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Foreword

The following life of St. Camillus de Lellis, founder
of the order of the Clerks Regular, Servants of the Sick,
is the first English translation of the Italian original,
whose author, Father Sanzio Ciccatelli, was for long
years the inseparable companion of St. Camillus. Very
early he began to keep a careful record of the most re-
markable things he witnessed in the daily life of the
founder of the order. His only purpose in doing this was
to tell truthfully and as simply as possible what hap-
pened, for the spiritual instruction and edification of the
other members of the order.

The first edition of the Life was published in 1615.
Later on, Father Pantaleone Dolera using the acts of the
Beatification and Canonization, approved by Benedict
XIV, published a new edition enriched by many details
taken from the official processes.:

In 1851 the famous Father Frederlck W. Faber of
the Oratory of St. Philip Neri translated this Life into
English, and this translation is now for the first time pro-
posed to the American reader.

M MfJELLER, 0.5.Cam.
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CHAPTER ONE

The Family, Birth, Country, and Parentage of
Camillus

The family of Lellis was, according to the authors of
great credit, from the time of the ancient Roman republic
one of the most conspicuous of those which Totila drove
away from Rome into the kingdom of Naples. From
the register of that kingdom it appears to have been cer-
tainly one of the most illustrious families in the province
of Abruzzo, not only for its antiquity (honorable men-
tion of it being made as early as the time of the Emperor
Frederic I1), but also for its extent (branches of it exist-
ing, not only in Chieti, the Capital town, but also in
Teramo, a most ancient city of the same province, and in
Naples itself), as well as for the various celebrated per-
sons whom it produced: such as, Onofrio, Baron of St.
Giovanni, a great poet; Donato, Gasparo, Lelio, some of
the first advocates in the royal tribunals; Carlo, known
to the learned by his many publications, which show him
to have been a man of varied and vast erudition; and, to
omit many others, Simeone, who signalized himself in
the councils of Constance and of Pisa; Theodoro, who
was consistorial advocate, and legate of the Apostolic
See; and Gasparo, auditor of the Roman Rota.

Then, as soldiers, the same family can with pride
enumerate Lelio de Lellis, whose ancestors accommodated
King Charles I of Anjou with the loan of vast sums of
money, by means of which he won the kingdom of Naples
from the armies of Manfredi; and Corradino, who was
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sent by King Ladislaus as ambassador to Rome. His son
Giovanni, in recompense for his fidelity and courage, was
invested by King Charles II with the fiefs of Lascullo,
Rubbiano, Pesciotto, and Scarlano, all in the province of
Abruzzo. Giacomo de Lellis, who, by his bravery, of
which he gave proof in many expeditions, came to be an
intimate friend of King'Ferdinand; and Onofrio, his son,
who, like his father, held many honorable posts, and la-
bored with the greatest intrepidity to drive out the French
from the kingdom of Naples, and bring it again under the
dominion of the Catholic king. This Onofrio was the
father of Giovanni, whose son was Camillus of Lellis, the
first Father and founder of the order of the Clerks
Regular, Servants of the Sick, whose Life I am now
writing. Giovanni then, treading in the footsteps of his
ancestors, followed the profession of a soldier, and in
the rank of captain, under the Emperor Charles V, was
engaged in almost all the enterprises which were under-
taken in Italy in his time. In the year 1527, the
first year of his soldier’s life, he served, in company
with Fabrizio Marramaldo, in the imperial army, un-
der the command of the Duke of Bourbon, at the
unhappy sack of Rome, and imprisonment of Clement
VII, the then Pope. Then continuing the career he had
commenced, he bravely assisted Carlo Scorpione to defend
and deliver the city of Naples, which was assaulted by the
French, under the command of M. de Lautrec. Two
years afterwards he went with Marramaldo to invest and
subdue Florence. Then he went with D. Pieto d’ Aerba
to fight in Piedmont, where the cities of Chieri, Cherasco,
and Alba were taken; Pinarolo was besieged, and a battle
was fought at Ceresola. Besides this, when the armament
of the Turks had devastated Vieste in Capitanata, the
government of the city was entrusted to him by Vin-
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cenzo di Capua, Duke of Termoli, with the rank of cap-
tain, and command of five hundred soldiers. Lastly, in
the misunderstandings which arose between Pope Paul [V
and Philip II, king of Spain, he was employed as captain
of infantry, with Ferrante di Loffredo, in the defence of
Civitella del Tronto; in the taking of Ostia, and in every
other event in that war. Who will not, therefore, ad-
mire the wonderful designs of the Lord God, whose wis-
dom and goodness, which can raise up even from the
hard stones the elect children of Abraham, was pleased to
bestow on a worldly soldier the gift of a son who was so
dear to Him that He chose him to found a new order in
that very Rome, for the ruin of which Giovanni had
fought; so that the losses occasioned to it by the fathetr
were repaired with interest by the son!

Giovanni married, in Milan, Camilla Compellio of
Laureto, in Abruzzo, a noble young lady, related to the
principal families there. The match was made by the
intervention of a brother of the lady, then majordomo of
the Marquis of Vasto. Thence he went to Bocchianico,
likewise in Abruzzo, his native place, and brought home
with him his wife. God blessed his marriage with two
sons, Giuseppe, who died a child, and Camillus, who,
from being born many years afterwards, when his
mother was nearly sixty years old, with gray hair and
wrinkled face, procured for her from her wondering
neighbors the glorious surname of St. Elizabeth. And
well might they call her so, not only for her ad-
vanced age, but for the various circumstances that attended
the birth of the child. It happened on the 25th of May,
in the holy year 1550, on the day dedicated to St. Urban,
Pope and Martyr, titular saint of the principal church,
and protector of the palace. For that reason all the people
were keeping holiday; there were processions with ban-
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ners, and triumphal chariots, and other signs ot extraor-
dinary joy; so that it seemed to be God’s intention to
foreshow the joy that Camillus would bring to his country
and his people, in the same way as He had done at the
birth of the Baptist.

We must also relate that the mother, who had gone
that day to hear Mass, and to recommend herself to God
by the intercession of the saint, with her usual fer-
vent prayers, felt on a sudden the child move within
her, like another Baptist, at the presence of her I.ord
in the Blessed Sacrament. This brought on the pains
of labor, and compelled her to return to her house. There
another thing no less remarkable took place, which was
that, though her pains had reached a point beyond en-
durance, she could find no relief, nor could she give birth
to the child on the place prepared for her; but almost
beside herself, she rushed impetuously to the stable, and
throwing herself down on the hay, she there immediately
brought forth with the greatest ease: so that we may say,
that Camillus would not consent to be born in a palace,
or on a bed more luxurious than that in which his Lord
willed to be born. Two days afterwards he was baptized
in the church of St. Michele, by Francesco Corrado the
archpriest, and was held at the sacred font by Gentile,
Baron of Torricella, and Simona d’ Ugni, his wife.

Not to omit anything relating to the birth of Camillus,
so distinguished by Providence, we must here relate that
his mother, a few days before he saw the light, dreamed
that she had given birth to a son with a cross on his breast.
who was followed by several children all decorated in the
same way. Now, as human weakness is more ready to
fear evil than to hope for good, it is easy to imagine how -
agitated the good lady was at this dream. Those crosses
seemed to her the dreary omens of some great disaster to
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her house and family; and she feared that the burden she
carried was to become no less than a captain of banditti,
against whom men should have to arm themselves to in-
flict a just punishment on his crimes.

In the progress of this history it will be discovered ia
what a different way that dream was verified; and how
her fear would have given place to consolation could she
have lived to see her son with many religious followers of
his holy example, and full of his fervent zeal, all armed
with the venerable sign of the cross, robbing the devil of
multitudes of souls, and this chiefly at the time of their
agony, when he always uses all his strength to assault
them with greater fury.

CHAPTER Two

Early Years of Camillus — A Wound Comes in His Right
Leg — He Makes a Vow to Become a Franciscan

Early in his boyhood, according to the custom of
gentlemen, Camillus was sent to school, but he was soon
carried away by the inclination which he had inherited
with his blood, and by his warlike disposition; and he
had scarcely learned to read and write, before he gave
himself up to gambling with cards and dice, and all those
amusements which the young men of the world follow
with such avidity; and as he was an elegant reciter of
pastoral colloquies, he took much pleasure in this vain
exercise.

At the age of nineteen (in the third or fourth year
of the pontificate of St. Pius V) he, with his two
cousins and his father, resolved to follow the example of

THF, LIFE OF ST. CAMILLUS OF LELLIS 2
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his ancestors, and to employ themselves in arms. With
this intention they traveled together towards Ancona, to
embark there and sail to offer their services to the nobles
of Venice against the Turks.

The intentions of Providence were, however, quite
different, for Camillus and his father became seriously
ill in that city; and judging that the new illness had not
left them strength sufficient to bear the inconveniences
inseparable from war, they resolved to return to Abruzzo.
But they had scarcely arrived at St. Lupidio, a castle a
little way from the most holy house of Loreto, when the
illness of the father increased, so that he was obliged to
take refuge in the house of a captain, a friend of theirs,
where in a few days he died, fortified by the sacraments.
and repentant for his sins, and was buried in the church
of St. Francesco.

No words can express the grief of Camillus at this
unexpected death, and to add to his affliction, he had lost
his mother six years previously, who had gone to her
rest with every sign of eternal salvation.

