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THE FRONTISPICE
toir’s SPc&atour.

To find N1 CET A's vertues in hisname,
V'iew mee the Fronti(pice wath th’ _4nagrgmmes
N CAas1E :Without puvity of hart,

Ther snoTriumph.We muft fi:f} breske bis dait,
Wkom €baflsry ( you fee) 15 trampling dovrne.
Nay more: Fiut foolish Vir 2ins lofi thesr crevene,
For want of oyle. Therfore N1ceT As [ayes,
I Sancyé ;Goe; walke on m holy wayes.
*Tisnot enough tokeepe thy Lille whize;

I SANCTE; Ler thy burning Lampe gine lighe,



THE E PISTLE
DEDICATORIE
OF
THE TRANSLATOVR
toal worthy English
Catholixes.

) T Nicetas could neuer hade
& opened his mofl chafl eyes ,to
2o this oy Englzsh lightyvnder
amote propitious flarre then
the praecton of you ( thrice yenowned
conflant Catholikes of England )nor with
a more happie prefage or wooler priuiledge
baue mkm this peregrination though our
Albion shen with your honourable wame
difplayed in the fromifpice : Nor couldI

a2 more




TO THE ENGLISH
miore myflically intimase eyher bis end o
myne owpe defire , then by this word Ni-
ceras which fignifiesvictorse, 1o correfpond
both 1o Albion,which hath it's denomn ation
from Candour , and vo Carholicke , that s
whiner(als hopiny he shal vnincr{ally make
bis waythrongh al yonr hayis: and should
he be o 'vnfommate 510 find thems not fo
white by prrity , yet at leafl may hasnc the
hononr 10 adorne and embellish them with
Chaflie mofl [utable to the tmmaculate
fposfe without faine or blewsish 5 wb,
fatth you fo conragronfly profe(fe and [ ﬂcr
for. To you therefore ihi ornammem of your
Comrityy the high honour of Casholicke Re-
ligion ( which with haZard vf your res
and daylie loffe of goods awd tiberty you fo
conflamtly defend ) 1 dedicate this wry lintke
booke. To you I prefem 4 , varher a5 an
ackmowledgement vhem paymentaf the debt
1 owe you.MayNicets the principal fubre?
of this dewont booke becomse the obieit of
Jour imitation in his admstrable- Cbzy‘lttjd

an



CATHOLIKES.
andthough you shead not your blowd, yes
may you with him for ener be victorious in
this combate here on earth | and crownedin
Heauen, For my recompence ( [eeing the
labour 1 hane here taken may exail mo
more,being of (malworth ) 1 only defove that
like feruemt Charity as moued me to vnder-
take # for the good of you ( my deare
Countrymen ) may induce you to offer vp
your Tealous prayers ; that as I haue offi-
cioufly prefented you with this incompa-
rable example of Nicetas,l may with you
ef ficacion(ly imitate his chaflity.

The affe@ionate humble
i {eruant of you al.

R. S.

TO

[N
w



TO THE MOST NOBLE
SODALITIES OF THE
moft Bleffed Virgin
Marie.

FINGOLST.ADT.

MVNICHEN,

leLl'N.G_.
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FRIBFRG OF THE SWISSERS;
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FROM GOD AND
HIS MOTHER T HE
Blefled Virgin Euer-
lafting felicitie.

=22 VEN til this prefent,
| |\@hs34 great is my affection
towards you ( Worthy
& Companie of the So-

dalitie of the Blefled

Virgin Mane , Noble in linage,
learning ,and vertue ) noris there
anie thing L moredefire,then very
much to profit you ; feing 1 haue
receaned very much from you;
thatalin fine may returne to the
{elf-fame fountaines from whence
it firft {prang. Whatfocuer in my
youth I gained in learning or Pie-
tielafcribe to the Sodalitie of the
molt Blefled Virgin , and this I

i4 freely




THE AVTHOWVR'S
freely teftify to the world. Toyou
I owe and to your Company , that
IesvsSonne of the Blefled Virgin,
admitred me , altogether vn-
worthy , into his Societie. Inge-
nuoufly | confefle,had it notbeen
foryourfodaliue , I had perished
and many others with me. But
hardly can a man perish among(t
you,vnles he wholy withdraw his
mind from you, and wil fully caft
himfelf into perditi5, My opinion
is, thatr no ftudent in theSchoales
profitsin learning, exceptby con-
forming himfelfewith you,he firfk
Iearne this one thing ; how,and
with what fobrietie he oughr ta
learne. Vertue isboth the know-
ledge of other things and her
felfe. Moft rruly faith the Roman
wifeman ,and moft ritly mayit be
accomodated to thafe of the Seo-
dalitie of theBlefled Virgin Marie:

There



EPIST. DEDICATORIE.
There is nothing that more
inuefteth our minds with honefty,
and reduceth thofe thatare wa-
uering &flexible toarightcourfe,
then the conuerfation of good
men:for by lictle andlictleic def
cendethinco our breafts and ob-
tayneth the force of a precept,
by being often heard , and pre-
fented to our fighc <. Verily your2 Se»
onlie Companie & afpectinciteth circe
mento theloue of vertue ; & euen md.
when you are filent a man may
reape proht by your prescce. Moft
truly may lafirme of your Con-
gregations, whattheancient Poct
did Ironically fpeake of the City
of Rome:
——a Hi fiunt homsines P
Here men are made: nit Sat,
And vnles a man amongft you *, “-
learneto play themanindeed,and

becomemodeft , wife and chaft,
he



THE AVTHOVR’S
heloofech hislabouar in ¢his life &
vodertheshape of aman, shrow-
deth oftentimes manie k.nds of
brute beaits. Hemay take his pla-
ceand degreesin thefchoolesand
Academies; proceed a good Gra-
marian , an cloquent Rhetorician,
a {ubnle P[nlotopher a learned
Phifitian,oranotable Lawyer. But
to be skilful in al thefe arts ( al-
though icauaileth for tranfitorie
things ) for the purchafing of
Hcauen it is but loft labour. To
becomea good Chriftian , 2 man
of honeft. and yertuous conuer_
farion,is trueart ., and {olid wift
dome indeed. To obtainethis the-
reisbutoneway, Vertae, which if a
man learne not amongft the So-
dalities of the moft Blef. Virgin,
ke wil with facilitie learne vices,
withouca Maifter. Afluredly great
yarietie of vertue ﬂounsheth in

the



EPIST. DEDICATORIE.
thefodalitie: Hic fiurt homines | here
men areframed according to the
fquare of vertue. They that fly
thete Companies are wickedly
wary to theirowne hurt. And fuch
as refufe to be enroled amongft
thofe of this difcipline, or hauing

in€theirnames,anoidthefe pub-
hke aflemblies , no where lefle
feeneth€amongftthem, notobli-
ging théfo much asby increafing
their number: Such, Ifay,negle&
to haue cémercewithvertue, take
libertie to be vitiousand eftrange
themfelues from chaft & modeft
eyes. Of fo great mométisa mans
conuerfation withgood men;whe-
reunto I confefle, [ owe al thatl
haue. And to giue teftimonie he-
reof totheworld I now of myne
owneaccord , moft willingly offer
to your confideration, ( my meft
WorthieMaifters of the SOdalitli)C)

this



THE AVTHQVR’S
this orher treatife asa flender ma-
nument of my grareful mind.

The ritle of thisbaokeis Frism-
Phata Incontinentia, T be Triumph oucr
Jucontiencie. Let no man here
make an euil interpreration , for
thatitisdedicated to you),asifany
of you were burnt with inconti.
nencie: thereisno {uch meaning,
but to theintent it may notburne
yau. For as wemake a medicice,
that may be aremedy rofome,an
cafe to others, and an antidote to
thereft ; fo the vicesbeing remo.
ued , we muftlearneby what mea-
nesto anoid thé in time ro come,
And for thar it is very dificule o
purge & purifie mens foulestain.
red with an inneterate difeafe, it
1sa point of great prouidence, in
him who hath once receaued a
Medicine , to be no leffe careful
inrecouering health then prefer-

uing.



EPIST. DEDICATORIE.
uing. Tothisend doth this booke
foreadily addrefle it felfe to you,
topreuent (for 1 prelume thereis
no need to take away ) the difeale
of Incontinency. Now why pre-
fent 1 not a booke of greaver
bulke: a guifc more graceful and
feemely then this is, {grant. Buc
beare i befeech you with theflen-
derabilitie of the giuer, and like-
wife with the vices of our Age,
which if you{erioufly take a view
of,youwil netdeny thereare ma-
niempuvities & greatcorruptids
of manners now in euerie place;
you wil freely acknowledged , the
world growneficke,and chiefly of
incontinencie-Wemuftnotfetbe-
forea fickeman great morfels, or

ofle meatin large platters; buc
rather nurfe him vp with lictle pic-
tances of lighteft meates and {mal
mefles of potage. The Same mult

we



THE AVTHOVR'S
wedoein thiscafée. And if wecone
fider the Genius of this Age,the
world can hardly now be other-
wife cured.

Volumes & prolixe bookes this
faftidious Age hardly wil digeft:
wherefore wee muft now ina man.
ner curforily intimatethofe things
which are wholefome. Compen-
dious bookes & briefe difcourfes
although not o polite may with
Iefle difficultie corre& thofe that
are forgetful of boneftic : Burt
whatfoeuer others haue faid or
written,this vice of incontinencie
ought to be purfued without
meane ormeafaresforit isexcefline
without bound or limit. And be-
caule incontinencie ( a pleafing
butpeftilencvenom)infedteth the
nioft pare of the world I could
wish that manie might partake of
this medicinal booke ; which of

right



EPIST. DEDICATORIE.
right onght to be shorg, left the
malady it. should cure’, by lin-
gring , be rather more and more
encreafed. Befides if I refpect the
Sodalitie ofthemoft Blefled Vir-
gin (for whofe honour ,and good
this lirtle booke is written)l oughe
nottomake tedious exhortations.
Thereis a certaine kind of men,fo
docible , that they learne thofe
things that are taught them,with-
putanylonginftrudion:, and ap-
prehend.good things, fofoone as
they heare them. Thefefo capable
ofvertue, & wel defpofed of their
owne aceord ,are ordinariein the
familie of the Moft Blefled Virgin.

