, till hisbraines were
dalhcd out : Hieremias fioned to
death : Michecs executed by the
fword : Amoshad a nailer driuen
into his temples : Daniel was caft
votothe Lions : Nabaoth buricd in
abeapeof flones: Elizeos derided,
Iob {0 vicerous, as out of meere
detettation. he was {pitt vpon : To-
bias depriued of his fight : Inno-
cent Sufanna condem’nd o dy, and
hundreds more,whom I could rec-
kon vp, B:fides of whar aduerfitics
had not§, Paule his pare? As foc the
[f_:(? o: the Apoﬁ!es > were they not

urged, crucifyed | and diuesfly

put to death 2 In fine, God fpates
none whom ke affe@s, Gyery enin
diligit 1).,,,,,‘,,,,,f caftigar ;ﬂ?”flbt " Hcb.12,
tem omnem filiym quem rfl’,fl)f,
God chaftifes who he 1 §

fcourges euery chid whg:!‘h;ca:c(}

» 3

. For
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ccaues, cuery one, exccpting none;

3Zim.3 For al whodefire 10 Liue proufly n lefus

Zob, 3.
Tob.7.
2. Tim.

Chriff shal fuffer perfecution.

The Eourth Plrdg.

WHcrcforc let euery feruant of
- thine (0 God)aflure him(elfe,
th.at if he fhal hauc paft in chis life,
this probation, he fhal be crowned
foritin che nex; fince ¢is thy man-
ner of proceeding to fend a calme
and ferenity after ftormes ; and after
teares & {orrow toreplenifh afonle
with confolation. Whtrfore beatus
homo qus corripstur 2 Deo ¢rc. Blefled
is that man whom God rebukes;for
if we fufteine any thing (for him)
we fhallikewife reigne wich him.
Let none therfore feare this fcour-
ge of God,but rather fearechis dis-
inheritance ; by thefe ftripes wc are
but prepar’d for our eternal inberi-
tance , leaft if otherwife we thould
be too conuerfant with thofe de-
Lights which occarre vato vs hcc:c
vpon our way, wefhould infenfibly
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forget thofe we afpire vto , at our
celeftial home : 1fthoubee’ft exem-

ted from corre@ion ( faith Sain@
Auguftin) thon art alfo excluded
out of the number-of the {onnes cf
God : benot then {o inconfiderate
or childifh, eucr to veter fuch com-
plaintsaschefe : My father cherif-
hzth my brother more then me, fin-
ce he permits himto do what he lift;
whilft if I but flirre without his
commnand , I am chaftized for it;but
you ought rather to glory-inyour
{ufftings, fince itisan enident figne
that he referues his inheritance for
you, whilft thofe whom he {pares
forthe prefent , he intends afrer-
wards to punith erernally : Thofe
who runne on the way of this lifes
profpcritycs 1o their dcﬂm&ion,
are but like men lead to prifon
(fayth S, Gregory) throngh fome 7ot 5
Pleafant fields. 1t hath been obfer-
ued that the Rofe neer fanours
more (weetly then when i is plan-
ted neare to garlick , neither doth
our hea_uenly Gardener wane his

D4
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fragrant rofes heere of thofe whom
he hath predeflinated for paradice,
whom he (o difpofes for themoft
patt ; as they are ftil annoyed by the
neigkbourhcod of others , with
whom they haue che g[ca[eﬂ ancie
pathy, in that the more vertuous 2
manis, the more {ubie@ he is to
the fcorne of the wicked , the more
open he lyes vato aduerfiryes ; and
thus thefe roles become the more
odori'erous by the aire, which other
vograteful odoursbreathe. It 1s li-
kewile an obfleruation that {uch
rofes, asby art grow without pric-
kles, haue no (ent at al ; and euen fo
the fweete odour of vertue is loft,
fpecialy of patience , when we uf-
fer nothing of aduerfity., Affuredly
none can know how much he pro-
fits but by affli®ion , neither doth
any beginne to vnderitand lhcmfel-
ues , til they become acquainted
wich mifery; for as the flarres ly
hid by day,and onely become rans=
parant by night , fo true vertuc
which rarely appears in profperity,
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fhines forth moft brigh:ly in_aduﬂ-
fity. Neicheris out Lord halfefo d'e-
lig:h:cd with the glorious exploits
of his feruants, as whé he (ees themn
{atfer cheertuiy, and conhentls,
tribulations , as the Eagle pronesiis
young ones by expoling them tace
to face vnto the lunne , as the
Gold(mith by the touchitone,
tryes the goodnes of the metzal , (o
God Almighty experiences his fer-
uants in the fornace of affliction,
whence with mach more reafon
then the Romans,we may [ ay, ¢ fa-
cere ¢~ pati forsia, hoc Chriffianum et
to do and {uffer difficile things,doch
molt become Chriftians 5 and thae
way which our head doth lead vs

on, belt befits vs his members for
to follcw.

rve

ECEERSEERS
The fixth Signeof Pr:dcﬂination:

Ig the hcaring of the word of

od, exprefl g by thefigrree | by
v
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reafon our Sauion: Chrift not onely
in hisfermés made frequent métion
ofit, but alfo becaufe it was'fo dili-
gentan Auditour ( as Imay fay ) of
the diuine word, that being coman-
ded by it,to{hed its leaues.& withes
away, it obcyed prefently. The word
is , Audiens [apsens, [spientior erit.
And haue we not a cleare teftimony
of this fizne of predeftination from
the mouth of Chrift himfelfe? Qusex
Deo eff,verba Dei audit, he who is of
God, doth heare the word of God:
which S. Ambrofe in acertaine pafs
fage doth excellent weldeclare,how
(faith he) can thewordof God rea
lith wel in thy pallate , which isde-
fild with the gal of wickedues’thae
which we heare willingly we put
cafily in exccution, and fuch astho-
fe are onely faithful auditouts of the
word of God, of whom our Sautoug
inthe Ghofpel makes mention, Beats
siandinns verbum Tei,¢o cuftodiant
silud. Blefled are they who heare the
word of God and conferue it , they
conferuc it jn. vainc in their mcmo-
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ries,who conferne it not in tlmt_h-
ves , and thereare fomcwho.whllﬁ
they are careful not to forget it after
oncethey haueheardit, haueno ca-
reinthe meane time in conformity
viro it , to amend-their hoes, The .
whilft the predeﬁinat conceaue 10 Uhﬁ':.
their mindes an ardent longing after /-
dinine and (acred things, infochh
as laying afide al buifine(e , and in-
ierrupting their fpor's , they enen
prefer their appent of hearing the
word of God , to that of the necefla-
ryefuftenance of their lines:their af -
fe&ions -carrying them away to
church withour admiting any excu-
featal :no tempefluous wether can
hinder thews, nor faire divert their
mindes, but euen then choofing ra-
therto paffe their times in the clofe
vauits of the churches , then in che
vpon ficlds, whillt they are flil fo[li-
CTtous to heare , with hcaring yce
they aie tener fatiated, _sur;
andiet cuvs emni concupifeentia
fam, A good carc hears w
withal auidiy, Ang where