His grief was embittered by a fresh misfortune, which
he considered the worst of all. A slight scratch which
he had received on his right leg, just above his ankle,
brought on a festering wound. 1 purposely mention
this wound, because it was the principal means which
Providence used to heal his soul, by giving him an
acquaintance with the hospital, from which, we may say.
that our congregation arose, as we shall show 1in the proper
place.

In this condition then, after mourning over and per-
forming the last duties to his father, he continued his
journey towards home, in spite of the ravages of a slow
fever, of which he felt a fresh attack every day. He
was on this account obliged to rest for awhile at Fermo.
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where God in His goodness caused him to see acciden-
tally two reformed Franciscan Fathers, who were walk-
ing through the city with downcast eyes and a most
devout mien. Moved by this good example, he felt
sorrow for his dissolute life, and proposed to amend it;
and he went so far as to make a vow to consecrate him-
self to God in that severe and holy order.

He was so enthusiastic in this desire, that, without any
delay, he went to Aquila, to the convent of St. Bernardino,
where Fra Paola Lauretano, his uncle, was guardian, a
person famous for the goodness of his life, and for his
extensive knoweldge; qualities that had raised him to the
rank of commissary-general of the order in all the Spanish
dominions. To him then Camillus told his wish, and
humbly besought him to receive him among his religious.
and at last declared to him his vow. But his prudent
uncle, seeing him so weak in health, and being able to
argue most shrewdly from the tenor of his life that his
vocation was not real, refused to clothe him; and Camillus,
cooled by this repulse, thought no more at that time about
fulfilling his design.

CHAPTER THREE

Camillus Goes to Rome — He Serves in the Hospital of
St. Giacomo — He Becomes a Soldier, and
Goes through Many Dangers

Camillus stayed some time at Aquila, and then the
shame of a soldier going about with a bandaged leg drove
him to Rome, where he expected that he should be well
taken care of, and his wound soon cured. He had scarcely
arrived in the holy city, when hearing that there were
skilful surgeons at the hospital of St. Giacomo, he placed
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himself there as servant, and remained there many
months.

He was not yet perfectly cured, when he was dis-
missed by Angelo Napolitano, the superintendent of
the hospital, because of his violent temper, his always
picking quarrels with the other servants, and his un-
bridled passion for gambling, making him abandon the
sick, and care nothing for their sufferings. He had ad-
monished him more than once, but not seeing any im-
provement in him, and at last finding a pack of cards
under his pillow, he could not put up with him any lon-
ger. Being thus dismissed before his wound was wholly
cured, in the year 1569, he went to serve the Venetian
republic, against which Selim, the Grand Vizier of the
Turks, had declared war, with the idea of conquering
Cyprus. He held various offices, both naval and mili-
tary, under this government, and went through many
dangers, both on sea and on land. In 1571 in Corfu he
was near dying of a very violent fever and dysentery,
and he was cured, as he often affirmed, by the power of
the sacraments; for, after confessing and communicating
he immediately regained his health, in a way that he
believed miraculous. Miraculous indeed may it be con-
sidered, if we bear in mind the violence of the fever and
his forlorn circumstances, for he was obliged to lie in the
open air in a cradle of straw, so narrow that it would
bardly hold him. For this reason he was not present in
the fleet of the Holy League, when, on the 7th of October,
under the command of Don John of Austria, the Christian
arms obtained that famous victory of Lepanto at the
islands of Curzolari. He was present, nevertheless, the
next year in the second expedition; but no engagement
took place, and the league was broken up. Still he con-
tinued to serve under the command of Giacomo Soranzo,
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who sailed with thirty galleys to take the fortress of
Varbegno in Dalmatia, that had been built by the Turks
to blockade the city of Cattaro.

During this voyage Camillus went through a fresh
danger, for while the fleet was passing at night near
Castel Nuova, a most strongly fortified place of the
Turks, many shots of a culverin were fired against them,
some of which were near hitting the galley in which he
was. The fortress was then stormed by Soranzo from the
sea, and by Prospero Colonna and Paolo Orsini from
land, and was at last carried and taken, not without great
loss to the faithful.

In that siege Camillus observed that many of the
Italian soldiers, partly through rage and partly through
hunger, cut out the livers from the bodies of the Turks
whom they had slain, which they fried and devoured as
great delicacies; but he, abhorring such cruelty, never con-
sented even to taste them. content to feed on raw herbs
and horse-flesh.

Another danger happened to him at Zara, where, be-
cause of a gambling quarrel, he challenged a soldier named
Vangelista of Rocca di Papa; but as it pleased God, at the
very beginning of the affray, the sergeant-major com-
manded them to proceed no farther.

The war between the Venetians and Turks was
scarcely over, before Camillus, impatient of repose, sought
for fresh wars in the pay of Spain. and everywhere found
new dangers. Sailing in the Neapolitan galleys, when
they were in the midst of the Gulf of Capri, the galley in
which he was caught the wind on its beam ends and was
near being upset, and unless the mast had been cut down
and thrown overboard with the ssil and vard-arin, the
wreck would have been complete.
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In 1574 he enlisted in the company of a certain Fabio,
famous for its gamblings, which was his great inducement
to join it. Their first expedition was to defend Tunis;
then they went to Goletta, which was threatened by
Sinam Bassa; and well was it for him and the rest that
their assistance was refused by the officials in charge of it,
through obstinacy and bravado; else, when the Turks
after a few days made themselves masters of Goletta and
of Tunis, Camillus would have perished in the general
massacre.

During his last voyage from Palermo to Naples, such
a dreadful storm arose that the vessels were obliged to run
for three whole days and nights as the wind drove them,
so that all the passengers gave themselves up as lost, and
Camillus, no less frightened than his companions, renewed
his vow of taking the habit of St. Francis. This was on
the 28th of October, the day consecrated to the memory
of the glorious Apostles Simon and Jude. From what
has been said, one can easily see that the Lord God, in
preserving Camillus with such peculiar care in his many
and great dangers, destined him to perform great things
for His glory and for the salvation of souls.

CHAPTER FOuURr

Camillus Having Lost Everything by Gambling, 1s
Reduced to Beg, and to Labor at a Building
Belonging to the Capuchin Fathers

The galleys escaped this dreadful storm and arrived
at Naples, but in such a condition that they could not be
used any more; their crews were therefore discharged, and
Camillus was free from military service. But he was
brought so low by the privation of war, and so im-
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poverished by his gaming losses at Palermo, that he had
hardly clothes to his back. And yet, more obstinate than
ever in his unconquerable passion, instead of amending,
he staked everything he had left, his sword, his gun, his
powder flask, and a cloak, forgetting that once before he
had in the same city of Naples lost even his shirt, which
he had been forced publicly to strip himself of in the street
of St. Bartholomew, to his great shame.

Finding himself a poor man and a beggar, he deter-
mined to seek his fortune in traveling, and in company
with Tiberio Sanese, a soldier like himself, he set out on
the road to Puglia on his way to Manfredonia, not with-
out some thoughts of passing into Slavonia, in the Vene-
tian dominions, or of going into Africa, if another war
should break out there. He did not remain at either of these
places, for, when he got to Manfredonia, he was com-
pelled by necessity to beg, hat in hand, before the door of
the great church, in the usual way of soldiers reduced to
misery. This took place precisely on the day of St.
Andrew the Apostle, in the year 1574.

While he was standing in this abject way, his face
burning with unspeakable shame, the Signor Antonio di
Nicastro, a man of noble birth, and still more noble by
his charity to the Capuchin Fathers, whom he served as
procurator-general for their new buildings, happened to
pass that way, and told him that if he would labor at
these buildings, he should not be left without due support.
Camillus answered that the consent of a companion of his
was necessary: the Signor Antonio told him to go at once
and speak to him, and showed him his house at a little
distance from the new buildings, where he would wait to
hear of his resolution.

Camillus spoke to his companion, and finding
him utterly averse to the idea, without speaking a word
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to his kind benefactor, he left Manfredonia, and set
off towards Barletta. As he went out of the city,
his vow of becoming a religious returned into his mind
with a strong internal impulse of grace, and he said within
himself: “Who knows whether God did not put before
me this building of the Capuchins, in order that I might
fulfil my promise?’’ Still, not wishing to desert his friend,
he continued his journey, and walked twelve miles that
day.

They asked as they met some carriers of the place,
whether there was any employment to be had in Barletta,
and receiving in answer a most decisive negative, Camillus
was much disturbed, and under the influence of God's
grace resolved to return to Manfredonia, and to work at
the building which he had before refused. He talked to
his companion about it, but he would not join him on
any condition; so, overcoming all human respect, and
all attachment to his friend, he at length took leave of
him. On his return he felt so strongly the impulse of
grace that Camillus himself declared that he ran over
those twelve miles with the speed of a greyhound, so that
he arrived in Manfredonia some houts before day.

He immediately sought for Signor Antonio, who took
him to F. Francesco Modica, guardian of the Capuchins.
The overseer of the works put under his care two asses,
to carry to the buildings the requisite stone, water, and
lime. Thus, like the prodigal son, God began to lead him
to the true knowledge of Himself by giving him the charge
of brute beasts.

I cannot find words to express how much Camillus
had to endure in this low and humiliating employment
and more than once he was tempted to abandon it. He
would have really abandoned it on St. Lucy’s day, whzn
his dreams of resting and keeping holiday were disap-
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pointed by his being called very early to his accustomed
task, had not those good Fathers, who suspected that he
might be led astray, stopped him by their entreaties and
exhortations.