WhereforeI befeech you, (my
moft intirely beloued Aflociates)
vouchfafethis littlebooke of my-
ne , the entertainment of a new
gueﬁ 1 it requires not any exqui.

te entreatie; butfuchas youare
wont



THE AVTH. EPIST. DEDIC,
wont not to deny bookes of
pietie. And for that I make no
queftion , but you are feruently
in loue with chaftity, and conti-
nencie, I am confident you wil
with favourable eyes, and eares
accept this prefident of Nicetas
triumphing ouer incontinencie,
So I mofthumbly recommend my
felfe to al your chaft prayers. From
Monachinm the day of the purifi-
cation of the moft Blefled Virgin
the yeareof Chrift 162 4.

The Sernant of you al in Chrif?
Hieremse Drexelius of the
Socenieof LESVs.
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TO THE WELWISHING
R EaDER

prefentvntothee(gentle
% Reader ) an heroical act,
admirable ro precedent &
fucceeding Ages.I prefentNicetas
an Agypuian, a yong marn, afin-
gular and admirable {ubduer of
himfelfe & hisowne [uft ,who bya
ftupendious ftratagem obrayned
thevitory. I am of opinionthat
in al Chriftendom thereis not the
like found. Verily we may with
much more truth atfirme of this
yong man whatwasfaid of #/ffes:
He fayled paft Scilla and was not
deuoured ;touchedat Caribdis, &
was not {wallowed; tafted of Cir-
cescup,and was nottransformed;
fetfooramongft thie Lothophagi,
but ftaied not,heard theSirens,buz,y ,,.
spproached not. 2 [ wiladde more;dsmrexs
kewas bound, tied, bereft of alf Dro
é WEAPONS fine,



THE AVTHOVRS EPIST.
weapons, yet could not be ouer-
come: yea heheard and camenere,
cratleaft was compelled to come
nere the moft deceitful Siren, yet
was he not drowned. His tongue
fought , his tongue ouercame,
whereby we are al ir a manner
vanquished. Yer this did he not
by volubilitic of fpeech , but by a
painful mayming of his tongue.
Wouldeft thou know(Reader) the
vncomparable proiect of this moft
generous Nicetas? read thislictle
booke; but ler merequeft theeto
read it withrepofe & recollection
of mind , willing to reape benefit
thereby. Our endeauour hereisto
compofe manners not words,to
profit mens foules, not to pleafe
their eares. The fcope of my wri-
ting is, that which | defire should
be likewife thyne in reading , to
deftroy the extreameft of aleuils,

the moft capital ofal plagues, the



TO THE READER!
deepeft fourfe of al vices (" fmconti-
nency )the pregnant mother of al
finnes , diﬁ'u'f;sng herfelfe into al
shapes. He that is an enemie to
chaftitie,isina mannera friend to
alvices. Neuer wasthereanieman
denounced warreagainft chaftitie
who hadnot firlt entreda league
with more then one enormitie.
Whofoeuer is minded compen-
dioufly to attaine to the knowled-
ge of vices , let him but make
himfelfe afcholler to Lafciuiouf
nes , and he shal shortly won-
derto fee himfelfe of afcoller be-
comea maifter. No man can liue
vertuonfly if he live not chaftly.
And (good Reader ) deceaue not
thy felte, it is not 'for yong men
only thefe thingsare written, not
for Virgins, nor thofe only of the
Sodalitie who are batchlours.
This belGgeth to cuery ftate, Sex,

€2 age,



THE AVTHOVR'S EPIST.
age, and degree, for of neceflitie
muﬂ: the widow , the wife, the
hufband and wife keepc Chafhty
each intheir kindes. Hardly shal
he keepe the lawes of wediocke
who knowes not how to preferue
thofe of chaftity.Yeal dareboldly
avouch , that man muft haue an
exa& knowledge of the lawes of
chaftity, who wilobferue thofe of
wedlocke. It is notlawful for any
erder of men, ofwhatage foeuer
to goe beyond the bounds ¢
chaftitie. How can a man agrec
wel with vertue,whoisatvariance
with modeftie , the onlie feat of
vertue?So that thefe things which
arefaid ofauoyding incotinencie
are neceflarie for euerie one to
know. 1 adde more , that manie
things are taught in this booke
auvailable for maintaying al man-
ner ofvertue. And to the intent
thou maift know (my Reader)that



TO THE READER.

I here purpofea Summary ofholie
inftruchron: whatfoeuer [ difcour-
fed of intheyeare 1611 in prefence
of the moft excellent Electour
Maximilian and his moft gratious
wife the Ladie Elijabeth ,cOcerning
the prefence of god in al places,
during the time of the facred °
Aduent of our Lord, L haue here
briefly colleted and as it were
drawne forth the quinteflence
thereof’; which 1 haue fet downe
for thy viein thetench chaprer of
the fecond booke. And what I
fpake out of Pulpit in the yeare
1633. before the moft excellent
Dukeand Ducheffe of Bauaria &their
Courtlike Attendance, cGcerning
the nynefold torment ofinfernal
Erterniue,l giuethee here compen-
dioufly touched in the felfe fame
laccercreatifeche eleauenth chap-
ger. And albeit this booke is but

€3 lutle



THE AVTHOVRS EPIST.
lictle, it was none of thofe wrirten
in poft-haft ;orvponthe {uddaine.
Itischeaduice of Horrace , what
thouwounldeft expofe to hght and
publike view,onght to be nyne

(a) De vearcslaboured a)l haueobferued

aree jr.and thar withaduantage. Thear-

f:i"f:: gumentand order of my booke is
fnem, as beforel hauedeclared.

Foureand twentie chapters in al

areafligned to both bookes. The

firfk sheweth in twelue what the

allurementsand effeds of incon-

tinency are. Thefecodinasmany

chapters yealdeth Anuidores for

the famevice. Theoriginal caufe,

aslikewifeche renour and{capeof

my writing is Nicetas ,that Miracle

of continenci¢and Spe&acle WOr-

thie of Heauen. My defire was

(gentleReader shefethings mighe

be known tothee , and thacthou

makethebeft benxﬁt ofthem.



THE FIRST

B O OKE

THE ENTR ANCE
Into the difcourfe.

Cuar. L

PARTHENIVS and
EDESIMV S [peake.

NEX) ArTuHENIVS, Thadin

A S, Huram thatgrcat Lin-
¢, guift,of al ancient Writers
the mofl learned, thevery
Oraclc of the world ; of whom not
withous caufe , it yyas faxd Nemmem[caj]'e
Ay, quad



(a) Ari-
fos. L
?/D'f

£ THE TRIVMPH

grod Hieronsirus rgnoraret No man knew
what Hierom wasignorant of. Ep e s.
Youboth briefly and copjoufly comend
that Do&our, a man moft woerthy of al
praife, wborc only Epiftlesif you doc
but pervie,, you shal find them a great
treaﬁuc of learping. ParyHEN, Thofe
very Epiftles 1 read, amongﬂ which'in
the thrd booke he’ ln(crtcrh the as of
Paul the firlt Eremite , and maketh
mention of an Egyptian yong man,
whofe heroical vertoe I thinke no Ages
can euer parale} or fufficiently admire.
Epesimvys. This not long fince [
perufed and was aftonished : What are
we Parthenius, tathofe heroical $pirits,
PartHentvs : Verily much. inferiour.
But I befeech you, it you pleate,produce
more of this matter : take that ftoofe , &
Iet vsmake an ‘end of the difcourfe we
haue begun; for I krow you are not of
the Se& of the Pertpatencks sand itwas
theancient oplmon of Diem , that as a
howe & harpe,fo men are ftrégthried &
quickned withreft. Itis thefaying of

" Ariflotle () by fitting Rtil & refting the
mind



OVER INCONTINENCIE, 1.1, 3
mind becometh more tudicious. Ep e s,
But being to difcource of Chaftity,
isreft fo much to be commended ? You
know wel what’s {aid of Egilthus the
adulterer, defidiofus erat,he wasflouthful.
Partyenivs. 1 perfwaded repofe
(myEpEesimvs ) not idlenes nor
flouth.But to come to the matter,let vsa
little neerer looke into the conflict of
our Nicetas5,Epes. Vpon this condition
that you become my Thefeus through
the whole Labyrinth of thisexpofition.
Iwil take $.Hierom 8 read him verbatim
cxpe&ingthe interpretation from you.