s bona
[apien.
(dome
$ it mo-

Eccl3;.
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re infallibly to befound theninthe
word of God? The foul.faith S, Ber..
nard | feckes after thatword , by
confenting vreo the which,'t is be-
tered , by whofe illumination, it is
tru@ed , by whofe fuppor, it is
ndred vertuous, by whofe refor-
dmation, 1t Lecomes wife , ynto
which to ciforme it (elf, it is its chic
feft ornament, & to enioy it its oncly
happinefle. O how often doth a
{oule high fed with fuch food as
Nie 14- this exclaime with the. prophet
Hicremy:Inuents funt [ermonesui, ¢
comedi eos ¢oc. 1 hauve found thy
words and cate themvp , and thy
Chrife. word is become the ioy and delyghe
Mem.14. of my hare. For {0 as witnefleth S.
in Gen. Chryfoftome, enen as it is a figne of
perfe@ health of bodv tobe ahun-
gry, {oto be defirous of the word of
God, is a mayneargumentthatwe

are welin(oule,

Ser. 85,
in Can,

The ﬁr/:’ P;rdg.' ‘
Nd who wi! accouncfuch an
A onc ot difealed inm foule who
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wil lend no eare to truth , whilft
he wholy beftowetis them vpon
friuolous thinges ; and v. .:iill vices
by words,inch.incaes ie innieighed
againft , by his deades | commius
them frequently ar “o.ne ! who in
licu of pious exhorrations , gives
himf{elie who'y .0 driking or ga-
ming:ar elsin hunting or hawkin
trifles out his time, or laflly whilit
the preacher is botly in the pulpite
fcprchending vice , lies wallc.w[i)n
in his foft bed ,all drowfy and
languithing,and is nor atham'd like
afleepy dor-mounfe to be taken 2
noone day yet buryed in his fea*hat
1y fepulcher, Itisafhameful] l; A
1 koow, to write this of Chr'ﬂr' s
bqr. tis a greater fthame fo ‘CILns"
ﬂxyans tobe guilty of (o gre : b o
Thele are bue fignes of %xé:['a ore.
perateltate, and farre diffe i el
thofe by which ¢e red oo from
Knowne, b C/Jp elh‘narc are

z'rru.u ot in M.‘::{t;:; i turhg Lo, 53'
Det, e, Itcame ¢ 1) 9 M-’réum
Luke that the palle , faith s,

= 20 multivude prefcg
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vpon hiinco heare the word of God,
Taeir holy hunger was fo ve-
hement , that neicher the circuit of
the Synagoges , nor temple could
conteynethem , no not the {patious
walls of the citry i fe.fe ¢ but they
euen th. 6g’dout into the open fields
asa placeonely capable of fo greata
multicade , and whillt they mighc
fatisfy their defice of following and
hcaring him, not one, either man or
woman,madeany difficalty to go to
any place how folitary ot deferc foe-
uer it were » whereas:we doe ofti-
mes thinke muoch,enen when weli-
ue nigheft thechurch,to ftirre a foe-
te-out of doores to heare that which
is neceffary for the reformation of
our liues , fo farre we are from run-
ning euen halfe famifhed afecr r!w
preacher vuto the {ea fide or v&{ll-
dernes, weare euen come to taat
palle asthere is ncthing {0 tedlgus
tovs, as to heare the wordof Godé_
thereis no want 00w adayes of
reachers, but of auditours , whil

they faine a hutdred xcufes to 28



ZODIAKE 8 par. g3
fentthem(lelues,and racher then faile
ofany there want not thofe whq of
purpofe abftaine from frequenting
fermous, for feare their werechlefle
confcience fhould perchance be tou-
ched, (o fearfull guiity men are even
tolt and vuto the iudzmée of them-
[elues , as they dare not a;pear be-
fore theedbunall of their owne con-
{ciences.

The Prophet Hicremy. {aysin his
laneatations that the wayes of Sion
made their moane, for that none re-
pairedto her folemnitics ; and teuly
the wayes of the church haue no
lelle caufe now adayes to make the
fame complaint , fincethe wayes of
gamiog aad tauernes haue a)] ¢he
frequeicy. There is no thtonging
taheare the preacher now,whereas
f a prating mountebanke byg pro-
mife to q\ake vs fom= ridicylous
fport , if any publique faire of af;

embly inuite oyr curiofity , we can
prefently finde out leggs, we be.

y _::aour eﬁcs andeares wholy vpoa
~»3d go flocking by heapes yuto
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the fpe&acle : whereasin the meane
time, if thole who preach the word
of God , can buticape the being de-
rided {or tiicir labours , they think
it wei, though for the reft , we
make ueuer {o light aecount of
what they fay ;a0 abule of which
the holy fcripture doth greuioufly
complaine, Y-t we canno: deny, but
there are many who giue willing
eare to fermens,aithough the num-
berof thofeis but fmall, who en-
deauour to become the better far
whatthey heare : they haue eares,
but they want hands , they heat
whatthey ought todoe , but d‘oe
it not , and (o reccaue no benefitt by
hearing it. An othw: fort there. are,
who frequent {ermons oncly to fa-
tisfy their pious cr.tieﬁtic_s , others
onely to patle away thetime: fome
out of cuftome, ctiicis to become
atleaflt che learneder , though not
better for what they heare : {on')c
againe frequent the -C hurch obly
tobe fecne, and othersto haue the
commodity of ging cextayne pery
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fons there,of whom they could not
fo commodioufly ¢ome to afighe
abroad. Somefinally thete are who
goc oaly to laugh, and carpe at that
which they fhall heare, others who
refore thither with intent to fleepe,
orentertayne fome idledi{courfe the
while,, orat moft to affoard the pre-
acher fuch an eare, as is fo furred
with taking in other impertinent
things, asit isable o receaue po
mote, There are bue a few,and thofe
only of the more vertuous (orte,
who carry thithera mingd prepared
to receaue inftru@ion , apd haueno
oth:r intention » then to deparc
fr?m thence berter hen they came;
wolearne nortobcncrrheirknow-
ledge but theyr lives | whe hatken
as iftheir eares were chained o the
Preachess words | ang yyijgin 1
giue not ouer hearing, 111 they find

théflelues inore vertuoufly inclyned
then they were before,

Nemo adeq ferus

elt qui non mj.
tefcere poffir, 1 T
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Simodo culturz , paticntem ac-
commodect aurem.