Still the enemy of man’s salvation ceased not to use
every means to drive him from the convent. He assailed
him with two temptations, the second stronger than the
ficst.  The first arose from the return of his beloved com-
panion, Tiberio, who began to labor at the same building,
but not being able to endure the fatigue, wished to deparr;
and before he went, he tried every means to make Camillus
go with him.

The second temptation, which was longer and more
fearful, was occasioned by the ceaseless teasing of the chil-
dren, who, seeing him so ill clad, with his sword-belt at his
side, were rude enough to make game of him. He over-
came both these temptations, for, on the one hand, he
was in great want, and on the other, those holy and chari-
table religious did all they could to comfort him.

CHAPTER FIVE

Camullus 1s Called by God to a True Knowledge of
Himself, and Begins to do Penance

Up to this time Camillus had no true religion in him,
he had forgotten his vow and all his resolutions, and was
so averse to anything in the least like a conventual life,
that, although he suffered very much from the winter’s
cold and the scanriness of his ragged clothes, he would not
at first receive any of the Capuchins’ cloth, which they
offered him out of compassion to make him a dress, for
fear thatr this charity would end in clothing him com-
pletely as a friar. He afterwards accepted it, because of
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the severity of the cold, and stayed at his work just long
enough to gain a few crowns to enable him after the winter
to return to his favorite gambling, and even to his soldier’s
life if he could manage it.

Such were Camillus’s intentions. God in His wisdom
had, however, other designs. In order to finish the con-
quest of a soul which He had destined for a wonderful
work, He inflicted on him that wound in his leg which
was never afterwards healed.

His conversion happened in this way. Camillus was
sent from Manfredonia to Castello di St. Giovanni, to
pack a quantity of wine that had been given to the convent
as an alms. Having punctually fulfilled his commission, as
he was taking his leave of the Capuchins of Castello, he
was led by the Father Guardian, whose name was Fra An-
gelo (and an angel indeed he was to Camillus) to an arbor
of vines, where he gave him a short but fervent spiritual
exhortation, advising him, above all things, to fly from
sin, and suggesting to him various maxims to teach him
how to overcome temptations, one of which was that,
whenever any gross thought came into his mind, he should
immediately drive it away by spitting in the devil’s face,
and making no account of him.

Camillus, on taking his leave, recommended himself
to the prayers of the Father Guardian, and the next morn-
ing set off on his return to Manfredonia. He rode on
a packhorse, between two skins of wine done up in sacks,
ruminating on the exhortations he had heard the
evening before. Suddenly he felt within him a ray of
heavenly light, that made him at once fully aware of
his "own miserable state, and awakened in him such
an intenese grief for his sins that his heart was crushed
and broken by his excessive contrition. Being quite
overcome by it, he dismounted in the middle of the
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road, and kneeling down on a stone, he wept inconsolably
for his ill-spent life. ‘“Wretch that I am!"" he exclaimed,
with a voice choked by his sobs, “Oh, most unhappy!
Why did I not know my Lord sooner? Why was I so
deaf to His calls? Why have I so often offended God'’s
goodness? How much better would it have been for me
if I had never been born! Forgive, Lord, forgive this
grievous sinner, and give me time to do true penance.’
As he said this, he struck his breast with all his strength;
and his shame was so great that he did not dare to lift his
eyes to heaven, thinking himself unworthy to look at it.
He did not rise from his knees, nor cease weeping before
returning most humble thanks to that Divine Goodness
which had borne with him to that time, or before making
a most firm resolution never to offend again; he then re-
newed his vow to enroll himself as soon as possible among
the Capuchins, that in that order he might consecrate
the rest of his days to a severe penance, often repeating,
*No more of the world, no more of the world.”

All his promises he kept faithfully, for from that day
forward which was the 2d of February, the feast of the
Purification of the Blessed Mary, ever virgin, in the holy
year 1575, and the twenty-fifth year of his age, his con-
science never more accused him of any mortal sin. Indeed,
the gift of grace that he received on that happy day was so
superabundant, that it left rooted in his heart a most
mortal hatred for any fault, and he was accustomed to
say that he would rather allow himself to be chopped in
pieces than commit, not a mortal sin, but even a de-
liberate venial one. He had therefore good reason to cele-
brate the anniversary of this day with the tenderest devo-
tion as long as he lived, and to call it the fortunate day
of his conversion. Thus, Camillus, who was born in a
holy year, and who, by baptism in a holy year, obtained
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God as a Master and Father, after having lost Him for
some time like a runaway slave, by departing from Him,
regained Him in the following holy year, never more to
forget Him. Purified by the intercession of the Most
Holy Virgin in the baptism of his own tears, he mounted
again to resume his journey to Manfredonia with such
eagerness, and so resolved to put on the Capuchin habit,
that if be had by chance found one in the road, he would,
as he himself declared, have put it on without even wait-
ing for the leave of the Fathers. On his arrival in Man-
fredonia, he threw himself down at the feet of the Father
Guardian, and told him with sighs and groans what had
happened to him by the way; he entreated him to give
him immediately the sacred habit, and he offered himself
from that time forward as a slave at the service of every
one of the friars. The guardian was filled with astonish-
ment, and saw plainly that this wonderful change was
the work of the hand of the Most High: he consoled him
and promised to give him the habit when Father Monte-
fiore came. Satisfied with this promise, that same day he
began to frequent the sacraments and to use most severe
penances. And, instead of an extinguished firebrand.
without a spark of charity, as he had been, he began to
shine brightly as a burning light in the house of God,
to shed continual tears for the disorders of his past life,
to remember frequently the resolutions he had made, to
reflect seriously on the goodness of the Lord in keeping
him safe among so many dangers, and in not inflicting
death upon him while he was so far from Him, to per-
form the most menial offices in the convent, to sweep, to
wash the dishes, to dig the garden, to get up in the morn-
ing with the friars, to take the discipline with them, to
fill the air with continual sighs of lcve, which were so
many thanksgivings for God’s goodness; such werz from
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those very first days his uninterrupted exercises. He
wished, moreover, to fast the whole Lent, a mortification
which he had never before used; indeed, he scarcely knew
what a fast was; and when the Father Guardian exhorted
him to treat his body, worn out with the labors of the
day, with less severity of penance and discipline, he an-
swered, that if they, old and infirm men, did so, how
would they have a young man in robust health do less!

CHAPTER SIX

Camullus Twice Becomes a Capuchin, but is Dismissed
on Account of the Wound in His Leg

Camillus persevered in this virtuous and austere mode
of life, and when Father Montefiore arrived in Manfre-
donia, he was informed of the singular goodness of the
new convert, and received him as a choir-novice, intend-
ing him to put on the habit, and to go through his year
of novitiate at Trivento.

In his journey to this place, it may well be said
that God’s providence gave him an angel to keep him
and guide him, as He had done to the young Tobias.
He came late in the evening to a river, and knowing
nothing about the passage and the danger, he went
down into it to ford it. He had not come into the middle,
before he heard a voice from the top of a mountain cry
three times, ‘Do not do it, do not do it, do not go over.”
The voice frightened him, and he instantly turned back,
but he could never discover from what place the voice
came, nor who it was that had given him the fortunate
warning; and as it was late, he was obliged to sleep that
night in the woods without food or shelter. The next
morning he fell in with some Capuchins who had been
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summoned to Trivento to hold a chapter there, and from
them he heard that the place he had attempted to cross
was the most dangerous part of the river, and that if he
had gone a little farther, he must have been carried away
and drowned by the force of the stream, as many others
had been. Many and devout were the thanks which he
returned to God and his angel guardian for having de-
livered him from such a great and evident danger.

After his arrival at Trivento, being desirous of serving
God in devout simplicity, he renounced the idea of the
priesthood, and was content to profess the state of a lay
brother. And now from day to day he advanced to per-
fection in virtue, and chiefly in obedience and humility, so
that he was honored by every one with the name of “‘the
humble brother.”

But it pleased God, that after a few months his
old wound should be brought on again by the incessant
rubbing of the rough habit on his ankle. It was so far
healed when he was received into the order that, when
he showed it to Father Montefiore, hd not only made light
of it, but even encouraged him, by telling him that he
had himself a similar complaint in his legs when he first
joined the Capuchins, which was healed suddenly when
he put on the habit. Quite the contrary happened to
Camillus, for his wound became much worse, and the
various remedies made use of failed to close it; so, to the
great grief of the religious, he was dismissed in Tor-
majuri, by Father Giovanni Maria di Tusa, provincial of
Puglia. But the tears of Camillus fell so fast, and such
was the sadness and anguish with which he was evidently
oppressed, that to comfort him, he promised to receive
him again when he was quite cured. This promise was
no small alleviation of his affliction; he humbly resigned
himself to the decrees of Providence, continually strength-
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ening himself in his resolution of following his dear cruci-
fied Redeemer in every state, at all times, in every adver-
sity.