§. I

‘Another flourishing in the youthful vigour
of his age was commandedto be brouzht into
Garden , there to be throwne vpon a delscare
dovwne-bed among ! fresh lillies & (weet vofes;
and lefl be should depart thence , to bee lefs
bosund with filken cords ; 4 flreame of Water
pafsing bywith a getle murmuring ¢ the wind
breathing with 4 (oft Wwhifpering noife through
theleayes of the trees. To which place , after
alwere departed , came a beantiful, barlot and

tooke



4 THE TRIVMPH
200ke him about the neck with lafcinsous emby e
ceings , that by prowokeing bis body to luft, she
might abtaine 4 shamelefJe trismph oner his
foule. What should this Souldser of Chrifl doe?
How sheuld be bebaye himfelfe: Was it pro-
bable that pleafures shosldouercome bim, whom
torments couldnot 2 At laf} by mfpiratsonfrom
Heauenbyting of bis tongue, be [pit it s ber
a)Hier facethat kifJed him: Sothe zreatnes of the paine
inthe thatenfued,ouercame al fenfeof cicupsfcece.(a)
life of Partuenivs. O fa& vnheard
S. Paul of in al former Ages, & of al {ucceeding
thefirlt ¢ be admired ; this is manfully to fight
:::.'Bz;- indeed,thisto ouercome, this totridph.
«n 153, The felfe-fame hiftory I haue lately také
Decii  out of Nicephorus (b) in a diffcrent lan-
Imp.10. gage to exercife my flile : doe you pleafe
()Lib. 16 heare it2 Epss.With al my hare theugh
;;,.“P' you relate it to me a thoufand times
’ ouer you shal neuer {atiate thefe eares of
myne. PArTHENIVS., You wil me
therfore toreciteit? Epes. I both wil&
commandyou.P AR TH EN1vVs. Apply
then both your mind and eares.

THE



OVER INCONTINENCIE. Lkl 3

mmmmmmmmwmmm
THE MOQOST ILLVSTR.IOVi.S
aftof Niicet.es related fomewbat

at Large.

Cuar 1L

<A He ancient Age bolteth the
liberty of Anaxarchas , who

being bound and tortured,

“*"" sheering afunder his tongue
with his teeth, fpit itinthe Tyrants face.
Be not proud Araxarchus: shal I com-
pare men with thee 2 Or with thee 214
[fris, Aquilins , ot R egulus 2 Our children
and women arc oftentimes not only
your cquals but by farre ( euen in the
ftraighteft guines ) furpafle you. Witnes
Nicetas that £gyptian yong man, who-
fe more then heroical liberty and forti-
tude non can fufficiently ( I wil not fay)
commend,but admire,The Macedonian
King faid of Achilles : O happythou,’
who haft gotten Homer for the Proclai-
mer of thy vertue. The fame may I more
rightly pronounce of this yong man:



£ THE TRIVMPH

O thrice happy thou Niceras, who haft
S.Hierom forthe Panegyrift of thy vertue.
See [ beleech you amongft how many
deceitful fnares , this ourmoft chalk
Achilles profefled hisliberty : he acted
now vpon a farre more perilous ftage
then that Champion did. His-bed was
fofter and more delicate then that of
Saydanapalus , or the boulfter of Helioga~
balus ftuffed with downe of {wannes:
vpon this couch the yong man being
caft,wasbound, cotwithiren,bat with
filken cordes. Thouwouldeft now baue
faid , there had beene no hope to pre-
feruc his chaftity amoagft {o manyam-
bufcadoes. Round about did pleafure
caft her alurements , by reafon whereof
it was almoft impofiible for a modeft
mind not to loofe ir’s intended chatity.
The trees flourished with their greene
leaues; and befides their cheerful fmels
and pleafant shades, with foft motion
of theirarmes, madea kind of whispe-
ringand delightful melody. A purling
ftreame more cleare then criftal , plaid
with it’s wandring fireames, and wirh

amurmuring noyce glided amongﬁ the
little
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Titcle pible ftones, that you would haue
thought it a kind of mufical harmony.
Vponboth fides were flowers. Round
about blew the mild wefterne windes.
Here fré the verdant me dowes {milled
the Gluer-shining lilles ; there the
purple rofes , here the fanguine and
golden Hyacinth ; there fnowy and
iwory-burnish’d Naciffus , and from
cuery fide breathed a moft (oftand plea~
fantgale of wynd. Alas poore Chril-
tian Souldier what wiltthondoe: on
euery fide thou art inuited to pleafures,
eucn by the fweet odours and fragrant
flowers thou art allured. How canft
thourefift , thefe voluptuous charmes,
how canft thou diffolue fo many fetters?
Belold there ftealeth vpon thee a
woman with a wanton countenance,
who wil caft vpon thecas many fnares
as words, and like 2 Bafiliske kil thee
with heronlya‘pec. Alaspoore young
man ! how wilt thou faue thy felfe
harmeles from this viper 2 No man
cuer had kis liberty {0 much captinated
as thyne. If thou open thyne ecyes,
thou art enfnared with her beauty : if

ST clofe
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<lofethemthy eares lye opert to asmuch
oyfon asshee can inftil into them. Thy
hands with ftockes , thy feete with
fpurnes , can not defend thy chaitity.
las thy innocency (eemeth loft, thy
modefty viquished with {o many (ubtile
¢ngines. More credible it fecmes the
Romane Parricide(fowed inafack with
adog, a ferpent, a cock and an Ape)
might be preferued from al wounds,
then thou (o diftreffed yong manj tobe
freed frd the plague of luft. Which way
foeuer thou turncft,thou artentangled;
their appeareth no hope of cualion.
Lafcivious Cupid houering ouer thy
head feckesto fpced thee with his poys-
nous dart. But in vaine doth Venus
triumph before the viftory. The
Chriftian Champion in this deadly
combate found outaway , whereby his
vi&orious chaftity might triumph ouner
herenemy. Opprefled on al fides,fecing
himtelf in fo great danger;and why,
guoth he, 6 my wronged chaftity , doft
thou not defend thy felfat leaft with
fuch weapons asthou haft 2 My tongue
only is at liberty - my tongue thenshal
‘ ferue
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ferue fora weapé: 1 had rather be dumb,-
then not chaft. This fayd with a generous
refolution wounding and biting alender
histongue, he fpitit al bloudy in the
forchead of the shameles harlot.

O Nicetas,o thrice-happy and coura-
gious yong man ! goe forward on Gods
name , thou that breakeft through
fo many hellish fetters, and redeemeft
thy liberty with thy virgin-modefty,
braucly vfing thyiawes for a quiuer and
thy tougue for an arrow.

§. I

Eves.O heaucns,o earth and feas! was
euerthe like found in any hiftory pro-
phaneor facred, oldornew, Komane
or Greeke? Very worthily may we extol
this young man, for this great this admi-
rable thistran(cendent and aftonishing
fa&. That was nothing in refpe® of
this, which the Laconian yong man did,
who being takenin warre , oft repeated
thefe wordes: [ wil not. And asfooneas
he was commanded to execute any
bafe or feruile office, he dasht out his

' ‘ owne
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ownebraines againft awal. What waa
the burning of Mutias right hand in ref-
peét of thus? Tadmire not the dagger of
Lucretia embruedwith her owne bloud.
She was defirousto be chaft, whenfhe
hadloft her Chaftity. Par T men1vs.
Verily the ancient times had great
examples’ of Chaftity. 1 commend
Xenocrates, [ applaud Scspro, 1 honour in
this refpect the Macedonian fiexander,
Y admire Spurina, and Democles : onlyat
Nicetas , I {tand aftonithed.. Xenocr.tes
was faid o be of fuch modefty,thatif he
had butinbeaftesfecne accidentally any
wantonnes,he would prefently with his
eyes turn’d away condemmne it.Scipio de-
liuered a Virgin vntouched to her {pou-
fe,as he had receaned her,and fo became
a conquerour both of himfelf and his
lutt. Alexander would not o muchas
with his eyes glance vpon the wife and
daughters of Darius becaufe they were
women of admirable beauty. Spurine
wounded her beautiful face , leaft it
might {er others on fire: Democles to anoid
fornicatic lea ptintoaboyling chauld:d,

both defenders of their chaftity , but
neithee
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fieither of them to be compared to our
Nicerss. And fceing we haue entredinto
the liftes, if you pleafe, let vs aduance our
feete, and pace out this as a wel as we
can. Epessmvs. Weearé both at good
leafure , neither is there any reafon why
1{hould refufe, efpecially ifyou lead the
way.Par Tuen1vs: Butiflerreyou
fhal pardon mee. I chanced of late vpon
verfes , but few in number , and'if you
regard their wordes,neither polished no#
fmooth, but richinfenfe ; and Imakea
queftion whether yoa haue euer read any
thing more pithy or profitable.They haue
atriple infcription , and are but fixe in
al. I wil recite them.

Fncontinentiz ¢/ Libidinis
Inwitamenta.
Otia, Menfs,libri,vaza lumna, verba, Sodales,
Huec tolle,banc misse,hos muta,bec clande , heo
fn,_)t , vita bos.
The inuitements of incon-
tinency and luft.
Slouth, ftore of meate ,books wandring

eyes,wordes , mates,
B Fly,
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Fly,leffen,change, clofe , shun , and shut

the gates.

Incontinentie ¢/ Libi-
dinis effeting.

Corpus,opes animam,ingenitim, famam,virtutes;
Debilitat,perdit suecat smpedit,inficit ,aufert.

The cffects of incontinency

and Luft.

Fame, vertue, foule, and body, wit and
wealth,
Theyblaft,taint kil,wafte, dul ,and take
by ftealch.

Incontinentie ¢/ Libidinis

Antidota,
Leio flagra,preces, confe(Sio, lympha,laberes,
Portarum excubie,Chrifls prafentia,pane.
The Antidotes againftincon-

tinency and Lutt.

Books , -prayers, ftripes, confeflion,
labours, fafting,

Strict watch, Chrifts prefence , torments

cuerlafting.