Ther’s none but’s tam'd, how wild fo
e're be were

If be toes cure but lends a patient
edre,

The fold of Chrilt are dilcern’d
from other {traying flocks, by this
diftin@ionin their eare,in thatthey
heare and obey the word of God
with great auidity.

The fecond Paragrap.

THat ferious faying of 5, Augu-
{tine makes adeepeimpteflionin
the minds ofthe Predeftinate. That
they are guilty of no leffe a crime
who negligently heate the worde
of God, then thofe who throvgh
their carelefnes fuffer the body of
Chrift to fall vnto the ground.
Wherefore we are not fo much to
gegard in the Preacher, who it is
that (peakes, as whoit is that difta-
tes to him whac he isto fav ; fince
e fayes nothing,but what he hath
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in charge to deliver from almlghtl.c
God himfelfe. For my owne parti-
cular (fayes 5. .A'u{u_(fme.) what am
1buta fowers basket , inte which Hom.16-.
he vouchafed to powre the feeds, inlib.
which T am bur to {catter ameng
yeu againe, and {o you are not fo
much to confider the vaworthines
of chebasket, as the worth of the
feeds, and the fowers dignity. A
good Chriftian gathers fomwhae
for hisinftruis out of cuery thing,
and is alwayes making his profie
outof i, and he may take this for a
cleace figne of his predeftination , i
fiting with the Magdalen at the
eete of our B, Lotd, he remaines fo
fat hanging on his words by the
ﬁrong chaines of hjs attention, as no
Care oFav?ydomeﬂicallbuﬁncs , Do
Sifters mormurarion » Dot noallure.
Meats of any freind can poffibly
draw him thence. Yer neither (o
care the word of goq only | nor
what s nore, to remember jt, is any
fl::':h ligne ofpredeftinariag > vnlefle
vl we proceede co. pyy thag
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which we haue heard in execution,
For w!lat auayles it vs to haue caten
any thing , if as foone 2 we have
fwallowed it , we caft it vp againe.
The Mother of God among other
her rare vertues was particularly
prayfed for, conferning all the [e words
conferring sbemin ber harse, And the
Royall Pflalmift fayes, In cordemes
abfeondi eloquia 1ua, vt non peccems 1B,
Vhiue concealed thy fpeaches in my
harr, that T may not finne againft
thee. Thole whohearing of this
word do conferue it, ina pure and
pious hart, and bring forth fruite
thereof in patience, are ficly cpar'd
to a fivitfull foyle ; and likeas to
read and notro vaderftand , enenfo
tolieare and vot to remember what
they haue heard,is as good as wLoly
to zauc negle&tedit. That painter
doth both loofe his time and
labour , which drawes oat vpon
a table fome curious picture in-
light water colouts, which pre-
{ently with a fpunge he dothdeface
againe, and cucn asgreat 4 folyis x
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inthole Chriftians vyho hearing do
prefently forget what they haue
heard, Wearetherefore to firiucto
remember it,and that in {uch 2 man-
ner, as it be nodead remembrance
neyther., but rather a quicke and
aQiue one, which may vrge thaton
to performance which we hau;
heard. sibhac [citis beats eritss f; fecer;-
1 ea: 0o man euer atiued to heauen. Tohmig
by knowing what wasto be done,
but by doirg it , and he is farre from
altion,who wil not (o much as giue
carcto what heistodo, Thebookes
of the holy Scriptures are of al
others the pureft fountayme of
koowledge, out of which though
neuer (o many draw, & thar neger fo
ofccn,yct it isimpoffible for to drayv
itdry : for fuch is the narure of this
rich vaine, that the deeper you dine
into it,the more it abounds with de-
uinefenfe, and can neuer beexhaoft,
Asthe Ant makes prouifion of food
inthe fimmner aganft the Winter
feafon, fo Chriﬂians,during the ca.
lme of their affaires » faould Pere
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themfelues- with the word of God
againft the ftormes of future cala-
mityes, This is moft certayne, that
never any yercotemn'd to make hig
benefitin this kind , but they were
aclaft fopunishe forit by almightie
God , thatboth themfelues to their
coft did feeleir,and others cuidendy
perceaued the fame. God hath fo
ordayned thac one inan fhould lear-
ne of another, and fubmit himfelfe
tohisdire@ion, and fowe fec that
king Dauid although of himfelfe he
was moft wile and prudent , and
had befids in many things euer the
helpe of the holy Ghoft for his in-
ftru@ion, did not yet open his eyes
to do peninance for ."is gricuous fin-
nes of Murther and Adultery (al-
though he could not but know
that they werefeuerly forbiden by
the law) votil the Proyhet Nathan
had fharply reprehended him. Our
Sauiour did( as we may fay ) preach
himfe!f out of tl.c clouds voto 8.
Paule,and yet he fent him to Ananias
for his furthe, inftru@ion : -Coene-
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lius was certified by an Angel thac
his prayer and almes deeds were ac-
ceptable to Almightic God, andyet
ke intimated voto him withal,chat
he wasto repayre to S, Peter fot his
better information, Queenc Can-
dace’s Treafurer whiltt he read the
Prophet Ifay in his coatch, had not
an Aogel affigned him for his in-
ftruGour; but S, Philipthe Apeoftle,
and finaly Moyles,who in regard of
his neere familiarity with Almig-
kty God , may welbe ftild of his
priuy Counfel, was notwithftan-
ding inftcucted by his father in law
a forainer,no otherwife then alittle
Child & raughe not without man
bittec taunes how he fhould behaue
himfelf in polnt of goucrning the
C_hildren of Ifrael, nay euen Chrift
himfelfe , the zternal wifedome
would firamong the DoQoures de-
maunding gheir aduice ; o 25 there
are none of what (ex, of what eflate
or condition {oener they be , tha;

are exempted from learin,
vierdof God, g the
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The 3. Parag.