To facilitate his longed-for return to religion, he
determined to return to Rome to have his wound cured
there, and at the same time to enrich his soul with the holy
indulgences, and to gain the jubilee in the course of the
holy year, 1575. And as he had been all but perfectly
cured in the hospital of St. Giacomo degli Incurabili, he
hoped to receive this second time the same benefit, he
therefore engaged himself there as a server. But oh, how
different was his conduct from what it had been during his
first stay! How changed from what he was before! He
chose for his spiritual father the glorious St. Philip Neri,
a person of extraordinary sanctity, and went to him every
Sunday and festival to be absolved of his faults. He
attended to his directions with such profit that he became
the pattern of that holy place, where he remained about
four years, and rose by degrees to the highest offices.

After that, seeing that his wound had been perfectly
healed for six months, he determined to put off no longer
his return to the Capuchins, as he desired to die in that
penitential habit. He went first to take leave of St. Philip,
who, enlightened by the spirit of prophecy, dissuaded him
from it, telling him that he would not stay, and that his
wound would return. All the reverence and confidence
which bound him to that holy man could not turn him
from his resolution; and I think God permitted this, in
order to deliver him from his scruple about his vow, with
which he was tormented. He therefore presented himse!f
to the same Father Giovanni Maria di Tusa by whom he
had been dismissed, and who was now procurator of
Court. The Father, finding Camillus cured, and well
remembering his promise, received him and sent him to
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Civita di Penna, in the province of Abruzzo, to put on
the habit, and to Tagliacozzo, to go through his novitiate.
His tallness gave occasion to those religious to give him the
name of Fra Christoforo, in allusion to the glorious mar-
tyr St. Christopher. He went through four months of
his novitiate in perfect health, and with wonderful edifi-
cation, at the end of which the Lord God, whose decrees
are unchangeable, and who had destined him for greater
works, caused that the same rubbing of his habit which
had brought back his wound at Trivento, should again
bring it back at Tagliacozzo, so that he was, to his in-
expressible grief, dismissed for good from the novitiate
and from the order.

CHAPTER SEVEN

Camullus Returns to Rome, to the Hospital of St. Giacomo
There He is Made Superintendent — His New
Scruple about Becoming a Capuchin

It was in this way made clear to Camillus that God
did not wish him to live a solitary or cloistered life, he
therefore proposed to give himself up entirely to the
service and relief of his sick brethren. For this purpose he
went to Rome, and there found that the old superin-
tendent of the hospital of St. Giacomo had been dis-
missed a short time before, and it was then under the
direction of Monsignor Salviati, afterwards cardinal, and
of Virgilio di Crescenzo, Paolo Paravicino, and Fernando
Torres, a Spaniard. As soon as they were informed of
the return of Camillus, on the motion of Virgilio, who
loved him tenderly, they elected him to the vacant office:
and so it was fulfilled that the stone which had been
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formerly rejected for its unfitness had now the honor of
being chosen as the principal stone of the building.

It is impossible to describe the zeal and tenderness which
he displayed in his new office. Every week he discoursed
to the whole household, exhorting them to frequent the
sacraments and to show an ardent charity to the sick, and
he succeeded so well that every one of them lived in the
fear of God. During the time that the sick were taking
their meals, he caused some spiritual book to be read to
them. He was the first who introduced the custom of
washing their feet before they were put into bed. All
the masquerades, and festivities, and races, and other sights
of the carnival which are so attractive in Rome, though
they excited the curiosity of all the young servers, could
not for a moment draw him away from assisting his dear
patients, whom he served with such love that often and
often did he come to wash with his own hands their filthy
and disgusting rags. That he might completely lose all
taste and pleasure for the present life, he always had a
skull on the table where he was eating. As he had
experienced how useful the direction of St. Philip had
been to him, he returned to him and chose him again for
his confessor. The Saint, directly he saw him, said to
him in his usual affectionate way: “God bless you, Camil-
lus; did I not advise you to give up all thoughts of be-
coming a Capuchin, because your wound would come
back, and you would be dismissed a second time?” Yet
knowing his good intentions and his love of penance, he
received him as before into the number of his spiritual
children.

Who would not have thought that after such plain
signs of the will of God, he would have been able to
persevere quietly in his course? Yet the devil, who
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would, if he could, have brought God’s inteations to
naught, renewed in him from time to time the old desire
of fulfilling his vow, and returning to the severe life of
the Capuchins. He tried therefore a third timez to enter
the order, and again petitioned F. Giovanni Maria di
Tusa to admit him. He received, however, a plzin zrd d:-
cided refusal. But to remove at the same time every
scruple from his heart, he sent him the following doca-
ment: ‘I, Fra Giovanni Maria di Tusa, procurator of
5 Court of the Capuchin Friars, certify by these presents,
that Camillus of Lellis of Bocchianico is rendered ineligible
t> cur order by an incurable complaint in one of his legs:
since our constitution commands that no such person
should be received into our order; and to convince us that
his complaint is incurable, we have not only heard it
from his own lips, but we have twice made the experiment,
having twice allowed him to put on the habit, both which
times he was obliged to leave the religious life. To cer-
tify this, I have written these presents, which shali be
s=bs-ribed by my own hand. This 26th day of Novem-
ber, 1589, in our convent at Rome. Fra. Giovanni Maria
Gt supra, manu propria.” But all this did not quiet
Camillus, who considered within himself that his vow was
n-t restricted to the Capuchins, but rather to the Cbser-
vantines, so after a year he went to the convent of Ara

o211 to be received there. He was refused by this corder
for the same reason, and a similar certificate was given to
I¥m by P. Daniele Soleduna, procurator general, dated
Rome, December 19, 1581. These two refusals, coupled
with the two certificates, were at last able to extinguish
completely in Camillus his ardent wish to become a
Franciscan Friar.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

The First Thought That Camillus Had About
Instituting His Congregation

Camillus now continued in his office of superintendent,
and being free from all scruples about his vow, and per-
fectly tranquil, he turned ail his thoughts to and em-
ployed all his care in perfecting himself in the holy virtue
of charity. He used every possible means to inspire the
servers with a true and a warm love for his poor sufferers.
But as they were often changed, and as their services were
given rather for the love of gain than from the heart, they
frequently fell short of their duty. Camillus was ready
to die with grief when he saw them so cool in making
the sick people’s beds, or in giving them their food, and
so slow when they were called. But he was inconsolable
when in their last moments, and in their agony, they were
abandoned by the priests: as he considered that this was
the greatest abuse that could disgrace Christianity. Camil-
lus did whatever he could to remedy all these deficiencies.
He deprived his eyes of sleep; he watched whole nights; he
hid himself between the beds to see whether the nurses
slept, and whether they came quickly when they were
called; rebuking them sharply if they were negligent, and
even punishing them with various penances or with dis-
missal from the hospital. Still he was aware that his
strength was not sufficient to undo such a mass of evils,
and he ceased not to recommend them to the mercy of
God, whose power was alone great enough to remedy
them. One evening he was standing absorbed in himself,
in the middle of the hospital, meditating on the annoyances
which I have mentioned, when it came into his mind that
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the only remedy for them would be to found a congrega-
tion of pious men, who would not serve from the vile
hope of reward, like the hired priests, but only for the love
of God, and with the care of a mother for a sick child.
This thought was followed by a second, which was, that
the charitable office of these men, who had consecrated
themselves to the relief of the sick, should be distinguished
by a cross on their garments. Struck by these reflections,
or rather inspirations of God, he proposed to undertake
the enterprise, and to use all his talents to make it suc-
ceed, in spite of the difficulties arising from his being poor,
a private man, living in the world, but without any of its
wealth or influence. This inpsiration came from God
to our holy Father in the year 1582, the tenth of the
Pontificate of Gregory XIII, about the feast of the As-
sumption; and it was the first germ of the whole order,
though he had then no other idea than that of forming
a simple congregation of secular priests, for the assistance
of his hospital of St. Giacomo, and of the other hospitals
in Rome.

CHAPTER NINE

First Companions of Camillus, and the First Persecution
Raised by the Deuvil to Hinder the Establishment
of the Congregation

It may be truly affirmed that from that hour Camillus
never enjoyed any more repose, so intently was he occu-
pied in his design. He fasted, he took the discipline; he
wore a rough and knotted shirt of camel’s hair next his
skin, and round his loins a band of tin, with holes like a
grater, half a palm wide; he shed tears continually, he
wore himself out with burning sighs in supplication to
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our Lord, that He would be pleased to complete that
which He had begun in him; and [ remember having
heard frequently from his own lips that he had spent
whole nights on his knees to rear this tender plant, and
that he had watered it with torrents of tears.

Yet as he wished to co-operate on his part, he imme-
diately applied himself to secure the assistance of able fel-
low-laborers, and communicated his idea to some persons
of the same hospital, in whom he had confidence, and
whose goodnes was well known. He chose five of them to
begin with: Bernardino Norcino, of Matrice; Curzio Lo-
di Aquila; Francesco Profeta, a priest of Randazza; ILudo-
vico Altobelli; and a person named Benigno. As they were
all men of great virtue they willingly consented, pro-
testing that they would follow him in life and in death,
in prosperity and in adversity. Being thus resolved,
they turned one of the rooms of the hospital into an
oratory; they erected an altar in it, and placed upon it a
crucifix carved in relief; there they assembled every day
and recited the litanies, took the discipline, and spoke
together only of spiritual and heavenly things. When
they came forth from it, they were like so many seraphims
burning with love, and any one may imagine with what
fervor and affection they went to serve the sick.