Ep s 1mvs. Thele were madeto help

our memory,and they pleafe me wel : but

for fo much as you are this day my guide,
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beginmy Pa R THEN1 v sandread the
riddles of thofe your verfes , left you may
feeme vntofometo haue fpoké Arabicke.
Partuen1vs. Accept for the prefent
thefe few verfes: 1 wil heereafter adde
others of my Nucetas ; who had he not
vaderftood that the milchief of Luxury
wvas very great would not fo much haue
detefted it , chooling rather with greac
paine to become dumbe , then vnchait
by the froition of that vnlawful pleafure.
o od BoidPivvia s /aRlsvice s viod oo Sl 0]

IDLENES THE FIRST

B Allurement to Incontinéncy.

Cuar. IIL

= Othing more then an idle life

Y inclines and makes amanyeald

to vice and abandon vertue, In

the fchoole of vice Idlenefle is

the chief Mafter, and principal teacher.
Andtharyou may not wonder at this ; it
wasena&ed by the law of Draco,that they
who were accufed of Idleneffe should be
condemned and put to death, Thole
things , that moft draw vsvnto Luft, are
flouth,ftorc of meate , bookes , wandring
N B: eyes,
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eycs,wordesand mates. Behold idleneffe
here the ringleader of al the refl.
Without queftion itis the vfual boulfter
of al vices,and why not of Laxury ? Moft
truly Diogenesin times paft publickely
affirmed : Libido eff otioforum negotium , Luft
is the bufinefle of thofe that are idle,
Affuredly it is a rare thing to fee 2 man
idle and chaft. And asthefe vices are.nere
of kin onetotheother , mentsi ¢ furai,
to lye and fteale (forl wil prefently shew
you a theefe, if you , shew me a lyer) {o
thele two are very nere allyed mibil ageve,
&7 malé agere ,to doe nothmg and to doe
euil ; to loofc a mans time and not pre~
fcruc his chatftity, otsars o5 luxuriar: ,to be
sdle andlplay the wanton. You know wel
the old faying of Ousd:

Quarstsr £gsfihus quare fit fallus adulrers
Inprmptu canfa eff, defidis(us erat.

How was #ziflus with adulterous ftaine
Soil’d at the firft 2 By flouth: the caufe is
laine.

From flouth for the moft part iffue the
fparkes of luft. 1dlenefle is the fuel of
concupiflcence : And I wish al parents
and Maifters would in this refpe& be

vigilant
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vigilant to driue away flouth fromthofe
thatare vnder their charge. That father
inthe Satyrift may be an example :

At nunc

Pof finem autymmn: medsa de noe [upinum,
Clamofus susenem pater excitat; accipe ceras,
Scribepuer , vigila, caufas age, perlege rubras  Iuue-

Masorsm leges , s c. nal Sat.
The clamorous father doth in winter -7/
raife 9o
His Sonnc at midnight ; take thy booke
he fayes,
Write boy , and watch, read ancient
rubrick lawes,
Or get a Capraines place, or plead fome
caufe.

Great Capraines when they fee their
fouldiers difobedient , keepe them vnder
with labour , or entertaine them with
fome kind of trauaile. They that are
engaged in bufinefles are neuer atlealyre
toplay the wantons. In very truth

Otsa fi tollas perieve Caprdinss arcus,

Contemptaque 1acent 2o fine luce faces. Ouid.
Botk Cupids bow and shafts con- . gs.
temned lye,

His fire’s put out, if Idlenefle you fly. For
Bs as
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as the fame Mafterinftru@eth vs:
Quidplatanus risis Zandet,qui populus yuda,
Et quam limofa canna paluflyss bumo:
Tan Vengsotia amat.
As planes loue riners , reedes the
moorish (oile,
As poplars lakes,{o¥ enusiflouth,notoyle,
Heethat isidle(as molt truely faid the
Roman wifeman ) lines not to himfelf,
but, wich is moft abhominable , to his
belly,fleep, and luft.

§ I

Twil produce grauer witnefles, That
mellifluvous Do&our §. Bunard fayth,

«Serm, that (3 as through fome fmal chinke z: the
de <ié, pumpe of a ship , the Water vnaw.res to the
andrea. zaarimers entyesh andencreafeth , tilthe ve(fel by
neglioence s Wholy funke: fo by flouth and
Puggishnes wicked cogitations ¢ concupsfcences
avemultiplied, til the ship of our hart gining way

‘nto thein, runneth into manifeft danger. of firme,
Kuow you that S. Bernard was a capital
encmy ofidlencs : The finke, faith he , of ol

“Ep terftd[iq_n.r,c’g‘ ewil cogst ations isflouthythe greatefl
od fr:u. mschiefe of the mind,tlie foule channel of aleails ,
deMon- € death of the foule. (+)A nd that it might be
seDei, knowne how muchthelouer of chaftity
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should beware of idlenefle , he further
{aith : Luxury quickly deceaneth them who
are ginen toflsuth,and burneth moft outr agionfly
thofe it findethsdle: to induflry & labour it gines
place (). Lauventius luflmianus, a man 2s
holy aslcarned faith , chat as water which 1, ,,,
Wanteth motion , and lyeth in pits , is foones 1 dc
puwrsfyed,fo doth 2mans body , that is corrupted wodo
with the yottennefJe of flouth , bring forth con- l"";f”‘
cupsfcence, andnourssh the brutishweffe of carnal ™
pleafures.c)Which he cofirmeth in another (c) Lib,
place : Egenas, (aith he,by reperare labour the 4 per-
hot mations of the flesh are fupprefb:[o by Idlene[Je fe f::;""
they arenourished and mcreafed. The lafines cap. 5.
of Kookes in great mens Kitchins hath 4ib, de
found out 2 compendious way , when ligno
their fire groweth flacke , to pronoke it »***

. K eaps.

to flame, by powring butter into it; the
fame doth the fubtilty of the diuelinvs
when he perceaueth the fire of luft fome-
what allayed, he enkindleth it with oyle,
pitch & butter. Too much abundance of
meate & drinke is oyle ; abfcene bookes,
pitch, foule Idleneffe is foft butter : by
the ncarishment of thefe the lame doth
calily breake forth. He thatis out of loue
with his chaftity, let him fal in loue with
idlencfle. B4 s. 11,
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s. 1L

Idlenefle hath been the deftruétion
both of Kings and fortunate citties. (-)
Sluggish and languishing flouth only
delightezh ineafe and relt, then which
nothing is more lothfome , nothing that
more refembleth our graue. ldlenefle
without ftudy or labour is the deathand
(b) se. burial of a lwing man. (b, Verily orum &
wec, ep. viimidlenefle and vice arencre allied to
3..  oneanother : 21yltem enim malitsam docust

otiofitas , 1dlenefle hathbeep the miftreffe
(c)Eccl, of much milchiefe. (c) So that she may
«*r 3y rightly be called the mother of vanity,
“er[29. and the ftep-mother of al vertue: There
neuér redoundeth any prohit from idle-
nefle but alwayes great dct;iﬂicnt. Idie-
neffe is the vtter enemy to al dilcis
pline: Idlenefle is fo farre from getting
new vertoes ,that she wafteth thofe thag
are gotten: and you shal fcarcely find any
thing that dothopen foeafy and plainea
way to the iawes of hel as idleneffe,
which enen fweetly thrufteth forward
thofleinto diuers vices , who are the moft
indowed with fortitude. Maltam malitiam
docuit otiofit.as. I

2 Caul,
adLesh,
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It was cxccllcntly wel written by
Portsus Cato: 1t is athing of ncccﬂity that
eucry one {et downe vnto himfelfe a cer-
tainc courfe of life, which ne man can
doe, voles he beinduftrious,and a louer
oflabour. And certainely it is requifite
for the courfe of a holy life, that a man
goe forward and increafe : for by trifling
ke waxeth dul and fainteth. He that wil
paffe his lite dishonourably , lct him fol-
low idleneffe , and he shal not miflc of his
purpofe. ldlcnc{Tc is a downright and
ready way to al villany. Wil you haue the
true defcription of chis monfter: [dlenefle
is the moft fuccinét abridgmentand Epi-
tome of al Vices. The mind that is idle
runnesinto a thoufand mad enormities.
Multam m.dditiam dcuit otiofit.es.

E pes. For the moft part , we are al
very eloquent in difpraife of idlenefle,
and often tragically inueigh againft it:
But inthe meane while we ourfeluesare
very wel contented to take our eale,,and
can fooner reprechend then auoid it. We
fecand approuethe better and follow the
worle. PARTHEN1VS. We are fo
mnuchthe more debawsh’d as we growe

more
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more and more in loue with this euil the
wyorft of alothers. And therefore Multam
malitiam docuit otwofiras. This may hitherto
fuffice concerning idlenefle.

WURLARATARANAG AN NQAUNY: AR

THE SECOND ALLVREMENT
20 Incontinency, Dainty fare , furfeiting
and gluttony.

Cuar. IV

T is a thing apparant, and

long fince contirmed : Sme

Cerere ¢ Libero frizere Venerem:

that without meate and wine
Venus foone becomes cold. For whil'ft
the whole habitatis of the interiour man,
inuironed with meate , and drowned
with wine, laboureth in the deco&ion of
excrements , to what is it more fubieét
then to lalcivious thoughts. Then the
lafciuious man doth not (o much as {ecke
the leaft veile to couer his wickednefle.
Hethatisshamelefle publisheth"his difca-
fe; he thatis wanton hath no temper atal

in his hand : and although euery vice lay
itfelf
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itle!f openin adrunkenman, yet Concu-
pitcence molt of al. For when the body
is ftuffed , and the belly throughly pam-
pered , Luft before al other vices ftartes
vp; yea oftentimes that which for the
fpace of many yeares remained mortified,
or at leaflt qualified and kept vnder, ta-
keth new ftrength ; [pecially wien they
tipple wine in pots ingrauen with adul-
teryes : as though drunkennefle of itfelf
were not (ufli¢iétly able to inftru& them
in Luft(when they deflire to be lalcinious)
vnlefle they carroule out of libidinous
cups. Nor doth the old faying faile
heerein : Poff epulas choree, after fealting
foliowes dancing. According to which
the holy Scripture {aith : Sedit populus men-
ducare, ¢>- [urvexerunt ludere.(+) The people (a)Exs;
fate downeto cate ,and rofe vp againeto cap.2.
play : no good play,but wicked. There- verf13,
fore carefully doth §. Payladmonish vs: gy
Be not made drunke with wyne in which is cap.s.
Lyxury. And thoa knoweft wel my Ep e~ verf8.
simvs, we learne by an old and true
ggll:_:g: Hunger neuer begat adulteryes. Exech,
ich the diuine Ezechiel moft clearely _ ap. 16.
pronounceth :Thu (faithhe ) was the mi- ver.4a,
quity -
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cap. 31,

Yoerf.15.
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quityof Sodom : Pride , fulseffe of bread and
aboundance o and the [louth of ber and of ber
dasnzhters.