B Vt you wil fay perhaps you
haue the reputation of a Jearned
mi,l koow it wel, & what fequeles
fuch great Do@ors vfe to inferre
from thence.Behold the ptoud eru-
dition of 2 mortal wit , and who I
pray cuer arriued to fuch a hight of
knowledge, or ofyeares, as notto
beignorant of farre more them cuer
he had learnt ! but graunt that you
were the learnedft man aliue, & had
{uch a preheminencie of vnderftan-
ding aboueal the reft, asyou could
heare nothing at a fermon you had
not knowne before,but what beco-
mes of your wil, >nd memory the
while2 aré they neuer to beinflid,
neucer tobe fliredvp, is not the one
fomtimes tobe incited, the othera
fresh rencwed 2 how galy isitfor
thememory to miflake , and how
prone to crrouris the wil, volefl
there be davly helpes inuented to

reQlific the firft,and righely infotmhc
the
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the fecond, for which reafon it is 3.

not only very profitable , but euen

ablolutly neceffary , that al docre-

payre to fermons : the euil for their

amendment, the good for their per-

feucrance, the ignorant for their ine

firuétion ,and the learned to renine

the memorie of what they know;

that fo at lealt if they learne no-

thinga new,they maynot forget the

old. Audsens [apiens (apienzior erit, ¢ )

avris [apientium querit ¢ doflrinam: Trou.1:

the wife man by hearing becomes 18

more wife,and the eares of the wife

are (ftil) lecking after learning,

Herod, though otherwife infamous

for his manifould wickednes , yet

in this was not {o rude and barba-

rous,, asnotto heare willingly the

ordinarie preacher of his Court

and doc many things achis in&iga:

von; ¢ lsbenter andiuit , ¢ andirg ¢y Mab

mwulta faciebar Whence wemay pepn 6 ’

ceaue, that there was in Hmdf;og

zmy as great willingnes to heate.

) : Lor certainly's, 1515 Bapuft
E g
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could neuer haue moued him to
haue don fo much, vnlc(le he had
both ﬁ'cqucntly heard him , and
thatto,in touching many particu-
lars ; for we are not to Imagine
that he would only in grofle ad-
monifh the King of his many flagi-
tious crimes , but he at large by
mayne force of reafons confuted
them , and both fet his vices before
his eyes,and withal powerfully dif-
fwaded him from the committing
them, It was impoffible that S.
Iohs with one only fermon could
fufficiently argue the Kings ince-
ftuous adultery , and his other grie-
uous crimes , bur it was requifite
that he fhould beftow a fermon
vpon each one of them , or rather
indeed many in only taxing one;for
his mind obdurate in wickednes,
was by an oficn iterated battery to
be expugn'd, and neucr the lefle
bibenser cum audiebat 3 he gaue wil-
ling care vato him.And alchough S.
Lot often publickly exprobrated
wato his face hisimpictic in retdy-
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nina of his brothers wife,non _I:m t-
bs babere vxoré fratvss twi , & without
doubt with abundant  reafons
proud the vnlawfulnes of the
fa& ; yeu ftil Libenter enm andiehar.
So great a defire had Herod of
hearing him , whilft the Saint
petfifted with fo great a con.ﬁﬂﬁ'
cie in reprechending him , ncither
are we to thinke , that he fino-
thered in the meane time , ynder
a political filence the reft of his
enormious crimes, no S, Luke is
his witnes , where he fays that
Herod 1tbe Tetrach was reprebended
by bim , both for Herodiana bis bro~
thers wife , as alfo for the re of the
ewill which be did So as ke
neither fpared to tel bim of hig
Tyranny , info Many civil flau h-
ters , of his exa&ion on the peo-
ple, in taxes and impofls , por
laftly of his riotoys 'fpending it

againe for the mayntenance of his

luft, and yet for al this s libenter

tum audit.bat 5 and fo great y s He-

rods patience jn hearing him | a5

E 2

Luc, 3
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Iunc.3,

neicher ac his firft fermon, the moft
vehement of al , nor his fecond,
or third, nor any of thereft, hecuer
fhewed himfclf offended, or aggrei-
ued ; but libenter eum andiebat : nor
euer thought he preached too of ten,
g.rtoo long , too{harpe , or biting

him, or to plaine, and imply for
the popular eare : libenrer enm andic-
bat ¢& audito eo malta faciebar ; fo
that wel he might complaine,, that
he perfeuered not in the perfors
mance of that which the Saint fo
earneftly inculcated , but neucr
( with Seneca ) that fortune had
enuied him the knowledge of the

L 6. de truth. Et monflrabo tsbi cus vei labo-
benef.  yent magna fafligia, quid omnia pofii-

€ 3

dentibws defir, [eilicer,ille qui verum di-
cat. Non vides quemadmodum illos i
praceps agatextinéls sbertas , dum ne-
amo ¢x animi [us fententsa [uader,diffua-
detque, ¢ ynum amicersm omnium o=
cium eff, vna contentio , quss blands -
me fallar2 T wil vnfould_v.mo you,
fay’s he , the difc ommodities which
great menare fubie@ to, and what
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is wanting to thofe who po[fclfe

cuery thing, thatis:oneto tel them

the truth ; doe you not perccaue
how for want of that libertie they

are al driuento ruine? whilft they

haue no faithful freind either to
perfwade or diffwade them any
thinz,but al take it for their dutyes,
and makeittheyr ftudics to deceaue
him with their feruile flaceries, A
crime which S, Tohn for his part ia
regard of Herod was {o farre from
being guilty of, as he {feemed to be
incapable of nolbing;;;p?[c‘ , thent
concealing of the truth, whilft he
petform’d che dutyes of a faithful
admonifher with al fincerity of
hea'rt , and libettie of fpeach, fil
plymg the Kings eare with non lices
1bi Herodes , won licet tibi ; it is not
lawful for thee & Herod »it is not
lawful for thee : and thatto keepe
him il fenfible of his offence. And

where now are thofe nice and

d;{nt);l cares , who if they but ima-

gine themfelyes ‘glanc’c at by any

words though mifunderftood, and
E
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wrefled to a doubifyl fenfe, pro-
reft prefently againft the Preacher,
and 2l fuch aflemblies. It s hard to
fay , whether in this they outftrip
not Herod in wickednes , or 1o;
fince whillt they refufe as wel as
he to amend their liues , they ab-
ftayne from fermons , the only re-
medyes to amend them ; which He-
rod would neuer do, He who refu-
feth tobe perfwaded by his teacher,
Joth but yeald to the perfwafion of
the Enemic, and commends but a
Rholler to afooles dire&ion, who
wil be taught by no otherthen
himfelfe : fo who {oeuer conceaues
{o highly of himfelf as to{corneal
other Maifters befids, thews more
arrogancie in it then erudition. Nei-
ther can there be any loue of vertue
in himwho either hates or defpifes
the knowledge of heauenly things,
The beginning of eftranging our
felues from Godis our difdayne of
hearing hisword ; and heJoues not
God, who is not defirous of fpl_ﬂ-
wual inftrution; for asgold s tried
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by the touchftone, {o are the
thoughts of man reucaled by the
Euan;el of Iefus Chridt.