They had continued these holy exercises a few days
without changing their habit, but keeping their secular
dress, when the devil, foreseeing what great fruit might
arise from such a society, and wishing to root it up in its
infancy, put into the heart of a bad man connected with
the hospital, who was offended that he had not been asked
to join the other five, to go to the guardians and make
various false charges against them, and insinuate that they
intended, in the course of time, to make themselves mas-
ters of the hospital. The guardians’ suspicions were
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aroused; and not wishing to be wanting in their duty,
they immediately summoned Camillus, who was the in-
ventor of this novelty, and forbade him to form any
society whatever, and commanded him to strip his oratory
immediately. Camillus was grieved above measure at
hearing himself rebuked for a thing which he never
thought to be blamed about, and was near giving up his
office, to seek for a place where he might exercise his char-
ity without hindrance. But afterward considering that
the persecution stirred up against him was a temptation
of the devil, who was sowing those tares, to choke the little
good seed which he had begun to cultivate, he resolved to
stay, and resigned himself entirely to the will of Provi-
dence.

This resolution, which he strictly kept, was most
fortunate, for a new trial was at hand. As he was rather
slow in stripping the oratory, some of the other servers
were commanded to do it; and they, with the most un-
seemly haste, dismantled the altar, took away the crucifix,
and laid it on the ground behind the door. Camillus a
little while after returned into the room, and seeing every-
thing turned upside down and his beloved crucifix in so
unworthy a place, was pierced to the heart with grief and
fell down at the feet of Jesus and fervently recommended
to Him his designs; then he took it in his arms and gave
it a more fitting resting-place in his own room. At that
time the guardians of the hospital were Monsignor Cusano,
afterwards elected Cardinal, and Signori Alessandro de
Grandis, Ciantres di Lione, and Tarquinio Lipari.
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CHAPTER TEN

Camillus is Comforted by Our Lord in a Dream,
and Confirmed in the Holy Design of
Instituting the Congregation

The night came on, and Camillus retired into his
chamber full of grief on account of the prohibition that
had been laid upon him and fell down on his knees before
the holy image and spent many hours, partly in prayer,
partly in pondering over this unexpected and vexatious
event; at last, for very weariness, he fell asleep. And in
his sleep he saw the crucifix which he had brought into
his room the evening before move its head and encourage
him to persevere in his undertaking, saying to him: “Fear
not, O coward; go on, I will help thee, and I will be
with thee.”” With these words the vision disappeared,
and Camillus arose quite another man, filled with joy and
with a firm resolution not to abandon the work that he
had commenced. He immediately returned humble thanks
to that most merciful Lord who had deigned in His good-
ness to show him so great a favoer, and waited with im-
patience for day, to call his compantons to partake in his
joy, for they were yet novices in the school of Christ and
were downcast and fearful.

He related to them his dream: he told them the
promise of our Lord, which so assured their hearts, that
they resolved to make head against the enemy and to
continue their accustomed exercises, not now in a private
oratory, nor in public, but secretly in the church, the
keys of which were kept by Francesco Profeta, the
chaplain. Here, then while all the others were sleep-
ing, or were walking about Rome, did they shut them-
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selves up together, to pray, to take the discipline, to talk
of God, or to hear some spiritual reading, to strengthen
them in their desire of enduring willingly every kind of
labor for Jesus Christ.

And in order to assure Camillus that the apparition
was a real one, our Lord deigned to renew it when he was
up and awake. Qur Saint has often declared that, in his
deep distress at the difficulties which beset him in the
beginning of his work, he had recourse to the holy cruci-
fix; and while he was praying with groans and tears,
he saw plainly the hands separated from the cross, and
he heard these words repeated: ‘““Why art thou troubled,
O coward? Persevere in thy work, for I will help thee,
for this is My work, and not thine.”

The repetition of this favor increased the constancy of
Camillus and redoubled his devotion to that blessed image,
which thenceforth he always carried with him wherever he
went; and when he had obtained possession of the house of
the Maddalena, he placed it above the architrave of the
church, and whenever he went there, he first adored the
Most Holy Sacrament, and then never failed to look most
devoutly at his crucifix and to salute from his heart those
dear wounds, in which, as he used to say, he had alwavs
found grace and mercy. At present this image stands in the
chapel, on the right as you enter the little door of the

church.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

Camillus Resolves to Found His Congregation Indepen-
dently of the Hospital, to Undertake the Service
of Men Sick of Pestilential Diseases,
and to be Ordained Priest

In the meantime Camillus reflected that nothing very
useful could come from his secret assemblies with his
few faithful companions, and that it was not preparing
the way for the fulfilment of his design. This considera-
tion filled him with anxiety, but he was relieved by the
kindness of our L.ord, who used another of His servants
to inform him of His will.

Camillus had a friend named Marc’ Antonio Cor-
teselli, a penitent of St. Philip, who was in the habit of
going to the hospital to attend upon the sick. To him,
then, he discovered his intention of founding a congre-
gation for the relief of the sick poor; and he gave him a
circumstantial account of all that had taken place, and
then begged for his advice. The answer of Corteselli
was exactly such as you might have expected a wise
and good man to make. He thought that such a con-
gregation was most expedient for the sick, and would
by God’s blessing succeed, but not within the walls of the
hospital, where, even if it did succeed, it would not be of
much utility. For what good was to be expected if it
was founded in an establishment belonging to other per-
sons? Was it not the same as founding it in the air,
without any true foundation? He advised him, there-
fore, to depart from the hospital and to hire a house in
the city, and there to begin as he wished.
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Camillus readily received this advice, as though it had
come from heaven, and determined to put it into execution.
He was greatly confirmed in this design by Corteselli’s re-
turning to the hospital the following Sunday and telling
him that he had spoken at length with Father Francesco
Maria Tarugi, of the Oratory, afterwards cardinal, and
that the design had greatly pleased him; and that he had
added, that if the congregation were founded, it would be
very useful in time of pestilence. This opinion was heard
by Camillus with great satisfaction, and from that time he
resolved in his heart to embrace also the care of persons
afflicted with pestilential diseases.

But as God, who had marked out His servant for the
accomplishment of great things, kept gradually enlighten-
ing him step by step, after this answer of Corteselli, he
was led on to 2 much more important consideration. The
decision of founding the congregation outside the hos-
pital was excellent. But where was he, a simple layman,
to find persons willing to follow him? He wished, there-
fore, to be ordained priest and then to leave the hospital:
to open a house in the city, and at last to form his congre-
gation, not of seculars, but of religious persons, when the
clerical habit would command respect.

Having come to this conclusion, he trusted that be
would be able to overcome every difficulty by the aid of
the same Lord who had before comforted him, and ap-
plied bimself to learning the first rudiments of grammar,
under the tuition of a chaplain of St. Giacomo, called D.
Antonio Biscaino. He did not profit much by this man,
who soon died. But the loss was more than made up to
bim, as Providence put into his place another priest of
Biscaglia, more capable than the former one. From the
care which he took in instructing his new scholar, one
might almost fancy that God had revealed to him that
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this illiterate person was destined to do great things in
His Church. He was always at his side, always spurring
him on, and forcing him to make haste with his Iesson.
Camillus corresponded so faithfully to the zeal of his
master that in his walks through the hospital he had
always the book in his hand.

Yet, for all this, he thought all his diligence, however
exact, but too slow, and therefore, in his desire to bz
more quick, he did not hesitate to attend for some time

the schools of the Jesuits in the Roman college, and to *

begin at the lowest class, however humiliating it might
be to a man thirty-two years old. It was wonderful to
behold his humility and his patience in bearing the shame
of standing, old and tall as he was, in the midst of boys.
who often mocked him with the words, “tarde venisti,”
“You have come late.”” Camillus suffered and was silent;
but once his master, supernaturally illumined, as we may
well believe, answered for him: “‘It cannot be denied
that this man has come late to school, but he will soon
hasten on, and will do one day great things in the Church
of God.”” So much, in fact, did he labor, and so quick!y
did he learn, that those Fathers who loved him greatly,
and knew that he was superintendent of the hospital of
St. Giacomo, judged him fit to be promoted to the priest-
hood.

CHAPTER TWELVE

Camillus, after Quercoming Two Great Difficulties
by God’s Assistance, is Ordained Priest

Camillus finding himself able to be ordained, and
having passed the examination of F. Stefano Pace,
Apostolic Examiner of the Roman Clergy, wished to re-
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ceive orders immediately: but here again he encountered
two very great difficulties. The first was this. He went
one Sunday morning with F. Francesco Profeta to St.
John Lateran, to receive there the first tonsure; and in
having his dimissory letters examined by the secretary,
Giacomo Buzio, it was found that some necessary clauses
were wanting, an error that was caused by the inexperience
of the person who had obtained and sent them: so that he
was forced to return home grieving at the delay which
this occasioned: for it would take many days either to go
himself or to send others for new dimissory letters. Yet
his grief soon ceased; for he had scarcely come to the
amphitheater, commonly called the Colosseum, when the
Lord God, the consoler of the afflicted, infused into his
heart such a lively hope of soon escaping from this diffi-
culty that he turned to F. Francesco Profeta, and said to
him: “I am no longer sad, for the Lord has done me the
favor to assure me that to-day shall not pass without my
being freed from all anxiety.”