§. L

So for the moft part , after a plentiful
table, after roial fuppers, and fumptuous
feafts , we fomewhat digreffe from 2
man, and fometimes degenerate and be-
come beafts. My beloued was futned and
kicked azainft me: being pampered fatted
and ful-fed, he forfooke God his maker,
and departed from God his faloation. So
certaine is the law of vices that vader
garmandiring lurketh lafciuioufnes ; it
1s no maruoel to find them incontinent
with whom you find a ful table. 1pray
you doe but aske your owae realon,
whetherhunger or ful feeding is a greater
friend to virginity. [am of opnion , that
chaftity with more fafety inhabiteth in
the cottages of poore folkes , then the
Courtes and pallaces of Kings. You
know the pipes make the greatelt noi-
fe, when they are moft replenished with
wind : euen fo is it with a mans body,
then chiefly is it fet on fire by lafcuious

wantonnefle
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wantonnefle,when it is moft heated with
wine and feafting. Very wel faith §. Inlibre
Gregory by that one vice only of gluttony Reg- 58,
innumerable troupes of finnes are 5ocete
begotten to infeft the foule. Certes the
vice ofgluttony is but one, but innume-
rable are the ftings of luft which follow
and attend it as their kisg , and fuggeft
thofe pleafures , which bring vs to wee-
ping and cternal lamentations. This im
exprefle wordes doth S. Gregory vtter,
and albeir he had been filent, experience
itfe!f would haue told vs no leffe. Too
many haue loft their chaftity , becaufe
they would not efchew gluttony.
Whereupon was the fpecch of that chalt
Hillarion : 1 wil feed thee with chaffe ( my
affe) not with barley. Chaftityis fo great
an enemy to faltables, that her greateft
hope of vi€ory, is at fuchtime as she
denyeth al delights to her'body asto 2
brutebeaft. Butthe Age we now liuein,
is too much eftranged from this law.
Often doe 1 reuoluein my mind whether
rhofe ancient Ages wilreturne , not the
golden, but the leaden or iron Age of cap.17]
Whidl S Lﬁkf fpcakcth : Jn tbt_ dtges-( ﬁ];th ver. a7
he)
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he ) of Noe they did eate and drmke , they
m‘i'fﬂ'dwﬂlti, @ Weffgﬂlfﬂ oner ynto mdn.tgﬂ'
tilthat very daywhen Noeentred tnzo the Arke,
and the deiuge c.ame and defivo;-ed 4i. Confidez
this Age of ours, and thou wilt confeflz
thatit1s very like that of Noe. We eate
and drinke euery where plentifully and
magnificently. Neitheris this {efhcient,
(fauing yourregard , my Epesimvsy
they fport and drinke til they vomit out
their foules, as Vdo did, that moft vnfor-
tunate Bishop of Magdeburge. Frequent
nuptials, vafne bales ; and dancings are
now in cuery place (doe butenterinte
cittics and you wilbe of my mind ) euery
place refounds with brideales , wakes, &
bridefongs. Thefe courfes I beleene wil
continue1nthe world not tii Noe, butti}
Chriff cometh to pronounce from the
Rainebowe { his 1ribunal feate ) a iuri=
dical fentence vypon al mankind.

§- IL

Therefore if you wil diminifh this
Venereous flame , take away the fuper-
fluity of your diet; become moderate and

{paring
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fparing in meate & drinke. Oftentimes
we fecme to fly Luzury , whil'lt indeed
we cherish it. Wouldeft thou driuc a
troubleflome dogge from thee , and yet
giveft him bread : Wouldeft thou ouer-
come luft,and yet ftuffeft thy belly? thisis
but loffe of labour. To what end doeft
thou looke for chaftity amongft intem-
perate feafts and delicacyes, whith S.
Hierome , {carcely found amongft long
faftings , {tripes & anfteritics. 1 herefore
asmuchasthou canft reftraine thy body,
and eniarge thy mind. We ought fo te
behaue ourfelaes, that asfarre as we are
able, we auoid al prouocations to finne.
Wemuil etablish our mind & withdraw
it farre from voluptuous blandishments.
If#us an ARyrian , as witnefleth Pheloflra-
tus , being asked whetherhe found any
fweetenefle in banquetes 2 anfwered,
haue giuen them ouer long fince. God
grant (my Epssimvs) wemaydoe the
like ,and negle@ the immoderate carcs
of the body : it would goe the better with
our {oule. This muft command and go-
uerne,that as a {eruant should be keprin
fabic&ion, of which , be no more con-
T ) fident
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fident then you would be of an enemy?
S. Hierom , that bright funne of the
wilderneffe, by weekely falts,keptvnder
this malignant flame; showers of teares
fireamed from his eyes elcuaced and fixed
on Heauen,ready asit were to ftart out of
their hollow caues. Bebold how with
water and fpare diet he fought againft
this fire. Butlet vs goeforward with the
verfe we hauebegun : Otsz, Menfa, Libps,
Slowth , Meate , Boskes. EpesiMvs. You
haue your Auditour attentiue ; gocona

Gods-name.

CUARANALAC AURTAC RUAUAT:QERYRY
YHE THIRD ALLVREMENT,
to ncontinency Impure and

obfcene Bookes.

€Cuar. V.

Ookes of this kind are a very
15 plague, an aflured poyfon tothe
&%) reader. And which is much
wor(e, you shal meete with it in euery
placc. and find it Jauishly {cattered here

and there ; for fuch impurityes not only
in
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inonebntinal languaucs haue crept into
bookes: they inuade vs in the German
Italian,French,Spanish,Belgick,Greeke
Latine and English tongue; in profe and
verfe : and for this shamelefle kind of
writing many both ancient and moderne
arc branded with infamy. Some haue
capofed hiftoryes, others written Satyrs;
fome haue fung poems,&mucnted fables,
others haue cntrcd into another lift of
writing , inwhich as wel with true as
feyned narrations , hiftoryes and fables
thcy ayme at nothing elfe , butto poyfon
the minds of the readers with that plaguc
of Venery,at leaft to allure them to impure
cogitatious , if notto Tafcivious, difcour-
fes and the very aéts themfelues. Againft

thefe kind of bookes Tully, iuftly incen- .-
fed,(aid: Theymakeonr minds effemmate, they L

breake afunder al the fnewres of vertue. Inthe
number ofthefe are for the moft part al
the ancient poets, fabulifts and Satyriftes,
whom I wi! not nominate lcaft 1 bnng

men acquainted with their writings,
which if they be not corre&ted & purged
from their obfcene dregges , are dire&
poifon to the reader 7 Letnoman touch
C thefe

T:-[i
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thefe that loues and tenders his chaftity;
Ouid himfelf forthisrelpe fent by Au-
guflus into banishment, and notrecalled

by Tyberias , {erioufly admomshcth vs:

Eloquar inuitus, teneros ne tange ¥ oétas.
Subinoseo dotcs unpins ipfe meas.

Perforce I'le fpeake, and mine owne

guifts recal.

Lafcialous Pocts doe not tonch at al.

Doctt thou heare? that peftilent Poet
hxm(clfcrycs out, touch me not, get thee
gone, depart ;s he foretelleth the dangcr,
he denounceth and proclaimeth the
miflchief before hand: fly , ftand aloofe,
left thou be infe@ed. Yetthouintrudeft
thy felf, and breakeft in vpon them, and
giueflt no eare, neithertothy fncnds that
recalthee, nor thine enimyes that repel
thee:thou toucheft & readeft them ouer
and oucr againe,more carefully then holy
feriprure. Thercfore iuftly is that voice

Ecel,c, thundred out againft thee from Heauen:
1s.verf. Who Wil take compafsion of the Inchanter ]hm'

13

by theferpent , or of any that come nere to beaﬂse
Therefore touch not thefe whofoeuer
you are , that wil not be infc@ed and
perish, for thefe moft pernicious bookes

ar¢
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are likened by.Origen roEgyptian frogges;
by S. Heerome to acornes and huskes, by 5
V{uruﬂm& to Auernms the riper of hel, into
whlch t"egreateft part of mankind doth
milerably ingulfe themfelues, and inke
into eternal perdition.