The [eauenth figne of Predeftination

S Almes deeds beftowed with a
ltcnde-r affeCtion. The deurce is
the balfame tree of moft foucraigne Ec’."-
vertue , efpecially for the care of
wounds and vicers, The motto, Vu.-
cuigne mandawis Deas de proxime (u-.
God hath committed the care of his
neighbour vito euery onc. Pouerty
isa greiuous vicer of the body, but
fine a more gricuous one of the
foule; to the cure of cither, Almes-
deedsdo wonderoully cGferte, chite-
fly ifchey go accompanyed with a
r;ad}:‘ mi{r;{i. This we learne of
the Apoltle ; Induite vos vif;
mifericordia ficnt elel; Dei, Ix‘)/:::’(; Colof. 3,
your felues , fays be , with the bo-
wels of mer cy;as becomes the elec-
ted of almightie God 5 W.hcrc

¢ requires not only the h

4

clping,
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haod, but alfo the willing mind of
him who giues, and he is truly hap-
py who hath a righe vaderftanding
of the poore and needy , for God
wil deliuer him in the day of euil.
A verity confirm’d by a clecr argu-
ment drawne out of holy Scripture,
qui accipit mutunm [eruns eff feaeran-
145 : he who borrowes , becomesa
feruang of him who lends; butour
moft rich God borrowes of vs in
the perfons of the poore; whence
the conclufion may eafily be dedu-
ced. Asfor the minor of this Syllo-

3 gifine, itis Salomonsin cteG: Feat-

ratur Domino, qus mmferecar pauperis,
He takes vlury of the Lord (which
isthe fame,as God borrows of him)
who hath pitty of the poore. Chrift
by the mouth of S.int Auguftin in
this manner beggs an Almes of vs:
Beftow fomewhat vpon me of that
which I haue giuen thee, 1 askebut
pare of chat which isal mine owne,
ingiving you make bu reftitucion,
& oblige me your debtour for v hat
yougiue, whom you had a bene-
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fa@or of al you haue. Giue me but
temporal things , and T \{vxl repay
you with eternal oncs :refpf“”‘ t1bi
reddm, quando te mii veddidero. and 0;“- de
S. Gregory Nazianzen {ay’s ; looke ;‘ :;c
that thou beeflt 2 God to the cala. ™"
mitous , in imitating the mercy of
God in their behalf, for man hath
nothing in him more diuine, then
the power to oblige other men
vnto him by his bencfits.The poore
is committed to thy charge, as to
an other God, and fuch a God on
earth was holy Tob : Pater eram pau-
perum, & canfam quam nefciebam di- 154, 4,
lizentiftime inssefligabam | oculus fui
ceco, &7 pes claudo, 1 was ({ay’s he )
a Father of the poore, and 1 dili-
gently informed my felfe when I
did notthroughly vnderftand theyr
cafe, I wasan eye voto theblind
a1d feet voto the lame. And Tob;
that man {) deare vato A]miah;y
God, elemofina ab omn; peccato Z- alob 4
’l"”"‘*[‘b'f‘“, &c. Almesdeeds . {ay's
Sh e

) Rifers not a (owle

E y
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todefcend in to darknes; fiducia ma-
gna erit coram fummo Deo eleemofina,
omnibus faciemtibus eam. Almes deeds
wilbe a great caufe of confidence
to al thofe who haue exercis'd it,
when they fhal ftand before AL
mighty God.

1bid.

The firfi Paragraph.

Elius-eft hanc ariem dand; eleemo-

Hom.s 5 M finam [cire, quam effe regem (ayes
© 365 Chryfoflome. It is better to be con-
ad pop- uerfant in this art of beftowing Al-
mes , then to be a King, as that

which builds vs euerlafting man-
fionsin heauen , and teaches vs the

way to become like to God, Itis 2

great thing to be aman » but to-be a
merciful man is a pretious thing;

qus pronus eft ad mfevscordsd , benedice-

Pro.22 ryy de pantbus enim [uss dedit pasperi,
he who is prone to mercy, I!lal be
bleffed , for he hath beftow’d h!s

bread vps the poore. thrqu € tl;:S
beneficence to tpeake flil with the

fame golden mouth $. Chryfoflome,is
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that which refembleth vs to God: Z:Jff"
thisisthe motherof Charity,and the b
proper badge of Qhriﬁlan .Pcrfc.— 3.0p.
&is,which diftinguithes Chriftsdi- 2, ;.
fciples from other men. This is t'hat sem,
which cures our infiemityes, which
wafhes away the ftaynes of ouc
fowle; this, thatladder which was
reared vp to heauen. Thefanrizare vo- Mash.
bis thefsurosm calo, hoard vp trefures
for yourfelu’s in heauen,fayes our
Sauiour Chrift; hearken 6 yerich,
andlearne 2 new art, wiich heauen
it felfe doth teach; a new way of
gathering riches togecher, furgere:
be liberal of it ; you were mifta-

ken hitherto , the way to become
tich is to giue your wealth away,
and not to hoard it vp; he who in
this world diftributes his treafure
among the poore , doth but lay
1t vp for his owne vfc inthe neyr,
Neither is j¢ neceflary that we Jif-
charge our mony by whole hand.
fuls on the poore; giue bur half.
peuce , giue bue Farthings . Of 2
ctult of bread » (lo you do it f:ccly
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Man.
6.