So did it exactly come to pass, for he had scarcely
reached St. Giacomo, and had just knelt down before
the crucifix in the middle of the hospital to salute it
(as was his custom whenever he went out or in) with
a Pater and an Ave, when a certain man of Chieti, a
friend of his father and of his family, presented himself.
This man had come to Rome a short time before on a
business trip; and as he was amusing himself on that
day in examining the antiquities of Rome, he went in
by chance, or rather by God’s guidance, to visit the
hospital. Camillus thought he knew him, and ap-
proaching each other in great amazement, they embraced
and gave vent to their joy at seeing each other again after
so long a time. Passing from one topic to another, Camil-
lus at last took an opportunity of telling him about the
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difficulties in his testimonials, and was told in reply, that
not only could he give every necessary attestation, but that
he could procure a like one from a priest, a fellow-towns-
man of his, who was also in Rome. Unspeakable was the
joy of Camillus at this happy accident; they went to find
the priest, and then all three presented themselves to the
secretary, Giacomo Buzio, and supplied that very evening
the defect in the letters dimissory.

He soon afterwards received the first tonsure on the
feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin, a notable
day for him: and between the following Sunday and the
feast of St. Matthias the Apostle, he received the minor
orders, which were conferred upon him in the sacristy of
St. Silvestro a Monte Cavallo, by Monsignor Goldwell.
Bishop of St. Asaph’s, an Englishman, Suffragan of Car-
dinal Savelli, at that time Vicar of Pope Gregory XIII.
It only remained for him to be promoted to holy orders:
and here arose the second and greater difficulty.

Caniillus had neither title nor a benefice, nor a patri-
mony. For although Giovanni, his father, had acquired
a good deal of property in his military expeditions,
yet, like almost all the soldiers who were engaged in
the sack of the holy city of Rome, he found himself
by the just judgment of God so poor at his death that
he had nothing to leave to his son but his sword
and his dagger. He spent several months in various
trials without success, and when he had no other place
to turn to, God came in to provide for him and to make
up for his useless labors.

One evening in the month of December, 1583, he
was standing in the court-yard of St. Giacomo, and there
he met with Fermo Calvi, a Roman gentleman of no
common goodness, only known to Camillus as being the
brother of his friend Antonio Calvi. He approached him
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and began to tell him his idea of founding a congregation
for the assistance of the sick; of his desire to be ordained
priest in order to accomplish this; and of the obstacles
which his want of a patrimony presented. Fermo under-
stood quite well the meaning of Camillus, and in taking
leave of him, encouraged him to put his trust in God,
whaose goodness never fails in the necessities of His ser-
vants. But no sooner had he reached his home, than he
considered more seriously all that had been said, and saw
the vast use which would result from a congregation such
as Camillus had described, and felt himself inspired to
provide him with the necessary patrimony. So the next
day he returned to the hospital and promised to Camillus
(who little expected such liberality) to give him five
hundred scudi, the annual interest of which would be
thirty scudi. The good Father was surprised at this offer
and could not find words to thank the Lord for having
made use of this good man to console him. His confusion
and his joy were afterwards increased, when, after he had
gone to tell the notary Giacomo Buzio what had been
promised him, and had been informed by him that this
was not enough, but that he must get as much 2s would
secure an annual income of thirty-six scudi, he returned to
Signor Fermo, who that very day made over to him an
annuity of thirty-six scudi for his life, as may be seen in
the acts of Vangelista Cicarelli, for January 16, 1584.
The two difficulties were overcome, and he was o:-
doined by Msgr. Goldwell (with dispensation for the
shortness of interval) subdeacon in the ember week in
Lent; deacon on the Saturday “‘Sitientes,”” and priest at
Pentecost. He said his first Mass on June 10, in the
same year, at the altar of the Madonna, in the little church
of St. Giacomo degli Incurabili, to the great consolation
of his companions, of Signor Fermo Calvi his benefactor,
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and other devout persons, many of whom, and among
them Fermo, had the satisfaction of receiving the Lord’s
body from his hands. Signor Fermo afterwards sent him
as a present a chalice, a missal, three chasubles of different
colors, and all the furniture necessary for the celebration
of Mass.

Camiilus in gratitude for this liberality, after he
had founded the house of the Maddalena, invited him
to live there and assigned to him three rooms, gave him
a paid servant, and while he lived he took care of him and
provided him with everything with the greatest attention.
Signor Fermo on his part frequently gave Camillus large
sums, and enriched our church with many pieces of plate,
worth more than 2500 scudi; namely, four pairs of can-
dlesticks, a cross, a censer, a chalice and paten, and a magni-
ficent monstrance for the exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, to which he had a particular devotion; and at last
on his death-bed he made our order his heir. This man,
worthy of everlasting remembrance, passed to a better life
in the year 1612, aged eighty-four years, and was buried
in the same church that he had so liberally adorned.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Camillus Leaves the Hospital and Begins His Congregation
in the Church of the Madonnina

The gentlemen of the hospital were much pleased at
the new honor their superintendent had received in the
priesthood, and to give him some recompense for his many
and long labors, they elected him chaplain of a little church
of theirs near the Porta del Popolo, called the Madonnina
de’ Miracoli. Camillus thought that he could here at
once begin his congregation, nothing more being requisite
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than to leave the hospital and relinquish his office. Yet
here again fresh difficulties arose, not so much on his own
account, as because he took away with him Bernardino,
whom every one for his great goodness esteemed the firmest
support of that holy place, and who was especially be-
loved by Msgr. Cusano, the chief of the governors, so that
his loss would probably be highly resented by them.
Yet putting confidence in God, for love of whom both he
and his companions had engaged in the former unfortunate
undertaking, they agreed that they must break entirely
with the world and act like men truly great.

They determined to do as follows: Camillus and Curzio
were first to ask leave to go home, to put some affairs of
theirs in order, and on their return were not to go to the
hospital, but to go straight to the church of the Madon-
nina. Bernardino, as soon as he should hear of their
arrival, was to join them immediately; and F. Francesco
Profeta was to do the same, as soon as he should be free
from certain suits in which he was involved. Ludovico
Altobelli and Benigno were no longer in their company,
as the former had gone to be prior of the hospital of St.
Giovanni, and the other had, for just reasons, left that of
St. Giacomo.

Having agreed upon this plan, Camillus and Curzio
asked leave of absence of the guardians, which was grant-
ed very unwillingly, in spite of the hope of seeing them
again on their return. Camillus took this opportunity
of dexterously slipping out of his office of superinten-
dent, and prayed the guardians to find a successor
for him, as he could not possibly tell how long he should
be obliged to be away.  After their journey and
sojourn in Abruzzo was over and they had returned to
Rome, they went, as they had agreed, straight to the
church of the Madonnina, where Bernardino immediately
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joined them; and great was the pleasure that this long-
looked-for meeting gave all three of them. It took place
in the beginning of September, in the year 1584, the last
of the Pontificate of Gregory XIII.

It may be said with reason that this was the time
when Camillus permanently founded his congregation:
and in proof of this it was very soon afterwards, name-
ly, on the octave of the Nativity of our Lady, that
Camillus, Bernardino and Curzi lay aside their secular
dress and put on cassock and ferrainolo. The con-
gregation having thus been born, as it were, with the
most holy Virgin, the three fervent laborers began to
attend the hospital of St. Spirito every day, where they
served the sick with the most fervent charity, according
to some short rules that Camillus had written down. They
gave them their food, they made their beds, they cleansed
their tongues, they exhorted them to patience and the de-
vout receiving of the sacraments, they suggested pious ejac-
ulations, they recommended their souls, and, in fine, they
performed acts of charity so intense, that it would be ab-
surd to expect anything of the kind from even the most
active of ordinary servants. Whoever saw them acting
with such tenderness, easily perceived that persons of that
stamp did not look at the sick simply as men, but by a
living faith and ardent charity served them as though they
saw in them the very person of Jesus Christ, wounded and
fainting; so that they occasioned great wonder and edi-
fication.

THE LIFE OF ST. CAMILLUS OF LELLIS 4
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

God, in Order to Perfect the Perseverance of Camillus,
Proves Him with Various Tribulations

In this new abode and new mode of life Camillus did
not forget that beloved crucifix which had twice so season-
ably consoled him in his great afflictions, so he went to the
hospital of St. Giacomo, to the room which used to be
his; and although the image was large in itself, besides the
mount which supported the cross, he took it affectionately
in his arms and carried it to the Madonnina in the middle
of the day, with bare head, through the public street of the
Ripetta. So great was the piety which Camillus showed
in this devout action that all the people in the streets
knelt down, struck their breast, and recommended them-
selves to that holy sign of our redemption. Those who
were in the houses ran to the windows and called one
another to make haste to come to see F. Camillus carrying
his crucifix to the Madonnina. One of those who were
called to this edifying sight was Signor Fermo Calvi, who
was quite affected by the modesty and humility of Camil-
lus.