§ L

But perhaps thou maift fay:From hence
I felect phrafes , by thefe I polish my
ﬁylc learne eloquence: and attaine to the
knowledgc of ancient cuftomes. Tha
truthis, thon wouldeft learne to fpeaka
wel, and liveil, orrathertofpeakeiland
lie worle; for ot of the aboundance of the hare prupy,
the mouty [peareth. What necd ha f’c thovcsp 1.
to fecke for gold in thefe puddlcs 2 Shalp werf34.
thou bencfit thy {elf {my.youth) & gather
fo much from this dunglnl ? as tHougn
the Mufes had only liu'd and died with
thele venercous companions. Admit jt
were o, that learning mlght not be gotré
without thefe;were it not bctrer to be
without it then voyd of modefty ? and
rather to be leffe lcarncd,chtn lefle chaft?
This is but 3 cloake and a vaine pretext,

C 2 fha..
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that no fcience , no ftyle, no cloquence,
can {ubfift without thefe obfcene writers.
If1 {Ep es 1 Mvs)drinkingto theein
miskadine powred into a cup of gold or
precious ftone should firt bruifea foule
fpider into it, wouldft thou pledge me 2
wouldeft thou efteeme fo much of that
dclicious wine or rare art & workmiship
of the bowle, that whil'lt thine eyes
denounce certaine danger ot death, thou
wouldft not credit them, but giue wayto
thy alluring appetite2 affure my felf thou
art not foftupid a forte. The like for a!
the world isto be found in thefe bookes.
The phrafe ftile and elocution, like the
Goblet, flatter the eyes, the couer of the
booke fhining withigold & purple ,their
pi¢tures cut in brafle, their faire and flou-
rishing wordes , their fablesand pleafant
hiftoryes,their cuftomes of ancient times,
like delicious wyne an bundred yeares
old, inuite vs to drinke and read them
greedily. Butthinke what a rank fpider
floateth therein 2 There lafcivioufneffe,
concupifcence and luxury are lurking:
death hath belched into thefe cuppes. A
tman should rather be thirfty then drinke
his
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hisownebane. Verily dishoneft bookes
are more peftilent and perniciouns, then
any ferpents poifon. For an obfcene
Writer is-a perpetual Pander : there is no
time wherein he inuiteth not a man to
impure thoughts , ftirreth vp fenfual
motious , and finally infeGeth with a
deadly plague thofe that are {eruilely led
thereby, and curious in {earching after
their owne deftru@ion. Hence it cometh
to paffe that infinit is the miflcheef of
thefe wanton bookes and pi&ures: for as
the one ingenuoufly inuoluing ribauldry
allureth 2 man to incontinency; fo the
other laying lime-twigges vpon his eyes
deceages and entangles his chaftity. Ina
word what doe thole authours ? no leffe
then if they should infe& fountaines and
common wells with poifon , and become
thereby guilty of al their deaths that
drinke thereof

6. 11

Surens a certaine Captaine of the
Parthians hauing flaineCraffus with many
ofhis fouldiers & children,found amagft

T ' C3; the



3 THE TRIVMPH
the fpoile the Dislefanfables of Ariflides,
and for that refpe& moft feuerely treated
and infulted ouer theRomanes,What wil
the wickedSpirit doe at the hqureof their
deaths (who wirh fo great induftry read
Jafcivious bookes ) when he shal prefent
to‘theirdying cyes , their Omds , Ama-
difes 5 and fach like, for which perhaps
they ealily &foohshly omitted the feruice
of God.Theu knowelt,myEp s 1mvs;
how in times palt-the lewes cryed out
beforé the Romane tribunal s Non buncfed
B.r bbam, net thisman but Barsbbas. In
like manner doethéfeaders of lafciuious
bockes, withas loud a-voice; by their
particulardaily praé'txfe g Not this, not
the booke of the imitation of Chrul ; 5'nor
that-of the motiues of vertuesly nor
Claiidius Viexmiontins; -of . peninarice:; .not
Dominick:Candete GF 3 virginity'y:pot Erances
Bruns of Chrift or Chrift his morher, nok
Lewss Granads who wrote many bookes
of picty,not Fracd Jrias who difcourfeth
of the imitatié of the Blefled Virgin, nor
Lewss R icheom of thé Pilgrim of Laurcto;
not thele,no; awa§ with them:Wewil not
haue’ Dudacus deflelliof the contempt of
the
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the world, nor G.ibriel Inchinus of the laft
taings, nor Mz Delrsus his,worke of
the Bleffed Virgin Mary, nor thofe holy
mediatious of Lewis de Ponte i none of
thefe , bat Burabbus , but the french
Amadss , that copious and illaftrious
Authour who wrote aboue foure, and
twenty bookes ; gine vsthe Helrodori , the
Arbitrs,thetd ad surenfes,the Fauflizwe would
haue commerce with thefe,not with thofe
other pecuish writers. Can you fo calily
renounce Chrift and Chriftian bookes,
admit Barzbbss , fecke and cherish thele
murdering bookes that infe& and
deitroy your foule 2 I fayd before thefe
bookes were like the frogges of £gypt,
which hideoufly croaked in euery houfe,
defiled cheir very tables , difturbed their
reft , and fowled their chambers. So
faith the holy fcripture : They shal enter Exodecl
smto they houfe , and thy very bed- 8Vl
chamber , and vpon thy bed ¢rc. They >
may wel be faid to enter into our beds.
For both whenwee are about tofleep,
and when we are afleep, fuch like ob-
fcene frogges prelent themf(elues vato vs.
Hence it proceedes( Ep e s 1M v s)

C 4 thag
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that oftentimes , euen {leeping we are
not without finne:-and our {leep itfelfe
proucthoffenfiue to God and to vs, be-
caufe whilft we were awake we were not
withour offence. And tel me, I befeech
you , how great is this madnefle of ours:?
Our next neighbours houle is al ready on
fire, and our chimney begins to caft forth
flames ; and yet we make haft to caftin
rofin and oylé, What need haue we to
enkindleluft with thefe bookes ? itra-
geth already too much in mens bodyes,
'b$y that deadly bit their foretathertafted.
Verily it were better euen to be without
eyes,theirmake foil vle of them,

s. IIL

Iofepbus recounteth that Theopompus
for hauing fifted too curioufly into the
law of God, was forthe {pace of thirty
dayesdiftrated inmiod, and that Theo~
deftes the Poet,attempting to infert fome-
what out of holy fcriptureinto 2 certaing
tragedy of his, had his cyes ouershadow-
ed withakind of dimpefle. AhEpesiuvs,
if this holy curiofity {as I maycalit) be

not
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not pardonable, what wil becomc of that
which is impious and abhomiaable ?
Virginity and curiofity doc not confort,
normake their aboade in one manfion,
efpecially that which confifteth in lafci-
uious bookes. Nomnus the Poet tooke a
good courfe , when he tore inpieces a
booke of his intituled the pionyfisca, and
addrefled hisftile to piety. Eneas Siluiss
{ who was afterwards Pope Pixs the fe-
cad)published certaine things fomewhat
wantonly written in the heate of his
youth , which himfelf being of riper
yeares cenlured,and very muchlaboured
to fupprefe whatfoeuer of that kind, al
the dayes of his life after. Heerapon thefe
were hiswordes & carneftrequeft : Giue
more credit to an old man then a yong,
refpe& more a Bishop thena prinate per-
fon,reie& Eneas, accept Pius. loannes Picus
Miranduls burned certaine amorours
books ofhis owne compofing. I knew a
man who approching nere to the end of
his life,by this verfe following c5demned
al fuch like verfestending tolewity :

Lremali ver[us , animam qus perditis , sse.

Hence wicked foyle- deftroying verfes,
hence. In
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Inour Age Liurence Gamb.ara, Peter Bembus;
Francis Tetrark_, Torqutus Tdﬂ}(s s Peter
Renfard and many other bitterly bewaile
whatfoeuer they had before lafciaioafly
writcen. So that you can neuer pat thele
bookes into a fafer place then the fire.
But [ aske of thee,wholoeuer thou art
that readeft {uch like bookes , woul-
deft thou admnit into thy houle abaude
oranyother old croane that exercileth
that trade ? [ thinke thou wouldeft
anfwere me , let 2l fuch guelts be ex-
pelled oar of euery honeft houle. But
¢ my youth) obfcenebookesand pictures
are worle then any baude, for they
allure vs atal howers. An # man is fo-
metimes the authour of good counfel,
but out of an il and lafcinious booke
you shal neuer learne any honefty. This
is of the natare of a venemous beaft:
you may deftroy it , but you can not
c¢hange- it-; ‘alwaies it is the fame and
likeitfelf, a peftilent corrupter of minds,
an ouerthroiver of their-candour , mo-
defty , fan&ity and al cheir verctue ; a
zeacher of lewdnefle immodefty , lalci-
uioufneflz, and al ocher vices, Dishoneit
B bookes
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bookes are more virulent, and infinit-
iy more hurtful indeed , thenany Circes,
Sivens , Hidraesor harpyes are fained to be.
\Whererore with very good canfe the
Lateran and Tridentine Councels by afe-
ucre law forbid them either to be read
or touched by Chriftians. For if that
moit holy man §. Hivome athrmeth he
was ifcourged before the tribunal of
Chrik , becaufe he was a Cicerouian ,
what doe you thinke wil become of
your Carullians , Propertsans , Amadifians.
Loesimvs. ) am perfuaded by you
{ PARTH:N1Vs)and without delay
eicher this day or to morrow I wil fur-
ucy my licele library, and if I find any
baokes orthis kiad, I wil casheere them.
But.what is your opinion of thofe
pidures which together with their
garments haue firipped themfelucs ofal
ponclty

THE
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to incontinency , Dishonefl PiClures.