and willingly ) andin interchange
therof ,you fhal receaue whole
worlds of treafure and pofleflions,
The Cenfours in ancient tymes,
were wont now and then to vific
the Cittycens houfes , and (uruey
theyr garments,to fee whether they
were not moatheaten, theyrbread
mouldy, meare taynted,or thelike,
neither withoutreafon; and 1 feare
me, that if any (uch vifit fhould be
made now adayes, there would be
fome found who feed vermine with
that they haue, rather then they wil
beftow it on the poore. But now
we know how to difpofefo of our
fubftance,asneicher ruft moath,ncr
anyothervermine can annoy it.lec-l
faurizate vobis thefawros in calo , vbi
neque erugo, Neque tined demolitur 8ece
Lay vp treafure for yourfelues in
hicauen , where neither ruft , nor
moath can do it any barme,, \:vhere
neither any thiefe canbreakein, &
fteale it thence. Manna did notcor-
rupt vales it was layd vp for the
nexi day, neither doth any ftocke fo
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much diminifh as cheyrs who are
wo careful topreferueic ftil encyre;
you can fecure it no better way,
then by tufting it in the hands of
the poorc and their Romaks as the
beft Granerys to ftacke vp our
corne , finee there tis {ecure from
fyer, and y’are fure to receaue ir,
with increalcagayne.Had Abfalon
but cue his bright trefles off, his
heyre had been an ornament to his
head , and not the occalion of it’s
confufion ; and fo ifthe wealthyer
fort would but contribute part of
theyr {fubftance towards the main-
tenance of the poore , they fhould
haue as many frends atcommand,
as now they haue crownes ; whe-
reas now , they effe@ nothing by
theyr couctoufnes , bue thar the
more money they haue, in the more
dangerous effate they liue in, The
Ecclefaftike perfwads vs. Perdere
pecuniam proprer fratrem > O amicam eel.
tusm, €5 non abfcondas llam [ub Iap,‘d-.- .
n perdstionem : to cafp away cur

money for ( the behalf of ) gur
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Ecel,
29.

fricnd and brother, and not to hide
itvader a ftone to our uwne perdi-
tion; and our Sauiour Chuft bids vs
dare , z5 dab.tur velis,to give, that
we may reccaue againe, Weiles be-
come fowle,if they be no oftenvfed,
and the moie water you draw from
them , the more pure you render
thé, The predeftinateif it were pof-
fible when they beftow an almes
would giue theyr heartswithal, fo
wiliingly. they impart their {ub-
ftance tothe poore;andin this fence
our Blefled Sauiour pronouncesthe
meicitul tobeblefled , towit, not
only fuch as haue ability ro afford
much,but al(o thofe who haueade-
fire to be beneficial vnto al. It was
Pith-goras opinion, fimidsanen nif 4
fimilsbus comprebena. , that like was
not attayned but by it’s like, and {o
it happensin this kind of marchan-
dice, where one commodity is not
purchafed,, bucby cxchange of the
&mc comodiry agayne. Oleumemitur
oleo: wilt thou obtayne mercy? by
works gfmcrcy , Listo be PUf_Cljarj
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fed. Butyouwil fay perhaps, by gi-

uing vato othiers, you may happen

to impoucrith your felfe ¢ what a
vaine caution is this ,. rather to

truft to our owne forces, then to

the promifles of Chrift2 How
many haue been beggerd by

their couetcoulnes , whilft neyexr

any was vndone by Charity to the

poor ? God' contends with vs in li-
berality, and wil not giue ouer but Kings
on the better hand, The poore i, 1o,
widdow gayn’d more by Elias,then Kings
hisflender refrefhment came toand 4 4
Elifeughoftcfle was more obligedto
him,then be to her,

The fecond Paragraph.
Here are many (" but thofe
not of the niber of the prede-
flinate) who giue rarely any Almes
but malignacly: To giuc malignant-
ly, is to beftow that only on the
poorewhich we haue ourfelues jn
loathing , which we know not
how other wife to be rig of, itisfo

Wholy vafic for any vie, fuch , if
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if they haue any meate taynted
with long keeping . if the bread be
mouldy, orthe drinke be fower, if
they haue any thing in fine {0 loath-
fome,fo ﬂiniing, as they could not
find intheir heartsto beftow it ona
dogge, can then thinke of giuing it
to the poore, a great beneuolence
nodoubt.Alas dear Chriftians'how
often with foothing perfwafions
do we deceauc ourfelues? This is
not( as the Propher Baruch expro-
brated to {fome ) to offer oyle , but
orly the oliuc ftones.And what was
the reafon that God reicéted Cain,
and his offtings, but only becaufe
hauing ability to offer better fruicts
of the éarth , he offered him the
worft: Our good wils of gining
mere , fuffices .s/hen we haue not
much to giue , butif wehane large
ability , we are inexcufable, if we
giue {paringly.Whenthou canftnot
help the poore with thy dcefis, ac
lealt afford them comfort in thy
words, and pitey them in thy kart,
svhom thou cauit not fuccour 18
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thy aQions: neither thofe lﬁac_:its,
not theyr offerings were difpis’d,
who prefented only flower , goat{-
hayre, and briftles, becaufe r'was al
they were able to beftow ; wheras
(as S. Chrifoftome notes ) fhonld
they haue prefented nothing els,
who had ability to offer more, they
had incurr’d by it a heauy malidi=
&ion. Others there are forwards
inough in gining Almes, but whilft
they arc no lefle proneto their filthy
pleafures,thento Almes, they defile
the oyle of merey , with the fordid-
nes of theyr licentious liues. The
Anazarboei , a people of Cilicia,
were wont to attribute theyr ferti-
lity of oliues to theyr Virgins cha-
flity’s, for which caufe they fuffer-
red none to manure,and plant them
but only them. For Chriftians let
them affure themfelues, that there
is fuch an antipathy betwixe chis
Oliue of mercy , and Venus lafci-
uious Myrtle, that in one common
inclofure they can neuerbe contay-
ned, and that Almes which goes ac-
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companied with difhoreft life,can-
not be pleafing to Almighty God;
neither wil he regard the liberalicy
of our hands , which is proceeding
fr6 alibidinous mind, Others agai-
ne there are wholy not wallov&ing
like thofe in the myre of carnal
plealures , but yet in that they af-
fe&t prayfe, and a kind of oftenta-
tion in their Almes , they effed
nothing with al theyr bootlefle pay-
nes, but only profufle this oyle cf
liberality. And why , deare Chri-
ftian , wilt thoulet thy left hand be
priuy to what thy right hand doth:
asif fuch as thofe were not iuftly by
that mirour of patience compared
te the Oliue cafting of it’s flowers,
which tree, according to S, Gregory,
though it neuer be fo wel taken
with bloffomes , yet if it be nipt
with any bleaker ayre , becomes
wholy deftitute of fruit ; Euen
fo although thou beeft ncuer fo
charitable to the poor , if thou
doft it becaufe others fee thee, or
to be feen by others , the breath
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of their commendations blafts al
the fruit therof, As for the Almes
which thepredeftinate beftow , no
living eyeis confcious ofit, except
that from which nothing can be
hid , ncither do they expe& any
prayle for it, but only his , from
whom they hope likewife for theyr
reward. And, as Saint Chryfoftom
teacheth, though Almes haue gol-
den wings , yet they are not of the
nature of the Peacocks,to courtad-
miration bere, whilft the reward
which attends it is in heauen , bue
thitherit foars vp vpéiv’s glittering
wings , &takes it’s ftand before our
Sauiour Chrift, whom it acknow-
Iedges in the perfon of the peors;
yea theyr Almes deeds is fo farre
fromthe defire of diuu]’ging of icfelf,
asifitwere poflible , it would be
latent to thofe who difpofe of it; fo
littledoth 5 good man care how few
be of counfayle to what He doth ,fo
longas heis fure, thac heis not i- no-
rant of it, who only can, & il re.
ward him forit, Forwhichrefon S,
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Cypriancals 2 mind thus propence
vnto the poore, a moft {ure caution
of our fecurity, wherby we havein-
gag'd God our dcbtour, & endeared
our felues into the faueur of our fo-
ucrai- e Tudge.
The Third Paragraph,