He was all the time most devoutly imploring the
mighty assistance of his adorable crucifix; still not many
days passed before three most grievous tribulations
arose to assail him. The first was, that Monsignor Cu-
sano, seeing that Camillus had changed his mode of life
and had taken with him his crucifix, concluded that he had
left the hospital of St. Giacomo for good, and thereupon
thought himself deceived, and was very angry; so that
when he met him one day in the court-yard of the hos-
pital, supposing that it was entirely through him that his
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companions had been enticed away, he gave him in public
a very sharp rebuke and threatened to punish bim if he
did not leave off enticing the servers away from the hos-
pital. And then, as if this was not enough, he went to
St. Philip Neri, the confessor of Camillus, and complained
bitterly to him that he had not only left the hospital
himself, but had also taken away the best of the officers,
and this because he had taken into his head to found a
nonsensical congregation, as he used to call it. St. Philip,
who had been mudh pleased up to that time with every-
thing that Camillus did in the hospital, when he heard
that he had left it without ever speaking a word to him,
and contrary to the wishes of the governors, tried all
means to make him resume the office of superintendent;
but finding him inflexible, and knowing how much he
loved bim and desired to continue under his spiritual di-
rection, he thought he should be able to make him follow
his advice by refusing to hear his confessions any longer,
so he made him go to Father Antonio Talpa. This was
his second tribulation, and great was the pain it gave him;
nevertheless, he obeyed the wishes of the saint, only he
begged him with all submission and humility not to won-
der at what he had done, because he felt himself impelled
by an inward power to do something more than attend
only to himself.

When this storm had passed, it pleased our Lord
to try His servants more severely, and to confirm them
in holy perseverance by a third tribulation; and this
was a very dangerous illness which attacked Camillus and
Curzio both at the same time. It was occasioned by their
excessive fatigues, their bad eating, and worse sleeping,
baving for beds only three mats, and for covering two
quilts that Fermo Calvi had bought for them; and the
chamber where they slept being in a place subject to the
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malaria, on the banks of the Tiber, from which an un-
wholesome fog usually arises. All these adversities could
not move the heart of Camillus, who stood like a rock in
the midst of the waves and bore his heavy calamity with
unconquerable patience, and at the same time confirmed
the good Curzio in the same virtue, telling him, that our
Lord had favored them with the present visitations, that
they might be taught by their own infirmities, and made
masters in the school of suffering, and might come forth
more zealous in feeling for, and assisting, their sick
brethren.

But as their illness kept getting worse, and since
in the Madonnina they had no kind of convenience,
Camillus was obliged to return to the hospital of St.
Giacomo, where he was received by the governors and
placed in the same room where he lived when he was
superintendent, in hopes that he might resume his office;
and Curzio, to the hospital of St. Giovanni, where the
prior, Altobelli, formerly his companion, received him in
his own room and treated him with real brotherly charity.
And both had the happiness to be visited in turn by Ber-
nardino, with the most ardent affection, who, old as he
was, remained strong and well. It pleased God that they
should at last recover, and weak as they were, they im-
mediately returned to their church and their exercises, go-
ing every morning and evening to the hospital of St.
Spirito, in spite of rain or wind or any other hindrance,
and treating themselves so hardly in their food that, on
their return from the hospital, they either prepared a
little toast and water for their whole meal, or, for the
sake of not losing time in lighting the fire, feasted on
bread and dried currants.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Camillus Leaves the Church of the Madonnina — He
Receives Candidates — God’s Providence in
Maintaining Him

Camillus, finding the neighborhood of the Tiber so
unhealthful, proposed leaving the church of the Madon-
nina, and looking out for a lodging in some place where
the air was better. He saw a suitable house in the Via
delle Botteghe oscure, but the difficulty was, that the rent
was fifty scudi a year, and a half-year was to be paid in
advance. As he had no money, trusting in God’s provi-
dence, he discovered his intention and his need to an ac-
quaintance of his, Pompeo Baratelli, a Lombard. This
man, full of reverence and wonder at the courage which
could attempt a work so difficult as the foundation of a
new congregation in the city of Rome, where there were
already so many, and at a time when, in consequence of
the decrees of the holy council of Trent, such matters were
treated with great reserve, promised to pay the rent, and
to encourage him the more, he took out thirty scudi upon
the spot and liberally presented them to him. As soon as
Camillus had found this treasure, he rented the house and
went to live there with Curzio and Bernardino in the year
1585. The new owners were only three; for though a
young man, named Palamede, had joined them in their
other house, yet when he found that they were almost
sinking under fatigue and want, he soon left them.

At their new house they continued to attend the hos-
pitals, and the fame of their virtue soon spread through
Rome, and many, both priests and laymen, begged to be
admitted to their company. But as the institute was
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laborious, and repugnant to all man’s natural inclinations,
some delayed, some abandoned the undertaking, and there
remained only a few robust in body and inspired with true
courage, enemies of themselves and willing to die in any
place, however infected and filthy, for the love of God.
These were men of every nation, citizens and strangers,
learned and unlearned; as Camillus did not make a very
careful selection, but left the institution to grow by itself,
to see whether the experiment would succeed. Indeed it
would have been of no use in the beginning of the congre-
gation, to have had men of less courage and constancy in
braving death and overcoming all the obstacles which they
met with in attending the hospitals. Signor Pompeo sup-
ported them abundantly with his alms; and such was his
affection for those servants of our Lord that he was not
content with paying the rent of their house and with giv-
ing orders to a baker to provide them every day with as
much bread as they required, but he often went to see
them himself and gave them, sometimes twenty, some-
times thirty, scudi as an extraordinary gift. Indeed it ap-
peared as if our Lord called into being this generous bene-
factor for the very purpose of sustaining the congregatiors
in its arduous beginnings. And the perfection of his charity
increased so greatly that he more than once assured Ber-
nardino that, if he had not wherewith to support them, he
would go out into service or cut wood in the forests to
share his earnings with them. When Pompeo left Rome,
Providence, which had taken this needy family under its
protection, soon found it a new support.

A certain Maurizio, Mazziere del Papa, a friend of
Bernardino, fell sick, and begged Camillus to allow him to
be taken into our house to be nursed; and there seeing the
great charity with which he was assisted and served, he
gave four pieces of land in the mountains which were sold
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by Camillus for about five hundred scudi. His illness
afterwards proving fatal, he left all his property to the
congregation; which was of no small assistance in its be-
ginning, and he distinguished the tender love that he felt
for Bernardino by leaving him his own silver walking-
stick, the value of which was, however, put into the com-
mon purse. Thus the same God who clothes the lilies of
the field and feeds the birds of the air provided for these
poor servants of His, who slept on mats and fed most
insufficiently, greater convenience and better food. Camil-
lus thus obtained means of maintaining his congregation
till it was confirmed by the Apostolic See, and so might
send through Rome to obtain the necessary alms from the
faithful.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Camillus Embraces the Spiritual Care of Sick People out
of the Hospitals

It cannot be doubted that the first intention of Camil-
lus in founding the congregation was confined simply to
giving assistance to the hospital of St. Giacomo and the
other hospitals of Rome; but as time went on, he came to
understand that God, who often brings great things out
of small beginnings, contemplated a far larger field. At
first, therefore, He gave him only sufficient light to assist
him in carrying out his narrow views, and afterwards He
went on gradually enlightening him just so far as the
designs of His holy will required. God’s design was to
form a congregation by means of which a remedy might
be provided for numerous wants of the faithful, without
changing the first idea of assisting the sick, but extending
it to that comprehensiveness at which it was to arrive. To
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see the truth of this remark, we must, on the one hand,
fix our attention on that which Camillus intended; and
on the other hand, we must consider how much greater
things God produced from this first thought.

Camillus’s first intention (which was, as it were, the
trunk of the whole tree) was to found a congregation, and
inclose it within the walls of the hospital of St. Giacomo.
But God, who did not wish it to be shut up in such nar-
row limits, nor planted on another man’s ground, caused
so many difficulties to arise, that he was obliged to trans-
plant it to the church of the Madonnina, that it might have
room to extend its branches, first into all the hospitals of
Rome, and then into the hospitals of all the world. Camil-
lus intended to employ merely a few lay servers; but God,
whose object was much more vast, and who knew how
inconvenient it was to entrust the government of souls
to simple and uneducated men, so disposed that the con-
gregation was soon made up of priests, and that Camillus,
as the first step, should ascend to that dignity. Camillus
intended to leave it free and unfettered by vows; but
God, who wished to make it permanent, soon inspired His
vicars, the popes, to erect it into a religious community,
bound like all others by solemn vows.

Again, Camillus had never thought of undertaking the
care of persons afflicted with pestilence, nor of prisoners.
But God, whose pleasure it was that no kind of infirmity
be deprived of this powerful assistance, so disposed that the
care of both these kinds of persons should be embraced by
the congregation. ILastly, Camillus had never thought of
assisting the dying in private houses; but God, who saw
the numbers and numbers of souls whom the devil won
by waiting to make his final attack upon them in that
terrible moment, not only inspired him, but we may even
say, forced him, to undertake this office, as most important
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of all, for the Catholic world. So that as His infinite
wisdom had armed His Church with various orders, all
incessantly occupied for the salvation of His children in
the time of their life and health; in these last times of the
world’s old age, when charity seemed not so much cooled
as utterly extinguished, He deigned to provide a new
order, whose principal object was to strengthen men in
their painful agony. This last and necessary office of
charity was reserved for Camillus and his congregation;
and they were induced to undertake it in the following
manner: Among the devout exercises which Camillus and
his companions practiced in the hospital of St. Spirito,
was this, to take care that persons died well, by whispering
sweet and holy suggestions to them in their agony, ac-
cording to the counsel of Ecclesiasticus: ‘“Console him in
the moment of his death.”