Cuar. VL

% ArtueNivs. Whatfoeuer I faid
of oblcene bookes, the fame of
fuch like pictures I conitantly

afhrme. They transferrethrough theeyes
plaguc and yenom to the hart : when
temptation is wantinga piGture fupplies
it’s place. In times palt many idols were
expofed to be adored, which honzit eyes
would euen haue difdained «o locke on.
The divine wiledome cryeth out : The
beginning of fernicarion is the fecking ont of 1idols,
and the finding of them ss the corvuption of life.
Thofe mad menimagined that dishonefty
which their painted Gods and Godefles
reprefented vnto them was modefty, and
swhat was lawful to their Gods, was not
forbidden to them. Frd thele fountaines
{pring fuch ftreames. We eafily defcend
from dishoneft piGures to dishoneft

aes. EpesiMmvs. Butyetyou wil not
condemne
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condemne al fuch piGtures to be firaighe
throwneinto the fire. We muft fometimes
shew ourfelues fauourableto fcience and
art. Painters & graucrs oftentimes repre-
fent a naked man that the shape of his
body-(a fabrike much tobe admired) may
the more livelyappeare. PAR T H e N xvs.
VWhat ? doe you patronife thefe 2 as 1f
art muft necdes perish if honefty doe
not. They were reputed the moft famous
painters who hauc been moft chaft. Such
wercTutian & 1 intovet, venetians, Chriflapher
fchawrz of Mamchen : moft skilful artiaans,
cuentothis day , admire their workes:
they neuer painted any wanton picture.
That worke of Tintoret in the Court of
Venice,where Chrift is crucified by the
Romanfouldiers, to this very day doth
filently preach. But Chriflopher Schwarz (as
he himlelf confeflech ) did fo imploy al
whatioeuer art , fenfe , fpirit, affe&tion or
comelinefle he could deuife vpon one
only picture of the Blefled Virgin Mary
fitting and cherishing her little Sonne
vpon her knees that arlaft he gaue him-
felf ful fatisfa@ion. Which at this day is
10 be feene at Munches in the Schollcrsl
¢ ha
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hal of the Society of 1 5svs. Aod
( which is moft té be admired ) there
hath been none euer able to imitate his
arc. Many excellent painters haue at-
tempted to draw thelike, but with vn-
like fuccefle. This peece doubtlefle pro-
ued farre more fingular for that the
workman imployed al his wit and arz
not to paint the Goddeffe of loue , but
the Mother of God. 1hofe shamelefle

ainters are¢ but the diuels hunt{men;
they infnare mens eyes vnawarcs with
fuch like piftures as with pets. It is an
incredible thing how much milchiefe is
done by thele lafcinious shapes. Ncot-
withftanding enery where shal you nnd
this kind of eye-fore : in ¢hambers,
parlers , dyning rcomes, gardens , foun-
taincs,porchcs,lobbeycs , bed-chambers,
publike paffages , yez allo in cups and
goblets : they infe& learned bookes:
euen thofe of armes and pedegrees are
not free or exempted. And how many
eycs and harts ( thinke you j haue miie-
sably fuffcred shipwrack againft thefe
rockes?
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§ L

Caligulsat Rome,in a publike banquet
canfed a (eruant, for taking fromabed a
little Giluer plate, to be ftraight delivered
oucr tothe hangman , his hands to be cut
off, and hung about his neck before his
breaft , with a certaine {crole of paper
carryed defore him, which declared the
caule of his punishment,and thusto paffe
through the company of them that were
atthe banquet. Sulpitrus Galba cut of the Sueron:
hand of a cerraine banker, detected toincalig.
haue plaid falfe in the delivery and ex- :Z"("
change of monceys, and faftned it to the édz"."
table of the general receipt. Painters
deicruc like punishment , who are fo
shamelefle , that they make other mens
cyes as viterly void of shame as their
ownc. Thereare many who read not wan-
tonbookes becaufe they haue them not:
but very many behold la(ciuious pi&ures
though not of their owne ; and asfilly
bicdes, caught with lime-twigges , the
more they flutter their wings amongft
them,the fafterthey ftick vnrethem: So
) mens
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mens eycs , the more they are taken
with this dinelish bird-lime , the more
daily they behold them. Euen the ido-
faters themlelues (if there were any wife
or honeft amongthem ) did not allow of
fuch piQures , but they al much detefted
thefe impure allurements of their eyes.
ariflotlein hisPoliticks faith thus: and jeemng
we forbidmen to viter any dishoneft word , it is
maft apparant we alfo probibir them the view
of al pictures and attions that ave dishonefi. Le:
this therefore be the care of Magiftrates that
pitture or flatua be made toreprefent [uch lufci-
uious thmgs. But (0 my good Ariflorle )
thou art long {ince reietted , & thy moral
Philofophy banished , we hauc entertai-
ned other cuftomes. lf at this very day
( o my Philofopher ) thou wert permitted
tofuruey the houfes of Chriftians , and
behold the painted tables in them , thou
wouldeft conclude that diuers of them
had laid afide al modefty. Verily Heree
ticksare now grow ne fo impudent , that
they haue caft forth of thetr chambers
and galleries the piGure of Chrift cruci-
fyed, and hang vpon the wals of their
dining-parlourstheir Faxnzs and yamtcd
Cupids.
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Caupids , their Venufes and  Lady- Forzunes,
that they may dmc and fuppe with theie
fenfualities. But in the Churches them-
felues are the piGures of Chrift or his
Saints in more fafety?no; M. Caluins mild
Spirit hath caft them likewife out from
thence. Seldomeshal you fee any lafci-
uious piturespulled downe; theyneed
not feare their expulfion out ot this or
that place,fecing they haue larger roomes
elfwhere to entertaine them. But¢ the
confli& of that moft chaft Catharine,the
triumphes of that fincere Vrfuls , the
vifory of that moft modeft Agnes, the
depainted torments of fomany “‘thoufand
couragious Martyrs arc vtterly cotemned
& caft our of doores. Contrarywile thofe
Goddefles that profefled al minet of im-
pudécy,areraked out'of hel. &their picta-
resexpofed to open'view , thatthere may
be giuen occafion of finne to al that are
willingtoperifh, ft ismoft abhominable
to be {poken, thatfuch hellith monfters
are efteemed by Chriftians, & the piGures
ef our Sauiour , of the Blefled Morher of
God,and orher Saints,as i they (auoured

of fome kind of idolatry , banished
D from
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from euery corner of menshoufes. Moft
abfurd it is that the piture of the moft
BlefledVirgin Mary tnay not be tolerated
in any part of their houfes , and yet the
image of that filthy harlot Venus haue the
honour to be hung vpin an eminen:
place.

§. Il

There wasone of the Sodality of ouz
Blefled Lady at Ingoiftade, whohad =
fingular guifc in abohshmg *hxs mxfcn'ef
He found difperfed thl’OUl’h the citty by
fome kind ofbrokers, certainewanton
pitures, impudent in themfzlues, and
dagerous to each modeft eye thatbeheld
them. Whereuron determining to de-
ftroy them, he bought and burnt ‘themal,
left their fight might burne others ; pro-
telting he neaer loft with leffe dctnmcnt,
or bought any thing with more gaine. O
excellent a& and [utable to the lawes of
modefty ! Letthat man teare and burne
thele piGuares , that wil not haue his
mind torne, inflamed and burnt with ve-
nery. Bclxcue me {uch piCtures are often

farre
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farre worfe then impure difcourfes.
A word once fpokenis gone;mens words
arebutwind , and vanish away : it isa
mans writing the remaineth excant , dis-
honefly painted continueth, & from one
mans eye infinuateth icfelf into another,
& another.Wanton pi&ures are the altars
ofthe diuel , vpon which our eyes, our
thoughts . and hart offer facrifice tothis
Prince of darknefle. There is fcarce any
one that can concezue tic hurt procured
by thefe pi&tures, both to their authour &
{pe@atours. A famous printer of late de~
liuered me a Catalogue of fuch painters
and engrauers as hauing artificially , yet
immedeftly painted or engraued,became
diftra&ed,outof their wits,or taken away
by vntimely death, & fo ended shame-
fully their liues. Thus no man ( you fee )
without punishmét maketh or beholdeth
thefe prouocations to luft. Farre-of the-
refore be from vs thofe infamous labours
of Ariftides or Paufamess as allo thofe of
Nicophanes , called by Antiquity the
whoorish painters , who difcouered their
corrupt affeGtions in their piGtures. Fye
vpon this Art that {elleth itfelfto mens

D. evey
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eyes to robbe them of their honefty!
Epestumvs The painters ( my
Par THENIYVS)are nothing be-
holding to you for pleading tkeir caufe.
ParTHENIVS. Yeabut theyare
much obliged : thofe I meane who'e
colours ferue to exprefle their arv and
not teach men to be lafcinious. E p e~
simvs. I was of your opinion before
you began -this difcourfe of immodeft
pictures. 1 rhinke there is not any one
fo vtterly void of shame but wil be
conftrained to confefle that fuch pic-
tures as thefe ,are very great enticers to
luft. And as for my felf , belicue me,
if [ find any thing immodeltly painted,
either inmy ftudy amongft my bookes
or other houshold-ftuffe,inftantly it goes
tothefire. PA R T e N 1vs. Sowe
ought to doe : itis better a pi&ure or
a paper burne then our foule. Epesinvs.
But Iet vs goe forward to difcourfe of
wandring eyes.

THE
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RIALAVNANT QRN RTRT

THE FIFTH ALLVREMENT
1o Incontmency, wandring eyes.