A T the day of Tudgment we fhal

be moft rigouroully examined
on this particular, when thofe who
fhal be conuited to haue been
fterne, hard harted, and vomerciful
to the poore, fhal be condemu’dby
alegal, and moft terrible fentence;
Ite maledstds in ignem areynum,goyea
accurfed into cuetlafting fyre. On
the contrary,thofe whom the Diui-
ne predeftination had for al eter-
pity defign’d for the Society of An-
gels , may approach vnto the Iudge,
and confidently (ay , dealeliberally
now with vs, as wehaue dealt with
others ; beftow thy fclfe vpon vs,
ince for thee , we haue beftow’d
our Almes vpon the poore,we haue
had compaffion of ~thers,wherfore
pow haue compaffion on vsagaine,
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wehaue perform’d that whichthou
did{t require , it reftschat thou per-
forme tnat-which thou haft fPfo‘
miffed. When the Iudge farre from
offence to be fo confidently chal-
lenged of his promifles, wilinge-
nioufly confefle the obligation, &
they fhal behould in his wide and
open fide, this infcription ingrauen
in his very woundsin Chara@ersof
pretious flones : Venre benedsCiipafa
Jidete yegnum ; come ye blefled , pof=
fefle your kingdome , enioy your
hearts defirs, I remember my pro-
miffes and commend your deferts,
which worthyly preferr you tofo
great a recompence , come and re-
ceaue your reward, interminable in
date, inualiabie in worth ; al che
good offices you did to my poore,
weredone vito my felfe; your cha-
rity prouided me of meate and
rink, your garméts clogthed me,
when I was aftranger, yourroofs
teceayed and lodged me ; neither
could the ftrong barres of prifons
debarre your pittyes f3 vifiting of
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Eccl.as.

me there, nay I cuen owe my life
vato your compaflion, Venre benedi.
&h; forthofe crufts of bread you be-
flowed in Almes vpon the poore,
come & feaft with me for al eterni-
ty; for harbouring ftrangers in your
houfes,I haue prowided a habitation
with the Angels for you ; for cloa-
thing the fhiuering members of the
Naked, I heer inueft you with the
royal purpel: of immortallity, Venite
benedi#, O what commutation,
what recompenceis heer ! a ftole of
glory,theriches of heayen,intermi-
nable felicity & deli-.hus, for raggs,
oddefarthings, a few crummes of
bread. Omns mufericordia fucit locum
vaicwque [ecundim meritum operam
tworum 77c, Al meccy fhal make a
place to eucry man according to the
meric of hisworks, and according
to the vnderftanding of his peregri-
natjon.I wouldto God thiswerc as
perfuafiue to eucry one, as it is true
then there is none butr wouid pur-
chafe heauen at {c cheape a price.
Itis amoft true and excelleatfaying
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of S. Auguftin;Stvus mercaroreffe op:i- Cel
mas e c. 1f thou wile play the wife ~frelie
marchitindeed, forgoe that which Rew 13
thou canft not keep pofleflion of,
in exchange of that which thou
canftneuer loofc ; depart withalit-
tle, for the returne of a hundred-
fold; giuea peece of mony to the
poore, to obtayne 2 whole King-
dome for it of Chrift our Lotd; be-
ftow a bist of bread, to receauc for-
giuenesof thy finnes;disfucnifh thy
fclf of a flight garment, to merit by
itaftole of lafting glory ; giuethefe
defpicable things, to purchafe eter-
nal ones. What extreme folly is it, 12 Mas.
fays 8. Chryfoftome, sllic s relin- &
quere, ynde exitnrus es; ¢ illuc nop pre~
mittere qud iturus es, to leaue thy fub-
flance there behind thee , from
whence thou art to depart , rather
then to fend it before thee thither
where thou art ¢o go; wherfore Jec
it be our thiefeft cate to furnifh
thatplace with our treafures,where

ait:z\c'vards weare to make our refi-



8. Sig. 230 THEe CuristiAn

21ath,
18

Pf 101,

The eight fizne of Predeflination,

I S anabie& opinion of ourfelues,
whichbeares for its Iniprefa the
CyprefJe tree,with thismotto Niff of
ficiamini | ficutparunli non intrabitisin
regnum calorum, This tree remaynes
alwayes fragrant and florifhing, &
not only admitts not corruption in
ic felfe, but alfo preferues al other
things from noyfome fauours,
which are embaulmed withit, and
therfore with good reafon it ferues
for theexpreflion of thisabiect opi-
nion of ourfelues, which both de-
firoyes this worme of pride in vs,
and preferues vs from being rotted
and corrupted by felfe-compla-
cence , a fort of infeGion of al
others moft contagious , Odi Super-
bes ¢ arces rc, 1abhorre , andre-
ic@theproud (fay’sthe Royal Pro-
phet.} neither fhal he , whofe ac-

tions {auour of any pride, inhabit
) in
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in the midft of my houle. There is
rarely any phifike as they fay, that
is (ouerainly medicinal indeed, thac
hath not it’s mixture of fome poi-
fon, or fophifticated drugge, This
I amfure,thereis no vicethat is not
compounded of fome fecret pride,
asyeu fhal perceauc if you but con~
fiderthem, Initinm omnss peccari , off Eccl.
fuperbia, e»c. The beginning of euc- 10
ry [ynneis pride,, and he who per-
fifts in it fhal hauc his fil of maledi-
tion; and it wil behisruins inthe
end. Pride is the nozler of adaun-
gerous wit , and from thence it
breaksforth inte various and exor-
bitant vices at cuery turne; now of
hate,now loue, but chicfls of eny .
whillt itis obnoxious to the diftref-
fes of al cafuajities, for there are not
more anxious , or fubit@ to mere
continual difquiet, then thofe who
only couet prayfe , but thinke ic
ablolucly due to their deferts; fince
vicy arceuer apt tofimacine them.
felues contemn’d,when thac deby js
not payd to their expeation ,and