This mark of charity was so acceptable to all Rome
that all classes were emulous in their endeavors to se-
cure the assistance of the congregation for the persons
who might be dying in their houses, both nobles and
plebeians, prelates, and gentlemen of every condition,
but particularly strangers at inns, who thought it
dangercus to trust their eternal salvation in their ex-
tremity to women, to servants, and to their friends, since
experience shows us that this class of persons give most
of their thoughts to rifling the dying man’s property,
thinking little or nothing of the salvation of his soul.
So many and so repeated were their requests that Camillus
considered the voice of the people to be the voice of God.
and had not the heart to refuse them:; having obtained
the consent of his companions, he ordered that this should
be added to the other exercises of the congregation, name-
ly, that whenever they were summoned, whether by day
or night, the religious should go to assist the dying in all
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parts of the city, as may be read in the bulls of the popes.

This new work of charity has been found so useful for
the salvation of souls that it would have been a good
thing, if, from the very beginning of the Church, there
had been established an order more numerous than any
other, and more abundant in learned men, or at any rate,
not inferior to any other, for this one object. This last
function was embraced by Camillus within the last few
months of the pontificate of Gregory XIII, who went to a
better life on the 10th of April, 1585, and was succeeded
by Sixtus V, who was elected on the 24th of the same
month. In the meantime Camillus saw the number of
his laborers daily increasing, and many more wishing to
know what name they were to give to his congregation;
so he advised with his companions, and taking occasion
from their ardent love to the sick, whom they served as
their lords and masters, he came to the determination to
call them “‘Servants of the Sick;”’ his society having had
up to that time the name of the Congregation of Father
Camillus.

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Bernardino, the First Companion of Camillus,
Passes to a Better Life

A few months after this name was given to the con-
gregation, Camillus lost his first and beloved companion,
Bernardino. And as he was a man of singular goodness,
and venerated as a saint by all who knew him, I cannot
omit this opportunity of giving some account of his many
virtues, on the authority of Curzio and Camillus himself.
Bernardino had filled the office of keeper of stores at the
hospital of St. Giacomo for many years before he joined
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the congregation. But in his youth he had been a wood-
seller in the Ripetta. Any one can imagine what priva-
tions he endured in an occupation so laborious, yet he
never omitted his mental prayer, in which, together with
his other prayers, he was engaged from the evening Ave
till midnight. Then, when the bell of Ara Celi rang for
matins, he went to rest, and remained till he heard the
morning Ave from St. Rocco, the sound of which re-
called him to his accustomed toil.

More than once it happened to him that, being wearied
out by his labor of the day, he went to sleep on his knees
and remained so all night, awaking in the morning with
his rosary in his hand, stiff with cold. His fervor was
not content with this life of toil, but he also fasted and
took the discipline to bring his body under subjection to
his will. He was most tender in his devotion to the
Blessed Virgin; he never lost sight of the presence of
God, and when he spoke of the things of God, the words
fell upon his lips with such affection and sweetness that
all who heard him were moved, especially as he always
held his hand on his breast, as if to repress the sacred
fire that burned within.

His patience in bearing injuries was heroic. Maurizio,
Mazziere del Papa, mentioned above, used to relate that, as
he was one day carrying wood in the Ripetta, he acciden-
tally ran his barrow against a certain courtier. This man
was enraged, and forgetting the dignity and calmness of a
gentleman, gave him before many persons a sound box on
the ear. Bernardino at this outrageous affront left his
barrow and ran after the offender, as if he wished to
revenge himself. But, while the spectators expected to see
them fight, he had no sooner come up to him, than, like
a lamb, he knelt down at his feet and said to him: "“As
you have given me one blow for your pleasure, I beseech
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you to give me another for mine,”” offering to him at the
same time his other cheek, in obedience to the command
of Jesus Christ. The courtier was humbled by this action
and went away ashamed; Bernardino, on the other hand,
returned to his barrow joyful and happy.

He had been a frequenter of the sacraments for forty
years, and had been allowed more than once to see Jesus
under the form of a child in the consecrated host; this was
often told to Father Camillus, by Father Ottaviano Capel-
i, of the Company of Jesus, who heard his confessions.
But although he was so pure and innocent, and, moreover,
favored with these sublime visions, he was not, for all
that, free from even grievous temptations. He was
troubled mote than one can imagine by a temptation
about the mystery of the Trinity, which arose from his
not being able to comprehend, with his weak intellect,
how the intelligence of the Father could by a real genera-
tion produce the consubstantial and co-eternal Son. What
penances did he go through on this account! How many
times did he go the round of the Seven Churches, to ob-
tain from our Lord the grace of being delivered from it!
The God of Mercy at last heard him, appearing to him
in his sleep in the form of a most beautiful old man all
white, from whose mouth came forth a most beautiful
child, much more lovely than any angel. From that time
during his whole life he was nevermore troubled in this
mattet.

His disposition was so jovial and merry that the
sick were consoled by the mere sight of him, and cast off
all sadness; and he never cooled in his care for them, nor
suffered his first fervor to grow lukewarm. In speaking
he had such suavity and grace that he easily obtained
whatever he asked. Even while he was a layman, he often
on feast days collected together the porters and common
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people of the Ripetta, and mounted on a step in the middie
of the piazza, to teach them the Pater Noster and the Ave
Maria. He was not without supernatural illuminations;
for when he was a youth, as he was meditating on leaving
his country and going to Rome, he was kept back for want
of money, when he thought he heard a voice encouraging
him and saying: ‘‘Cepart from this land, and go thy way;
thou shalt find a scudo in the road;” and he had not
gone thirty paces before he found a scudo and was enabled
to gratify his wishes.

While the congregation had still its abode in the
Via della Botteghe oscure, he never passed by the church
of the Maddalena, without saying to his companion.
“Brother, this church will be ours one day.” And vyt
Camillus had never thought once of obtaining that
church. Still he was so open and so sure of this pre-
sentiment of his that one day when he was passing the
church and found it shut, he said to his companion,
“Brother, let us kneel down here in the middle of the
street and recite a Pater and an Ave to this glorious saint,
for the spirit tells me that this church will be ours.”
And so it was, as shall be told in its place.

Father Marcello Pallavicino, of the Company of Jesus,
an intimate friend of Camillus and Bernardino, declared,
that when Father Ridolfo Acquaviva had asked permis-
sion of his Father General to go to the East Indies, and
had almost lost hope of obtaining it, he recommended
himself to the prayer of Bernardino, who told him that
he need not doubt, for he would obtain the permission.
Exactly as it turned out, for in a short time he was sent
there, and had the happiness of honoring our holy faith
by suffering martyrdom in the isles of Salsetta.

Lastly, we must add for the glory of this great servant
of our Lord, that he was partner in all the labors and su!-
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ferings which Camillus endured, and the wonderful works
he performed in establishing his congregation. He always
ardently desired to see it approved by the Holy See, but
this was not granted to him, for at about the age of sixty
years he departed to the Lord in the arms of Camillus,
who could not but mourn most bitterly over the loss
of this faithful and unwearied friend. Our founders had
not at that time a church of their own, so their confessor,
Father Ottaviano Capelli, allowed him to be buried with
the Fathers of the Society of Jesus, in the chapel of the
angels in the church of the Gesu. Bernardino was the
first brother who entered the congregation, and the first
who died. Our holy Father thought, and said so when-
ever he spoke of him, that his soul went straight to heaven,
without any taste of the pains of purgatory.

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

Pope Sixtus V Confirms the Congregation by an
Apostolic Brief

The number of those who were attracted by the odor
of this new plant, and crowded to rest under its shadow,
increased so wonderfully every day that Camillus thought
it neither reasonable nor expedient that such a multitude
should live together in community without the sanction
and benediction of the Supreme Pontiff. The means by
which he was to obtain this caused him much anxiety and
doubt; and as he was not on such terms with any one of
the cardinals that he could ask him to be his mediator, he
had recourse to his usual means, namely, prayer, and with
fervent humility begged of our Lord God to give another
proof of His love, by deigning to point out to him the
easiest and safest way to obtain what he wished.
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The consoler of the humble delayed not to hear him,
for as he was passing one day through the palace of the
Duke Muti, where Card. Mondovi then lived, he saw him
coming downstairs to accompany another cardinal to the
gate, according to the custom of the Sacred College. In
this most fortunate meeting he observed in the face of the
cardinal, old as he was, an extraordinary joyfulness and
light-heartedness, so that he appeared an excellent man
for his purpose. And although he had never before seen
him or known him, yet relying on God, he presented him-
self to him and informed him briefly of what he wanted
and of the plan of his institute, and then begged him to
take under his patronage their feeble commencement and
to get the Pope to confirm it. The cardinal was much
pleased with the simplicity and candor of Camillus, and
asked him if there was any one in Rome who knew him
and to whom he could refer. Camillus promptly
answered yes, and mentioned some Roman gentlemen,
among others, Virgilio Crescenzio and Patrizio Patrizi.
The cardinal answered that it was sufficient if these two
would speak to him about it and that then he might count
upon his assistance. The two gentlemen did so and in-
formed him fully, not only of the work which Camillus
was attempting, but also of his wonderful charity and
his great virtues. The cardinal was surprised that a pri-
vate and uneducated man should be so high-minded as
to conceive and undertake a work so profitable and nec-
essary to his sick neighbors, and was disposed to regard
him with special good will and to use all his influence
with the Pope on his behalf.

Pope Sixtus had already heard with pleasure the
good report of him, which was spread abroad through
Rome, and hoped that his undertaking would be of
great service in aftertimes; so he committed the affair to