Cuar. VIL

o) ArRTHENIVS. Amongft the
blandifhments of luft , I haue
put wandring eyes. I wil repeat

my verte : Otiz, menfa, lsbri, vaga lumina.
T his mifchief of 'uft creepes not through
one onely doore into amans mind; often
it afcen icth by thofe open gates of his
cares, but oftner and more penicioufly
bythe double calements of his eyes. We
want no teftimony for this ; by our owne
harmss we are too wel experienced
heerin. Vnwary eyes precipitated that
holy prophet 0.1s:d into two molt enor-
mious crimes. He {faw and was {et on
fire ; onely by beholding 2 woman in
a bath , he became both an adulterer
and an homicide. Therefore Iob being
wary and feareful of this precipice faith:
D ; I

*.Reg.

i1,
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Iob.3r. | hauemade acouenant With mine eyes , that 1
L Ywouldnot fo much as thmke of 4 Vorgm. For
what part sbould God from aboue bane mme,
and what mbevitance the Qumipotent from on
Fizh 2 He did very wel in making a
couenant with his eyes. Whofoeuer
meaneth to maintaine his chaitity muft
bargainewith them. Valefle our eyesbe
bound vnder a certaine law or ceuenant,
we can neuer haae {o firme a purpole of
chai'tity , butit may by deceipt or allure-
ments,or at leaft through ncgligcncc and
leuity be quite ouerthrowne. It js the
Tom, 2. {aying of S. Epbrem : A bicken conduit lofeth
Z‘F ‘,ie s Waters 5 and Wandring eyes deflroy a chaf?

Wi,

mind. Heerupon Chrift to fupprefle the
Mauh, Wantonnefle of our eyes mide this feuere
5.38, 1aW: Wio shal fee 4 Woman to cauet ber bath
already commutted adulterywith ber 1 bis bart.
Inlob. ByMoyfes ( faiths. G;fvar_y} the af? only of
3% luxury , but by the antbour of purity Chrift,
euen our difoydmate thoughts ave candemned,
Heerupon wege fo many admonitions, fo
many precepts ginentoour eyes; looke not
vpon a Woman ;and,bebold nor 4 virsin, &rc.
tyrne away shy face from a trimmed Woman
¢ Heer henge wasthat nolefle prudl:m:
then
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then {euere punishment which Seleucus
fawgiuer of the Lacrenfe: infli&ed , that an
adulterer should haue his eyes pulled out,
becaule they are cither the leaders or per-
fwaders to adultery. Lucian {aid the eye
was the firft entrance to loue ; and accor-
dingto Plate ,the eye isthe beginning ;to
Philoflratus ,the {eate of loue.

Si nefcss oculi funt in amore duces. Pro
Know thatthine eyes, loues pandersare. pere. L2

Nazianzen {aith , that shameleffe and Elcg_.;_'

curious eyes being nimble and busy i iflruments
areflil gazing on vnlawful obiects. Heerupon Lib.de
was chatelegant {aying of S. Bafil:Wub 7772 .
osur eyes , 15 With incorporel hands , we touch mf_ =

What{oeser we are led vnto by our wil. PlinJ,
2. ¢C.
§. I 105,

Pliny afhrmeth that Napthe (a certaine
fulphureous kind of bitumé)hath (o great
athoity with fire,that happening to come
nere it , fuddainely the fire leapesinto
it: the fame may we fay of thofe burning
torchesof oureyes , and the fire of con-
cupilcence. We muaft therefore by al pof-
fible meanes reftraine our eyes from

a D 4 beholding
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beholding womens beauty ; for there js4
greataffinity betweene thele fires of our
cyes,and their faces which they greedily
dclightto gaze on.Besury(faith Tertallian)
of its ownenature alluves to luxury. Evesimvs,
Buta handfome man or amodeft woman
shal nenerhurtme : PaARTHENIVS,
O my Epesimys , there are many
good and very good things; but not fo
fortheé nor me; nor for thisman or thag,
Sufanns wasgood and holy , but not to
the cyes'ofthofe E lders that behield her.
Iverily thinke Berfsbee was good and
honett , but not fo tothe eyes of Dand.
Vertuous and good was that Hebrew
Iofeph , and yet he {et on firethe eyes of
his Miftreile. The tree of Paradile was
good, and yet there did our mother Eue
lofe her eyefight. 1t were the part of 2
madde man ¢o {uffer his eyesto be-put out,
though it were with agolden dagger. The
beauty ofa virgin to a cgrious beholder is
a golden dagger : but no lefle is his loffe
that lofeth hts eyes thereby , then if he
Joft them otherwife. This only {enfe of
fecing is a great flep to concupilcence.

Foras Clemens Alexandrmus wilely admo-
nisheth
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misheth vs , whilfl our eyes play the Wantons, ¢lem fj;
our appetites are [et on fire. Thertfore the ;,Pe-
eye is the firft fiery dart of fornication, de3. c.
and the fight of a woman burneth vs, '
To many we muft fing this , not fo Virg.s:
elegant as true: Beware of thy felf and Georg,
thine eyes ; be watchful ouer thy
thoughts ,a woman touch’d is bird-
lime ,beheld, a Bafiliske. Epesimvs.

But in very truth it is 2 hard matter
for the eyes , thofe fparkling orbes of
our head , o obferue alwayes fuch
feuere lawes. Nature hath placed them
there as [entinels in the top of a li-
uing tower , that vpon the approch
of danger they might forewarne the
other members , and prcuent their
peril. Therefore of neceflity our eyes
ought tobe open, becaufe they are the
guardians of our body. Pa RTHE-
x 1 vs. I grant they are ; but often-
times may one with luuensl demand
concerning thefe keepers : Who shal Tunen:
keepe the Keepers themfelues. Therefore sq; ¢
let our eyes performe their office ;verf:
let them keepe our body , but fo,34s.
that
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that they betray not our fouales , which
they shal better prelerue, if they be shac
or modeftly looke downward , then
gazing and wide open. Would they be
turned vpward ? let them behold the
heaués. Would they be caft downeward:
letthem looke vpon the earth, Ep s s 1-
M v s. Inmy opinion, it is not {o feemly
for aman to conuerfe with men withhis
countenance alwayes deie&ed , as if he
were guilty of theft, PaAr tmex1vs,
Yea certainly itismoft (eemly , and there
is no garbe of modefty morc decent, tuen
to caft downe a mans cyes and fix them
vpon the earth. And krow you what
kind of document concerning this , a
certaine woman gaue to that moit holy
man S.Ephrem: E pestmws, Ldelireto
know, declare itvato me,

Sogom, § IL

Ls. biff.

Ecchc. P ARTHENIVS. S. Ephrem going

1654 towards Edeff« in tac way made

}:Z':’r his prayer to Almighty God in this

Mesa. Manner: Omy Lord fo dire@ this iour-

phrefie. ney of mine , that at my firft entrance
into
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into this citty , 1 may light vpon fome
good man that may religioufly difcourfe
with me of fuch things as arc for the per-
fe€tion and beautifying of my foule. And
when making haft he drew nere to the
gate, he began to debate with himfelf
what queltions he should propound vato
that man; what firft and what laft he
should aske him,Whilit he went reuol-
uing thefe cogitations, behold acertaine
light woman met him at the very gate.
S. Ephrem fixing his eyesvpon her, {tood
asitwere in an extaly. Queftionlefle this
hely manwasmuch troubled at the mee-
ting of this woman, and grieued that
Alinighty God had not {econded his de-
fires : So that he caft penfiue and difcon-
tented eyes vpon her face. And shebegan
no leffe ftedfaftly to eye him ftanding in
that manner. When they had for a good
fpacethus ilently beheld one another , at
laft . Epbrem feeking to ftrike her with
fome terrour and shame; doeft thou not
blush (faid he ) thouimpudent creature,
toftare thus in 2 mans face Alas good
man ( faid she ) Iam not ashamed ; I
fuppole it is lawful for me to behold thee

in
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in this fore , for I was taken from thee
and out of thy fide. But it moft be-
fitteth thee not to looke vpon women,
but vpon the carth thy mother , from
which thouwert framed and into which
thou art finally to returne. S. Ephrem
liftning to her vnexpedted anfwer faid
{ecretly to. him(elf : Epbrem be content
with this , for now thy wishes are
fatisfyed. Thou defiredft of God 2
Mafter to inftrud thee in thy courfe
of life , and thou halt met with one;
thou oweft this woman both thankes
and a Mafters flipend. It is the fame
God that fpeaketh by the mouth of
man or woéman, Thou haft enough for
this day ;thou haft as a2 much as thou
canft learne and pra&ile in the fpace of
many yeares : fet a guard vpon thine
eyes , shut them againft women , open
them to-the earth. ,. and behold thy
graue. Let v8 inthis manner (my E o 5-
sz M v s )clenate qur eyes to heauen,
or fix them-on the earth , fo shal they
be taught 'both to fly-and creep: to fly
towards God ,-and creep towards our
graue. A quict modeft eyc isagreat trea-
fuxe Et
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Et cafligate colletia modeflia frontis.
And'modeft recolletid of a cleered brow
Eprsi M vs. Permit metointerrupe
you withaword or two. Inthe fabrick of
mins body why doe the eyes laft of al
reccauc life ? for (o they fay : and why are
they firft of al when the houre of death
approcheth, depriued thercof.PARTHE-
w1 vs. Nature hath wel ordained it{o,that
feeing they are the occafion of great dan-
ger,they may haue the leffe time to worke
our mifchief. AndGod through his pro-
uidence bath made our eyes the inftru-
ments of weeping, that from the fourfe of
vices teares might diftil to wash away and
cleanfe our enormities. For not only
exorbitant luft , bat alfo al forts of vices
through the eyes haue free paffage to the
foule , as Fabius-doth rightly afhrme : by Quimi;
thé they prefent her with adultery, shew g, 1o
her inceft, fet before her the houfe they
would haue her vnlawfully to couet. The
enticers to vice & ringleaders to wicked-
nefle are the eyes; fo that blindnefle is the
copanion of innocency,whereby the way
%0 many vnlawful defires is cut off. That
temperate Sampfon,a man borne through
- Gods