F
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in the meane while, wreake cheis
{pight of others contumelyes ( as
tlheyconceyt } with fretting andin-
ward repining on themfelues. They
liue inas darkean ignorance of o-
thersvertues , as of theyr owne de-
fets , and out of this {wolne arro-
gance of theirs,breake wich al picty
& fidelity,and ina word with what-
foeuer thould be moft deare vnto a
man,for a little fame and couetcul-
nes of eftceme. And wheras che fub-
ie@ of other vices are but common-
ly abie@and ignoble things, that of
pride ordinarily is the moft excel-
lent,it making a prey of al worthy
a@ions, of eminency in any know-
Iedge, and cuen of verrue and fanc-
tity it elfe, much like thofe ltle
wormes which ly gnawinz at
the coares of Liery beteer fruit. A
proud ‘man reprefents the diuels
manners moft voto the life, for as
onc fought to equalize himfclf vato
the higheft , {o the other wil not
only ltand in competency,btt cuen

fecke to be preferd to al. Sed nul~
quam neefjftit juperbns DEV S+ But
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God ncuer faylestoreliftc'.c proud;
he can throw him downe with
more eafe from his hicheft aymes,
then fome (fout defendant ftanding
vpen the bartlements o' a Tower,”
doththofe who fcale the walles,and
cut them off withas much fadility,
asaGardiner crops off with a lighe
hid thofelittde fprours which fhoot
outaboue che reft, Saulin his humi-
lity was aduanct voro a throne
from whéce in his pride he was -
bleddowneayaine. There are fome
who haue 2 natural auerfionfroth
Caus , [piders, ot fome particular
food.Ic is patural o God toexecrag
& abhorre the proud, Abominasie
dumini eft omnss arrogans; immundus eft
apud Dewm omnss qasexalrat cov fuum,
Asthemoft contagious difeafesdo
vle to break out in feueral parts of
man, fo pride wil not be flinted to
any particular place; but noyw jt ex-
prefles ufelf iy our-eyes , now it
takes Pqﬂ"cﬂi:m of our toungs , it
appropriais this mans hands yneo
us vie 5 in others gaiments i

vleth to cloath ielelf, & fics wich fo
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much fettled gravity in an others
cariage as. a hundred preachers
could not remoue it thence ; fome
agaynethereare , who affe@fucha
kind of carelefle behauiour , asif
you did not know the fecret arts
they haue to profefle theyr prid,and
fumptuofities in banquets,, edifices,
theyr childrens breeding , the
{plendor of their retinue, and their
furniture,you would imagine them
{fworne enemyes of fo much vani-
ty.Info much, asthevery ayre we
breath, is pridein al we do, though
it be fo delicate as tis {carce percep-
table. Now we defcend euen; be-
low abic®ion itfcIf, our words are
mere hony and rofes, we vtter no-
thing but the pure filken phrafes of
the Court , we crouch vnto al | to
make our way by indire@ meanes
to rife , and hauing reach’d that
hightonce , whichwe afpir'd vto,
we neither indure equals, nor fu-
periours, What makes thee fo
proudly arrogantthou filly duft, &
ashes-, when thelealt blaft of death

can fcacter al thy greatnes? Inwhat
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canft thou receaue fuch fclfc'com—

lacence,, who ftinks’c {o odicufly
in the noftnls of men , of An-
gels , andof God? and whilﬂ:ihpll
breacheft nothing but earth, (olim
of Adam as thou art ) thou eucn
poyfon’it the ayre with the ftench
of Lucifer! But if thou canft beas
wel delighted with the gooc_liy
height of the Cyprefle, aswith it’s
gratful fimel , thou mayft clime vp
on the condition , that fromthence
thou refle¢t a difdaynful eye on
none but on thy felfe ; and thisis
true greatnes , true magnanimitie,
to eniertaine in highplaces humble
thoughts , and as faft as thou art
exalted , to debafe thy felf ; and
( which is more proper to the pre-
deflinate ) to touch heauen with
their merits , whilft in their owne
conceyt they yet ly groucling on #o** 4+
the ground. Dwine grarix familiayss ;;Pf:;
effe fslet bumilitss ¢, betwixe dinine eﬂl.
graceand humility fay’s 5.8 rnard)
there is aftrait league of freindfhip.
What a fublime humility is thar,

E3
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which honour can not re(nouc, nog
glory make arroganr? For a defpica-
blc perfonto a bale imfelf, isnot
much , but bemidrrias honorats, humi-
litie in honour is a rare vertucin-
deed, Doy.uleare thisd yeekings
yce Princes and potentares cof the
earths? Do yeu heare this, you who
are no lefle learned then arroganc
you whofe pofleflions make you
defpife al other men 2 Rava virius oft
Fusmilstas howorata , humility in ho-
rour is a vertue deferuing al admi-
sation, Ttis the proper effe@ of trué
jamility, to make thofe condemne
themfelues by their owne verdi@s
for moft voworchines, who in the
iudgement of heauen are cfteemed
for greateft fanGity. So Abrahama
man moft acceprable to Almightie
God, accounted himlelf , no other
then duft and afhes; S.Perer the Ro-
ck of the churchopenly and inge-
nuoufly profeﬂ%d himfelf a finful
man ; S. Pasl that veflel of election
and Prince of Apoftles reputed
himfelf but as ar abortiue iffuc,and
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vnworthic the title of an Apoltle,
This hold for certaine, the bg‘_'e of
al true height and dignity ,1s no
other then humilicic , and 2 con-
temptible opinion of ourfelues.
Tie firft Parazraph.
Ride isthe ruine cfal vertues, &
the ftecp precipice of Angels &
of men. Good God what a chaage,
what a commutation was then be-
tween heauen and earth,when the
moft gloriousamonglt Angels was
calt headlong dowae from hieauen
to carth , whiieft the miferableft
poereft foule on earth was eleuated
by the handes of Angels voto hea-
uen? Lucifer through his pride did
falfromthence , whither poorevl.
cerous Lazarus was exalted for hisg
humility, whoitis credible did not
fo often number his vertues as his
fores; no doubt out of genuine felf-
contempt of his, feem’d more pa-
tient vnto al, then vneo himfelf,
It is a very truc and fiznificane
faymg of a certaine Saint > pie
Wm valet qui fo aliguid v lere
F 4~



